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CHAPTER 484
DISTRICT COURTS

484.54 Expenses of judges. 484.67 Repealed.

484.545 Law clerks. 484.68 District administrator.

484.61 Retired district court judges, assignments. 484.70 Referee positions, regulations.

484.65 Family court division; fourth judicial dis- 484.701 Second judicial district referee positions.
trict. 484.72 Electronic recording of court proceedings.

484.54 EXPENSES OF JUDGES.

Subdivision 1. Except as provided in subdivision 2, judges shall be compen-
sated for travel and subsistence expenses in the same manner and amount as
provided in the plan adopted by the commissioner of employee relations pursuant
to section 43A.18, subdivision 3. Additionally, judges of the district court shall be
reimbursed for all sums, not reimbursed by counties, they shall necessarily
hereafter pay out for only the following purposes: telephone tolls, postage,
expressage, stationery, including printed letterheads and envelopes for official
business; tuition, travel and subsistence for attending educational programs except
that no expense shall be paid to satisfy continuing legal education requirements,
attendance at which is approved by the supreme court.

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1980]
History: 1981 ¢ 210 s 52

484.545 LAW CLERKS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, in all judicial districts,
except the fourth judicial district, a salary range for law clerks shall be established
annually by the judicial district administrator with the approval of a majority of
judges of the district. The salary for each law clerk shall be set within that range
annually by the district administrator after consultation with the chief judge.

Nothing herein shall change the manner by which law clerk salaries are paid,
the proportions among the various counties of a judicial district by which the
funds are allocated or any statutory provision related to law clerk compensation
other than the manner of setting salary. Each county shall be required by the
order to pay a specified amount thereof in monthly installments which shall be
such proportion of the whole salaries as the population of the county is to the total
population of the counties to which the judge is assigned as determined by the last
census.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1980]
Subd. 4. All law clerks in every judicial district, shall serve without tenure at
the pleasure of the appointing judge or judges.
History: 1981 ¢ 303 s 4,5

484.61 RETIRED DISTRICT COURT JUDGES, ASSIGNMENTS.

Upon the retirement of any judge of the district court under the provisions of
chapter 490, the retired judge may be appointed and assigned to hear any cause
properly assignable to a judge of the district court and act thereon with full powers
of a judge of the district court pursuant to section 2.724 with his consent.

History: 1981 c 224 s 213
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484.65 FAMILY COURT DIVISION; FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT.

Subdivision 1. In the fourth judicial district, a family court division of the
district court is hereby created to be presided over by a district court judge
appointed by the chief judge of the judicial district to serve for a term not
exceeding six years. The judge appointed to this office shall be designated as the
district court judge, family court division. No judge may be appointed to serve
consecutive terms as the district court judge, family court division.

[For text of subds 2 to 10, see M.S.1980]
History: 1981 ¢ 292 s 3

484.67 [Repealed, 1981 ¢ 272 s 7]
484.68 DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR.
[For text of subds 1 to 7, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 8. Retirement. A member of the public employees retirement associ-
ation appointed as district administrator pursuant to this chapter, shall remain a
member of the fund unless the member elects, within 12 months of the appoint-
ment, to be covered by the Minnesota state retirement system. If a district court
administrator elects retirement coverage by the Minnesota state retirement system
pursuant to this subdivision, that coverage shall commence with first day of the
first payroll period occurring after the election. No person shall receive credit for
more than one month of service from the affected retirement funds for the month
in which the change in retirement coverage is elected.

History: 1981 ¢ 224 s 214

484.70 REFEREE POSITIONS, REGULATIONS.

Subdivision 1. The office of referee is abolished. No vacancy in the office
of referee, including family, juvenile, probate, and special term referees, shall be
filled, nor new office created. Persons holding the office of referee on June 30,
1980, in the second and August 15, 1980, in the fourth judicial district may
continue to serve at the pleasure of the chief judge of the district under the terms
and conditions of their appointment. All referees are subject to the administrative
authority and assignment power of the chief judge of the district as provided in
section 484.69, subdivision 3, and are not limited to assignment to family, probate,
juvenile or special term court. Part time referees holding office in the second
judicial district pursuant to this subdivision shall cease to hold office on July 31,
1984.

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1981 c 272 s 7]

Subd. 3. [Repealed, 1981 ¢ 272 s 7]

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1981 ¢ 272 s 7]

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1981 c 272 s 7] _

Subd. 6. No referee may hear a contested trial, hearing, motion or petition if
a party or attorney for a party objects in writing to the assignment of a referee to
hear the matter. The court shall by rule, specify the time within which an
objection must be filed.

Subd. 7. The duties and powers of referees shall be as follows:

(a) Hear and report all matters assigned by the chief judge.

(b) Recommend findings of fact, conclusions of law, temporary and interim
orders, and final orders for judgment.

(c) All recommended orders and findings of a referee shall be subject to
confirmation by a judge. Review of any recommended order or finding of a
referee by a judge may be by notice served and filed within ten days of effective
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notice of the recommended order or finding. The notice of review shall specify
the grounds for review and the specific provisions of the recommended findings or
orders disputed, and the court, upon receipt of a notice of review, shall set a time
and place for a review hearing.

(d) Upon the conclusion of the hearing in each case, the referee shall transmit
to a judge the court file together with recommended findings and orders in writing.
The recommended findings and orders of a referee become the findings and orders
of the court when confirmed by a judge. The order of the court shall be proof of
such confirmation, and also of the fact that the matter was duly referred to the
referees.

History: 1981 ¢ 272 s 3-5; ISp1981 ¢ 4 art 3 s 3,4; art 4526

484.701 SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT REFEREE POSITIONS.

Notwithstanding any provision in Laws 1981, Chapter 272 no new district
court referee positions may be created but any vacancies in referee positions in the
second judicial district which existed as of January 1, 1981 may be filled.

History: 1Sp1981 c 4 art 4 s 36

484.72 ELECTRONIC RECORDING OF COURT PROCEEDINGS.

Subdivision 1. Authorization. Except as provided in subdivision 4, electron-
ic recording equipment may be used to record court proceedings in lieu of a court
reporter. However, at the request of any party to any proceedings, the court may,
in its discretion, require a competent stenographer who meets minimum qualifica-
tions promulgated by the supreme court, to make a complete stenographic record
of the proceedings.

Subd. 2. Appointment of operator, costs and payment. The court shall have
the authority to appoint a person or persons to operate and monitor electronic
recording equipment. The person or persons may be paid on a salary basis, on a
contract basis, or such other basis as the court deems appropriate.

Subd. 3. Specification for electronic recording equipment; qualifications for
operator. For the purpose of this section the state court administrator shall
promulgate specifications for acceptable electronic recording equipment used to
record court proceedings and minimum qualifications for the persons who operate
and monitor the equipment.

Subd. 4. Limitations on use of electronic recording equipment. A competent
stenographer who meets minimum qualifications promulgated by the supreme
court, shall make a complete stenographic record of the following court proceed-
ings:

(1) Felony and gross misdemeanor offenses, except arraignments and first
appearance in district court as specified in rule 8 of the rules of criminal
procedure.

(2) District court jury trials.

(3) Contested district court trials and fact-finding hearings. Where required
by statute or court rule, electronic recording equipment may be used in addition to
the services of a competent stenographer.

Subd. 5. Malfunction of electronic recording. If, when electronic recording
equipment is used, a malfunction occurs in the recording process so that the
recording is incomplete, the court may declare a mistrial if the malfunction is
discovered during the trial. If the malfunction is discovered in the course of
preparing a transcript after a verdict has been entered, the court may grant a new
trial upon motion of any party.

History: 1981 ¢ 303 s I
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