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declare the land as surplus land to the commissioner of administration. The 
commissioner of administration shall offer the land for sale in the manner provided by 
law not less than six months after acquisition by the state and once thereafter in each of 
the next two years. Tillable land is land classified as class 1, 2, or 3 as defined by the 
United States soil conservation service. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary neither 
the state nor any of its subdivisions shall be required to construct or maintain any street, 
highway or other road to provide access to any parcel of land sold or exchanged 
pursuant to this section. The commissioner of natural resources may retain easements 
over parcels sold or exchanged pursuant to this section as are required for purposes of 
providing access to public waters or forest lands or access to insure stream bank 
stabilization and protection. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner of natural resources may apply to the legislative com­
mission on Minnesota resources for an exemption from the exchange or sale require­
ments of subdivision 1 in instances where it can be demonstrated that unique recreation­
al, historical or scientific values would be destroyed by the exchange or sale of tillable 
land or a farm homestead. Exemptions shall be decided by the commission on an indi­
vidual basis. If the application for exemption is not decided by the commission within 90 
days, the application shall be deemed to have been denied. 

Subd. 3. Moneys collected pursuant to section 89.022 shall be deposited in the 
general fund. 

[ 1979 c 248 s 1,2] 
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93.55 Failure to file or re-file; forfeiture after notice and hearing; leasing; recovery of 
fair market value of forfeited interest. 

Subdivision 1. If the owner of a mineral interest fails to file the verified statement 
required by section 93.52, before January 1, 1975, as to any interests owned on or before 
December 31, 1973, or within one year after acquiring such interests as to interests ac­
quired after December 31, 1973, and not previously filed under section 93.52, the mineral 
interest shall forfeit to the state after notice and opportunity for hearing as provided in 
this section. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner shall notify the last owner of record on file in either 
the county recorder's or registrar of titles' office of a hearing on an order to show cause 
why the mineral interest should not forfeit to the state absolutely. The notice shall be 
served in the same manner as provided for the service of summons in a civil action to 
determine adverse claims under chapter 559 and shall contain the following: (1) the legal 
description of the property upon or beneath which the interest exists; (2) a recitation 
that the statement of severed mineral interest either did not comply with the require­
ments specified by section 93.52 for such a statement or was not filed within the time 
specified in section 93.55, or both; and (3) that the court will be requested to enter an 
order adjudging the forfeiture of the mineral interest to be absolute in the absence of a 
showing that there was substantial compliance with laws requiring the registration and 
taxation of severed mineral interests. For the purposes of this section, substantial compli­
ance with laws requiring the registration and taxation of severed mineral interests means: 
(1) that the records in the office of the county recorder or registrar of titles specified the 
true ownership of the severed mineral interest during the time period within which the 
statement of severed mineral interest should have been registered with the county re­
corder or the registrar of titles, or that probate, divorce, bankruptcy, mortgage foreclo­
sure, or other proceedings affecting the title had been timely initiated and diligently pur­
sued by the true owner during the time period within which the severed mineral interest 
statement should have been registered, and (2) that all taxes relating to severed mineral 
interests had been timely paid, including any taxes which would have been due and 
owing under section 273.13, subdivision 2a, had the interest been properly filed for 
record as required by section 93.52 within the time specified in section 93.55. For the 
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purposes of this section, "timely paid" means paid within the time period during which 
tax forfeiture would not have been possible had a real property tax been assessed against 
the property. 

Subd. 3. After the forfeiture of the mineral interest is adjudged to be absolute, the 
mineral interest may be leased in the same manner as provided in section 93.335, for the 
lease of minerals and mineral rights becoming the absolute property of the state under 
the tax laws, except that no permit or lease issued pursuant to this section shall afford 
the permittee or lessee any of the rights of condemnation provided in section 93.05, as to 
overlying surface interests. 

Subd. 4. After the mineral interest has forfeited to the state pursuant to this sec­
tion, a person claiming an ownership interest before the forfeiture may recover the fair 
market value of the interest, either: (1) as an alternative claim raised in the hearing on 
the order to show cause why the mineral interest should not forfeit absolutely, with fair 
market value to be determined and paid as provided in this subdivision, or (2) in a sepa­
rate action brought as follows. An action may be commenced within six years after the 
forfeiture under this section to determine the ownership and the fair market value of the 
mineral interests in the property both at the time of forfeiture and at the time of bring­
ing the action. The action shall be brought in the manner provided in chapter 559, for 
an action to determine adverse claims, to the extent applicable. The person bringing the 
action shall serve notice of the action on the commissioner of natural resources in the 
same manner as is provided for service of notice of the action on a defendant. The com­
missioner may appear and contest the allegations of ownership and value in the same 
manner as a defendant in such actions. Persons determined by the court to be owners of 
the interests at the time of forfeiture to the state under this section may present to the 
commissioner of finance a verified claim for refund of the fair market value of the inter­
est. A copy of the court's decree shall be attached to the claim. Thereupon the commis­
sioner of finance shall refund to the claimant the fair market value at the time of forfei­
ture or at the time of bringing the action, whichever is lesser, less any taxes, penalties, 
costs, and interest which could have been collected during the period following the for­
feiture under this section, had the interest in minerals been valued and assessed for tax 
purposes at the time of forfeiture under this section. There is appropriated from the gen­
eral fund to the persons entitled to a refund an amount sufficient to pay the refund. 

Subd. 5. The forfeiture provisions of this section do not apply to mineral interests 
valued and taxed under other laws relating to the taxation of minerals, gas, coal, oil, or 
other similar interests, so long as a tax is imposed and no forfeiture under the tax laws is 
complete. However, if the mineral interest is valued under other tax laws, but no tax is 
imposed, the mineral interest forfeits under this section if not filed as required by this 
section. 

[ 1979 c 303 art 10s 1} 

93.551 Validation of certain statements; correction of certain errors. 

A statement of severed mineral interests which was filed within the time limits 
specified by section 93.55 is validly and timely filed even if the interest claimed by the 
owner does not correctly set forth the whole or fractional interest actually owned; the 
statement erroneously contained interests from more than one government section; the 
statement was not properly verified; or the interest, if registered property, was errone­
ously filed with the county recorder, or, if the interest was not registered property, was 
filed with the registrar of titles. The owner may file an amendment or supplement to the 
original statement for the purpose of correcting any or all of the errors described in this 
section. 

[ 1979 c 303 art 10 s 2 ] 

CHAPTER 94. LANDS, STATE FORESTS 

Sec. 
94.349 Transfers of title involving the state and 

governmental subdivisions of the state. 
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