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CHAPTER 378
BODIES OF WATER

378.22 Water aeration safety.

37822 WATER AERATION SAFETY.

Subdivision 1. Warning signs. Any permittee operating an aeration system
on public waters within the state shall comply with the sign posting requirements
of this section and applicable rules and orders of the commissioner of natural
resources.

Subd. 2. Posting requirements. Where an aeration system is used on the ice
of public waters, signs shall be posted by the permittee at a height of from four to
six feet in a rectangular pattern at each corner of the open water, with at least two
additional signs between the corner signs on any side exceeding 100 feet in length.

Additional signs shall be posted by the permittee on the shoreline of the
public waters at each public access point and other areas commonly used by the
public for access to the lake. The signs shall comply with the applicable order of
the commissioner of natural resources.

Subd. 3. Publication of notice. Advance public notice of the commence-
ment of any aeration system, authorized by a permit from the commissioner of
natural resources during periods of ice cover on public waters, shall be given by
the permittee. Minimum notice shall consist of publication of the location and
date of commencement of the system in a newspaper of general circulation in the
area where the system is proposed to be operated at least two times between five
and 20 days prior to commencement.

Subd. 4. Evidence. In any action for negligence arising out of the conduct
of aeration operations authorized by a permit from the commissioner of natural
resources during periods of ice cover on public waters, evidence of compliance
with the posting and publication requirements of this section and applicable rules,
orders and permit provisions of the commissioner of natural resources shall be
prima facie evidence of the exercise of due care by the permittee.

History: 1981 c 256 s 1
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