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CHAPTER 116J 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

116J.01 Department of energy, planning and devel- 116J.03 Definitions. 
opment. 116J.04 Energy policy development council. 

1I6J.02 Transfer of powers. 

116J.01 DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. 
Subdivision 1. Appointment. The department of energy, planning and de

velopment shall be supervised and controlled by the commissioner of energy, 
planning and development, who shall be appointed by the governor and serve 
under the provisions of section 15.06. 

Subd. 2. Unclassified positions. The commissioner may appoint a deputy 
commissioner and a personal secretary in the unclassified service. 

Subd. 3. Departmental organization. The commissioner shall organize the 
department as provided in section 15.06. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 64 

116J.02 TRANSFER OF POWERS. 
Subdivision 1. State planning agency. All powers, duties, and functions 

heretofore vested in or imposed on the state planning agency, state planning 
officer, or the director of planning by sections 4.10 to 4.36 or chapters 116C, 116D, 
116G, or any other law relating to the duties and powers of the state planning 
agency are transferred to, vested in, and imposed on the commissioner of energy, 
planning and development. The position of director of planning and the state 
planning agency as heretofore constituted are abolished. 

Subd. 2. Energy agency. All powers, duties, and functions heretofore vested 
in or imposed on the Minnesota energy agency or the director of the Minnesota 
energy agency by chapter 116H or any other law relating to the duties and powers 
of the director of the Minnesota energy agency are transferred to, vested in, and 
imposed on the commissioner of energy, planning and development. The position 
of director of the Minnesota energy agency and the Minnesota energy agency as 
heretofore constituted are abolished. 

Subd. 3. Department of economic development. All powers, duties, and 
functions heretofore vested in or imposed on the department of economic develop
ment or the commissioner of economic development by chapter 362 or any other 
law relating to the duties and powers of the commissioner of economic develop
ment are transferred to, vested in, and imposed on the commissioner of energy, 
planning and development. The position of commissioner of economic develop
ment and the department of economic development as heretofore constituted are 
abolished. 

Subd. 4. Positions transferred. Personnel positions in the state planning 
agency, energy agency, department of economic development and crime control 
planning board in the classified civil service, and temporary positions in the 
unclassified service established pursuant to section 43.05, subdivision 2, clause (9), 
formerly assigned to functions that are transferred by this section to the depart
ment of energy, planning and development are continued and transferred to the 
department of energy, planning and development along with the function transfer
red. 
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Subd. 5. Balances transferred. The unexpended balance of any appropria
tion to the state planning agency, the energy agency, the department of economic 
development, the crime control planning board, or any of their divisions or 
agencies is transferred to the commissioner of energy, planning and development, 
who shall pay all valid claims presented against those appropriations. 

Subd. 6. Records transferred. The director of planning, the director of the 
energy agency, the commissioner of economic development, and the chairperson of 
the crime control planning board shall transfer to the commissioner of energy, 
planning and development all contracts, books, maps, plans, papers, records, and 
property of every description within his jurisdiction or control. 

Subd. 7. Proceedings continued. Any proceeding, court action, prosecution, 
or other business or matter that is pending on the effective date of Laws 1981, 
Chapter 356, Section 65 and that involved or was commenced by the director of 
planning, the director of the energy agency, or the commissioner of economic 
development may be conducted and completed by the commissioner of energy, 
planning and development in the same manner, under the same terms and 
conditions, and with the same effect as though it involved or were commenced and 
conducted or completed by the officer who began it. 

Subd. 8. Authority continued. The authority of the commissioner of energy, 
planning and development regarding functions transferred to the commissioner by 
this section is a continuation of the authority of the officer from which it was 
transferred regarding those functions, with the same force and effect as though the 
functions, powers, or duties of the officer had not been assigned or transferred, 
and does not constitute a new authority for the purpose of succession to all rights, 
powers, duties, and obligations of the officer, as constituted at the time of the 
assignment or transfer. All rules heretofore promulgated under authority of a 
power, duty, or responsibility transferred by this section to the commissioner of 
energy, planning and development shall remain in full force and effect until 
amended or repealed. 

Subd. 9. Personnel positions abolished. All personnel positions formerly in 
the state planning agency, energy agency, or department of economic development 
and not transferred by this section to the department of energy, planning and 
development are abolished. All staff positions formerly serving the crime control 
planning board are abolished. Nothing in this section is intended to abrogate or 
modify any rights now enjoyed by affected employees under terms of an agree
ment between an exclusive bargaining representative and the state or one of its 
appointing authorities. 

Subd. 10. Report. The commissioner shall report to the energy and housing 
committee and the governmental operations committee of the senate and the 
regulated industries and energy committee and the governmental operation com
mittee of the house of representatives by November 15, 1981. The report shall 
detail recommendations on the proper organization of statewide energy functions, 
including but not limited to, power plant siting and capacity, certification of need, 
environmental impact studies, rate setting, and the jurisdiction and role of the 
environmental quality board. 

Subd. 11. Report. The commissioner shall report to the governmental 
operations committees of the senate and the house of representatives on the 
reorganization authorized by this section on or before March 1, 1982. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 65 
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116J.03 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Scope. As used in sections 4.11 to 4.30; 4.35; 4.36; 

116H.01 to 116H.23; 299A.03; 299A.04; and 362.12 to 362.53, the terms defined 
in this section have the meaning given them. 

Subd. 2. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of ener
gy, planning and development. 

Subd. 3. Department. "Department" means the department of energy, 
planning and development. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 66 

116J.04 ENERGY POLICY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL. 
A council of 15 members to act in an advisory capacity on energy policy 

development to the commissioner is created. Members shall be appointed by the 
governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, one from each congressional 
district and seven from the state at large. The council members shall broadly 
represent the scientific, technical, educational, business and labor fields and at 
least four members shall be from educational and scientific research institutions. 
The council shall develop recommendations on policy for energy issues and energy 
needs and shall advise the commissioner on the energy related functions of the 
department. The commissioner shall report to the legislature on the major energy 
policy recommendations of the council. The council shall organize and elect 
among its members such other officers as it may deem necessary. The council 
shall meet at the call of the chair. The terms, compensation and removal of 
members shall be as provided by section 15.059. The council may advise the 
commissioner on the transfer of energy agency personnel and functions. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 67 
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