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LEGISLATURE 

3.01 Subdivision 1. [ Repealed, 1973 c 1 s 3 ] 

Subd. 2. [ Repealed, 1971 c 71 s 1 ] 

3.011 SESSIONS. The legislature shall assemble at the seat of government on 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January of each odd numbered year; pro­
vided, however, that when the first Monday in January falls on January 1, the legisla­
ture shall assemble on the first Wednesday after the first Monday in January of that 
year; and at such other times as it may be called by the governor to meet in extra ses­
sion. 

[ 1973 c 1 s 1] 
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61 LEGISLATURE 3.082 

3.012 LEGISLATIVE DAY. A legislative day is any day when either house of 
the legislature is called to order. A legislative day shall commence at seven o'clock 
a.m. and continue until seven o'clock a.m. of the following calendar day. 

[ 7973 cls2] 

3.02 EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP. For all purposes of organization of either 
house of the legislature, a certificate of election thereto, duly executed by the auditor 
of the proper county, or by the secretary of state when the member is elected from 
more than one county, shall be prima facie evidence of the right to membership of the 
person therein named. 

[ RL s 10; 1969 c 9 s 1 } (25) 

3.03 [ Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17 ] 

3.04 [ Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17 ] 

3.05 ORGANIZATION. At noon of the day appointed for the convening of the 
legislature, the members thereof shall meet in their respective chambers. The lieuten­
ant governor shall call the senate to order; and the secretary of state, the house of 
representatives. In the absence of either of these officers, the oldest member present 
shall act in his place. The person so acting shall appoint, from the members present, a 
clerk pro tern, who shall call the legislative districts in the order of their numbers; 
and, as each is called, the persons claiming to be members therefrom shall present 
their certificates to be filed. All whose certificates are so presented shall then stand 
and be sworn.' 

[ RLs 13] (28) 

3.06 OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. Thereupon, a quorum being present, the 
respective houses shall elect the following officers, any of whom may be removed by 
resolution of the appointing body: 

The senate, a secretary, a first and a second assistant secretary, an enrolling 
clerk, an engrossing clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, an assistant sergeant-at-arms, and a 
chaplain; and 

The house, a speaker, who shall be a member thereof, a chief clerk, a first and a 
second assistant clerk, an index clerk, a chief sergeant-at-arms, a first and a second 
assistant sergeant-at-arms, a postmaster, an assistant postmaster, and a chaplain. 

[ GS 1894 s 220; RL s 14; 1905 c 52 s 1; Exl936 c4s 1; 1947 c 233 s 1 ] (29,30) 

3.07 ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES. Each house, after its organization, may ap­
point and at pleasure remove such employees as are provided for by its permanent 
rules or recommended by its committee on legislative expense. All officers and em­
ployees shall be paid by the day and shall receive such compensation as is provided 
by the permanent rules of the electing or appointing body or recommended by its 
committee on legislative expense; and, unless otherwise expressly provided by law, no 
such officer or employee shall receive any other compensation for his services. 

[ RL s 15; 1947 c 233 s 2 ] (31) 

3.08 ELECTION; DUTIES. In addition to theduties prescribed by law, such of­
ficers and employees shall perform such services as may be required of them by rule 
or vote of the appointing body or by direction of any committee thereof. 

[ RL s 16; 1947 c 233 s 3 ] (32) 

3.081 JURY EXEMPTION. Any member, officer, or employee of the legislature 
is exempt from duty as a juror during all sessions thereof. 

[ 1947 c 233 s 4] 

3.082 MEMBERS' EMPLOYMENT; CONTINUATION. Any member of the legis­
lature of the state of Minnesota who held a position, other than a temporary position, 
in the employ of any private employer in Minnesota at the commencement of his ser­
vice in any legislative session, who makes application for reemployment not later than 
30 days after the last legislative day in each calendar year, shall be continued in or re­
stored to such position, or to a position of like seniority, status and pay. 

[ 1974 c306s 1] 
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3.083 LEGISLATURE 62 

3.083 RETENTION OF SENIORITY, FRINGE BENEFITS AND TENURE. Any 
member of the legislature who is continued in or restored to a position in accordance 
with the provisions of section 3.082 shall be so continued or restored without loss of 
seniority, shall be entitled to participate in insurance or other benefits offered by the 
employer pursuant to its established rules and practices, and shall not be discharged 
from such position for a period of three years after his continuation or restoration ex­
cept in the reverse order of his seniority with the employer within the field of the leg­
islator's training and experience without good cause after such continuation or resto­
ration. 

[ 1974 c 306s 2] 

3.085 [ Repealed, 1974 c 306 s 5 ] 

3.086 [ Repealed, 1974 c 306 s 5 ] 

3.087 RIGHT OF ACTION IN DISTRICT COURT. In case any private employer 
fails or refuses to comply with the provisions of sections 3.082 and 3.083, the district 
court of the state of Minnesota for the district in which such private employer main­
tains a place of business, shall have the power, upon the filing of a memorandum, pe­
tition or other appropriate pleading by the member of the legislature entitled to the 
benefits of such provisions, to specifically require such employer to comply with such 
provisions, and, as an incident thereto, to compensate such member of the legislature 
for any loss of wages or benefits suffered by reason of such employer's unlawful ac­
tion. The court shall order a speedy hearing in any such case and shall advance it on 
the calendar. 

[ 1955 c 690 s 3; 1974 c 306 s 3 ] 

3.088 LEAVE OF ABSENCE. Subdivision 1. Leave of absence without pay. 
Subject to the conditions herein prescribed, any officer or employee of any political 
subdivision, municipal corporation, or school district of the state or institution of 
learning maintained by the state who engages in service as a state legislator during a 
session shall be entitled to leave of absence from his public office or employment 
without pay during any part or all of the service, with right of reinstatement as here­
inafter provided. 

Subd. 2. Reinstatement. Except as otherwise hereinafter provided, upon the 
completion of the last legislative day in each calendar year the officer or employee 
shall be reinstated in the public position which he held at the time of entry into the 
legislature, or a public position of like seniority, status, and pay if it is available at the 
same salary which he would have received if he had not taken the leave, upon the fol­
lowing conditions: (1) that the position has not been abolished or that the term 
thereof, if limited, has not expired; (2) that he makes written application for reinstate­
ment to the appointing authority within 30 days after the last legislative day in a cal­
endar year. Upon reinstatement the officer or employee shall have the same rights 
with respect to accrued and future seniority status, efficiency rating, vacation, insur­
ance benefits, sick leave, and other benefits as if he had been actually employed dur­
ing the time of the leave. Provided, however, that no public employer shall be required 
to compensate a reinstated employee or officer for any time spent by that employee or 
officer away from his or her work for the employer and on the business of the state 
legislature at any time during the period between the first and last legislative day in 
each calendar year. No officer or employee reinstated shall be removed or discharged 
within one year thereafter except for cause, after notice and hearing; but this shall not 
operate to extend a term of service limited by law. 

Subd. 3. Officers and employees to preserve pension and retirement rights. Any 
public officer or employee receiving leave of absence under this section or who is 
elected as a state constitutional officer and having rights in any state, municipal, or 
other public pension, retirement, or relief system shall retain all the rights accrued up 
to the time of taking leave. The time spent by the employee as a member of the legis­
lature or who is elected as a state constitutional officer shall be calculated in the same 
manner as if he had spent that time in the service of his public employer for the pur­
pose of determining vesting of his rights in the employer's pension, retirement or re­
lief system. Under no circumstances shall two governmental units pay the employee's 
share of pension contributions for that period on which he is on leave of absence to 
serve in the legislature. 
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Subd. 4. Vacancies to be filled temporarily. When a public officer or employee 
is absent with leave under the provisions of this section and it is necessary in the pub­
lic interest to provide for the performance of the duties of his position during the ab­
sence, the authority having power to fill a vacancy in the position may appoint a sub­
stitute, to be known as acting incumbent, who shall qualify as required for the regular 
incumbent, receive the same compensation as fixed by law, or otherwise the compen­
sation as fixed by proper authority, and have all the powers and perform all the duties 
of the position until the return of the regular incumbent. This section shall not pre­
clude the making of any other provision for the discharge of the duties of the position 
which may be otherwise authorized by law. 

Subd. 5. Supplementary. The rights and privileges granted by this section shall 
not apply when the legislative office is constitutionally or legally incompatible with 
the public office or employment or when the legislator chooses to take leave provided 
by other law. 

Subd. 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law or ordinance or the 
provisions of any state, municipal, or other public retirement or relief association reg­
ulation or bylaw, a person who has served as a member of the legislature and has 
qualified for a legislative retirement pension or allowance shall not be disqualified 
from receiving that retirement pension or allowance by reason of the fact that he is 
entitled to receive a public pension or retirement benefit as a result of employment by 
another public employer, and the person shall receive both the legislative retirement 
pension or allowance and any state, municipal or other public pension or retirement 
benefit for which he has qualified. 

[ 1974 c 306 s 4] 

3.09 COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES. The compensation of officers and 
employees shall be at the rates per day fixed by the permanent rules of the electing or 
appointing body or recommended by its committee on legislative expense. 

[ RL s 17; 1907 c 229 s 1; 1909 c 132 s 1; Exl936 c 115 s 1; Exl937 c 82 s 1; 
1947c233s5] (33) 

3.095 LEGISLATIVE EMPLOYEES, LEAVES. Rules of the department of per­
sonnel pertaining to sick leave and annual leave shall apply to all permanent employ­
ees of the legislature and of legislative committees and commissions. 

[ 1965 c 901 s 76; 1973 c 507 s 45 ] 

3.096 TRANSFER OF LEAVE. An employee in the classified service who ac­
cepts a position as a permanent employee of the legislature shall have any accrued 
vacation or sick leave transferred and placed to his credit on the legislative records. A 
permanent employee of the legislature who accepts a position in the classified service 
shall have any accrued vacation or sick leave transferred and placed to his credit on 
the records of the new appointing authority. 

[ Exl967 c 48 s 65] 

3.099 MEMBERS; COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES, FLEXIBLE SESSIONS. 
The compensation of each member of the house of representatives of the legislature 
shall be $16,800 for the entire term to which he is elected, which'shall be due on the 
first day of the regular legislative session of the term and payable as follows: 

$700 on the fifteenth day of January and on the first day of each month, Febru­
ary to December, inclusive, during the term for which he was elected. 

The compensation of each senator of the legislature shall be $33,600 for the term 
to which he is elected, of which $16,800 shall be due on the first day of each regular 
legislative session of the term and payable as follows: 

$700 on the fifteenth day of January and on the first day of each month Febru­
ary to December, inclusive, during the term for which he was elected. 

Each member shall receive mileage for necessary travel in going to and returning 
from the place of meeting to his place of residence in such amount and for such trips 
as may be authorized by the senate as to senate members, and by the house of repre­
sentatives as to house members. 

Each member shall receive in addition to the foregoing, such per diem living ex­
penses during a regular or special session of the legislature in such amounts and for 
such purposes as may be determined by the senate as to senate members and by the 
house of representatives as to house members. 
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3.101 LEGISLATURE 64 

On the fifteenth day of January and on the first day of each month, February to 
December, inclusive, the secretary of the senate and the chief clerk of the house of 
representatives, shall certify to the commissioner of finance, in duplicate, the amount 
of compensation then payable to each member of their respective houses, and the 
aggregate thereof. 

[ Exl971 c 32 s 22 subd 1; 1973 c 492 s 14 } 

3.10 [ Repealed, Exl971 c 32 s 22 subd 2 ] 

3.101 LIVING EXPENSES DURING SESSION. A member of the legislature in 
addition to the compensation and mileage otherwise provided for by law shall be reim­
bursed for his living and other expenses incurred in the performance of his duties dur­
ing a regular session, a special session, and when the legislature is not in session in 
the manner and in such amount as may be prescribed by the senate as to senate mem­
bers and by the house of representatives as to house members. 

[ 1969 c 1139 s 70] 

3.102 LEGISLATIVE LIVING EXPENSES. Each member of the legislature shall 
be reimbursed for expenses incurred while engaged in official business when the legis­
lature is not in session. The amount of such reimbursement shall not exceed $33 per 
day as a per diem expense allowance for all expenses incurred except travel and lodg­
ing. The member shall also be reimbursed for travel and lodging expenses in the same 
manner and amount as state employees. 

Expenses for members of the legislature are payable in the manner and in the 
amount designated by the senate committee on rules and administration as to mem­
bers of the senate and by the committee on rules and legislative administration as to 
members of the house of representatives. 

The expense allowances provided for herein to the persons designated are in lieu 
of any other expenses authorized by law or resolution for the same purposes. 

[ Exl971 c3s 83; Exl971 c 48 s 15; 1973 c 720 s 55; 1975 c 204 s 63 ] 

3.103 SPECIAL SESSION LIVING EXPENSES. Each member of the legislature, 
during a special session thereof, shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the per­
formance of his duties in the same amounts, for the same purposes, and in the same 
manner as were authorized for the members of the senate and the members of the 
house of representatives at the last regular session occurring immediately prior to 
such special session. Reimbursement for travel, however, shall not exceed more than 
one round trip per member per each seven calendar days in which the legislature 
meets in such special session. This section applies to each special session of the legis­
lature commencing after May 24, 1971. 

[ Exl971 c3s70] 
3.11 [ Repealed, 1957 c 811 s 2 ] 
3.12 [ Repealed, 1961 c 561 s 17 ] 

3.13 PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER; COMPENSATION. The president of the sen­
ate and the speaker of the house shall receive, in addition to the amounts specified in 
section 3.09, the sum of $5 each per day during any session of the legislature. 

[ 1907 c229s3] (37) 

3.14 CONTEMPTS. Each house may punish, as a contempt, any breach of its 
privileges, or of the privileges of its members, but only for one or more of the follow­
ing offenses: 

(1) Arresting or causing to be arrested, any member or officer thereof, in viola­
tion of his privilege from arrest; 

(2) Disorderly conduct in its view and presence, or in the view and presence of 
any of its committees, tending to interrupt their proceedings; 

(3) Giving or offering a bribe to any member, or attempting by menace or by any 
corrupt or improper means, directly or indirectly, to control or influence a member in 
giving or withholding his vote. No person shall be excused from attending and testify­
ing before either house of the legislature, or a committee thereof, for an alleged of­
fense upon an investigation in reference to such giving or offering of a bribe, or at-
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tempting by menace or by any corrupt or improper means, directly or indirectly, to 
control or influence a member in giving or withholding his vote upon the ground, or 
for the reason that the testimony or evidence, documentary or otherwise, required of 
him may tend to convict him of a crime or subject him to a penalty or forfeiture; but 
no person shall be prosecuted, or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture for, or on ac­
count of, any transaction, matter, or thing concerning which he may so testify, or pro­
duce evidence, documentary or otherwise, and no testimony, so given or produced, 
shall be received against him upon any criminal investigation or proceeding. 

[ RL s 19; 1907 c 319 s 1; 1971 c 227 s 2 ] (38) 

3.15 PUNISHMENT FOR CONTEMPT. Punishment for contempt shall be by 
imprisonment, but the term thereof shall not extend beyond the session at which it is 
inflicted. When either house shall direct the imprisonment of any person for a con­
tempt the keeper of the common jail of the county in which the seat of government is 
situated shall receive such person and detain him in close confinement during the 
term fixed by the order of commitment, or until he is discharged by vote of the com­
mitting body or by due process of law. 

[ RLs20] (39) 

3.151 DISTURBING LEGISLATURE OR INTIMIDATING MEMBER. Every per­
son who shall wilfully disturb the legislature, or either house thereof, while in session, 
or who shall commit any disorderly conduct in the presence and view of either house 
thereof, tending to interrupt its proceedings or impair the respect due to its authority, 
or who, wilfully, by intimidation or otherwise, shall prevent any member of the legis­
lature from attending any session of the house of which he shall be a member, or of 
any committee thereof, or from giving his vote upon any question which may come 
before such house, or from performing any other official act, shall be guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. 

[ RL s 4815 ] (10000) 
3.152 [ Repealed, 1971 c 227 s 3 ] 

3.153 LEGISLATIVE SUBPOENAS. Subdivision 1. Any standing or interim leg­
islative committee by a two-thirds vote of its members, may request the issuance of 
subpoenas, including subpoenas duces tecum, requiring the appearance of persons, 
production of relevant records, and the giving of relevant testimony. Subpoenas shall 
be issued by the chief clerk of the house or the secretary of the senate upon receipt of 
such request. A person subpoenaed to attend a meeting of the legislature or a hearing 
of a legislative committee shall receive the same fees and expenses provided by law 
for witnesses in district court. 

Subd. 2. Service of a subpoena authorized by this section shall be made in the 
manner provided by law for the service of subpoenas in civil actions at least seven 
days prior to the date fixed in the subpoena for appearance or production of records 
unless a shorter period of time is authorized by a majority vote of all the members of 
the legislative committee. 

Subd. 3. Any person served with a subpoena shall also be served with a notice 
that he may be accompanied by counsel of his own choosing in the event a personal 
appearance is required. In addition, any person served with a subpoena issued by a 
legislative committee shall also be served with a copy of the resolution or statute es­
tablishing the committee, and a general statement informing him of the subject matter 
of the committee's investigation or inquiry. 

Subd. 4. In order to carry out the authority granted by Laws 1971, Chapter 227, 
any committee authorized by subdivision 1 to request the issuance of subpoenas may, 
by a two-thirds vote of its members, request the issuance of attachments to compel 
the attendance of witnesses who, having been duly subpoenaed to attend, fail to do so. 
The chief clerk of the house or the secretary of the senate upon receipt of the request 
shall apply to the district court of Ramsey county for issuance of the attachment. 

Subd! 5. Any person who without lawful excuse fails to respond to subpoenas is­
sued pursuant to Laws 1971, Chapter 227 or who, having been subpoenaed, willfully 
refuses to be sworn or affirm or to answer any material or proper question before a 
committee of the legislature is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
may be punished accordingly. 

[ 1971 c227s 1 ) 
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3.16 MEMBERS, OFFICERS OF, OR ATTORNEYS EMPLOYED BY, EXCUSED 
FROM COURT DUTY. No member or officer of, or any attorney employed by, the leg­
islature shall be compelled to attend as a witness in any court of this state during the 
session of the legislature, or while attending meetings of any legislative committee or 
commission when the legislature is not in session unless the court in which the action 
is pending, upon sufficient showing, shall otherwise order with the consent of the pre­
siding officer of the body of which such witness is an employee or the consent of the 
body of which such witness is a member. No cause or proceeding, civil or criminal, in 
court or before any commission or officer or referee thereof or motion or hearing 
therein, in which a member or officer of, or any attorney employed by, the legislature 
is a party, attorney, or witness shall be tried or heard during the session of the legisla­
ture or while any member, officer of, or attorney employed by the legislature is at­
tending meetings of any legislative committee or commission when the legislature is 
not in session but shall be continued until the legislature or the committee or commis­
sion meeting shall have adjourned. The member or officer of, or any attorney em­
ployed by, the legislature may, with the consent of the body of the legislature of 
which he is a member or officer, or employed by, waive this privilege and in this case 
the cause or proceeding, motion, or hearing may be tried or heard at such time as will 
not conflict with legislative duties. 

[ 1909 c51 s 1; 1925 c 18 s 1; 1927 c 47 s 1; 1929 c 19 s 1; 1941 c 45 s 1; 1957 c 
183 s 1] (40) 

3.17 JOURNALS. A journal of the daily proceedings in each house shall be 
printed and laid before each member at the beginning of the next day's session. After 
it has been publicly read and corrected, a copy of the journal, kept by the secretary 
and chief clerk, respectively, and a transcript thereof as approved shall be certified by 
the secretary or clerk to the printer, who shall print the corrected sheets for the per­
manent journal. Executive messages, addresses, reports, communications, and all vo­
luminous documents other than amendments to the constitution or to bills and resolu­
tions and the protests of members submitted under the Constitution of the State of 
Minnesota, Article 4, Section 11, shall be omitted from the journals, unless otherwise 
ordered by vote. 

[ RL s 21; 1976 c 2 s 172 ] (41) 

3.18 OTHER RECORDS. Each house may determine, by rule or resolution, 
what number of copies of its journal shall be printed, and the form and contents of 
the other records it may see fit to keep. In like manner it may cause to be printed, in 
an appendix to its journal, the documents it shall desire to so preserve; but, if both 
houses shall order the same document to be so printed, it shall be inserted only in the 
appendix to the senate journal. 

[ RLs22] (42) 

3.185 ALTERING DRAFT OF BILL. Every person who shall fraudulently alter 
the draft of any bill or resolution which has been presented to either house of the leg­
islature to be passed or adopted, with intent to procure it to be passed or adopted by 
either house, or certified by its presiding officer, in language different from that in­
tended by such house, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

[ RLs4816] (10001) 

3.19 ENGROSSING AND ENROLLING. All bills, joint resolutions, and legisla­
tive acts shall be engrossed or enrolled in the manner provided by the rules of the sen­
ate and the house of representatives or the joint rules thereof. In the engrossing or 
enrolling of bills copying machines and other labor saving devices and equipment shall 
be used to the greatest possible extent. 

[ 1905 c 153 s 1; 1959 c 366 s 1 ] (43) 

3.191 ALTERING ENGROSSED BILL. Every person who shall fraudulently al­
ter the engrossed copy or enrollment of any bill which has been passed by the legisla­
ture, with intent to procure it to be approved by the governor, or certified by the sec­
retary of state, or printed or published by the printer of the statutes, in language 
different from that in which it was passed by the legislature, shall be guilty of a fel­
ony. 

[ R. L. s4817] (10002) 
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3.195 REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE. Whenever a report to the legislature 
is required of a department or agency of government, it shall be made, unless other­
wise specifically required by law, by the filing of one copy with the secretary of the 
senate, one copy with the chief clerk of the house of representatives, and ten copies 
with the legislative reference library. The same distribution procedure shall be fol­
lowed for other reports and publications unless otherwise requested by a legislator or 
the legislative reference library. The legislative reference library shall monthly publish 
and distribute to legislators a checklist of state documents. Additional copies of the 
checklist sufficient for distribution to all state agencies, public, university and college 
libraries shall be provided by the documents section, department of administration. 

[ 1974 c 456 s 1; 1976 c 30 s 1 ] 

AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 

3.20 FORM OF ACT; SUBMISSION. Every act for the submission of an amend­
ment to the constitution shall set forth the section as the same will read in case the 
amendment is adopted, with such other matter only as may be necessary to show in 
what section or article the alteration is proposed. It shall be submitted and voted upon 
at the general election next ensuing in the manner provided for by the general law re­
lating to such elections. If adopted, the governor shall announce the fact by proclama­
tion. 

[ RLs24] (45) 

3.21 NOTICE. At least four months preceding such election, the attorney gen­
eral shall furnish to the secretary of state a statement of the purpose and effect of all 
amendments proposed showing clearly the form of the existing sections, and of the 
same as they will read if amended, except that when any section to which an amend­
ment is proposed exceeds 150 words in length, the statement shall show that part of 
the section in which a change is proposed, both in its existing form and as it will read 
when amended, together with such portions of the context as the attorney general 
deems necessary to an understanding of the proposed amendment. In the month of 
October prior to the election, the secretary of state shall give two weeks published no­
tice of such statement in all legal newspapers of the state. The secretary of state shall 
furnish such statement to such newspapers in plate, mat, or reproduction black and 
white paper form from seven-and-one-half-point type on eight-point slugs. The maxi­
mum rate for such publication shall be 16 cents per standard line for the two publica­
tions. If any newspaper shall refuse the publication of the amendments, this refusal 
and failure of the publication shall have no effect on the validity of the amendments. 
The secretary of state shall also forward to each county auditor copies of such state­
ment, in poster form, in quantities sufficient to supply each election district of his 
county with two copies thereof. The auditor shall cause two copies to be conspicu­
ously posted at or near each polling place on election day. Wilful or negligent failure 
by any official named to perform any duty imposed upon him by this section shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor. 

[ RL s 25; 1907 c 152; 1913 c 299 s 1; 1941 c 136 s 1; 1951 c 699 s 1; 1974 c 38 s 
1; 1974 c 184 s 1 ] (46) 

3.22 PAYMENT. The publisher of any newspaper publishing the proposed 
amendments shall, before receiving his fees for the publication, file with the secretary 
of state an affidavit showing the qualification and legality of the newspaper and that 
the publication of such amendments has been made as required by law. 

[ 1913 c 299s 2] (47) 

STANDING APPROPRIATIONS 

3.23 APPROPRIATIONS. A standing appropriation, within the meaning of sec­
tions 3.23 and 3.24, is one which sets apart a specified or unspecified and open 
amount of public money or funds of the state general fund for expenditure for any 
purpose and makes that amount, or some part of it, available for use continuously and 
at a time more distant than the end of the second fiscal year after the session of the 
legislature at which the appropriation is made. 

Every appropriation stated to be an "annual appropriation," "payable annually," 
"appropriated annually," or "annually appropriated," and every appropriation de­
scribed by equivalent terms or language is to be included among the standing appro-
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priations as hereinbefore defined. 
[ 1913 c 140 s 1; 1969 c 399 s 1 ] (48) 

3.24 STANDING APPROPRIATION REPEALED. Each and every provision of 
the laws of Minnesota constituting a standing appropriation of money from the gen­
eral fund, or derived from any revenue of the state, or in any way justifying the con­
tinuous payment of any money from the treasury of the state, is hereby repealed, ex­
cept in cases where there is a provision for a tax levy or fees or receipts for any 
purpose and set apart in a special fund, and also excepting the miscellaneous receipts 
of all state educational, charitable, and penal institutions, and the state agricultural 
society; and all standing or continuous appropriations not based on a tax levy, fees, or 
receipts, as heretofore provided, are hereby abolished and terminated and each and 
every word, clause, and paragraph providing for such appropriations is hereby 
stricken from the laws of this state, respectively, in which they occur. 

All acts containing provisions for standing appropriations shall remain unaf­
fected by sections 3.23 and 3.24, except as to such appropriations and the amount 
thereof. 

[ 1913 c 140 s 2; 1969 c 399 s 1 ] (49) 

3.25 APPROPRIATIONS; NOT DISCLOSING SOURCE. Whenever moneys are 
appropriated from the state treasury and the appropriation does not disclose the 
source thereof, the appropriation is from the general fund. 

[ Exl971 c3 s97] 

UNIFORM LEGISLATION 

3.251 COMMISSION ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS. A commission on uniform 
state laws consisting of four commissioners is created. Before the first day of June, 
each odd-numbered year, the governor, the attorney general, and the chief justice of 
the supreme court shall appoint three persons learned in the law to serve as commis­
sioners for a term of two years, and until their successors are appointed. The fourth 
commissioner is the revisor of statutes or his designated assistant. If a vacancy occurs 
in the commission the appointing officers shall fill the vacancy for the remainder of 
the term. 

[ 1943 c 348 s 1; 1969 c 39 s 1 ] 

3.252 COMMISSIONERS TO REPRESENT STATE. The commissioners shall 
represent this state in the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State 
Laws; examine into legal subjects on which uniformity of legislation in the different 
states is desirable; ascertain the best means to effect uniformity; represent Minnesota 
in conventions of like commissioners of other states; cooperate in the consideration 
and drafting of uniform acts for submission to the legislatures of the several states; 
prepare bills adapting such uniform acts to our statutes for introduction in the legisla­
ture. The commission shall keep a record of all its transactions. 

[ 1943 c 348 s 2; 1969 c 540 s 1 ] 

3.253 NO COMPENSATION FOR COMMISSIONERS. The commissioners shall 
serve without compensation for services as commissioners. 

[ 1943 c348s3] 
3.254 [ Expired ] 

INTERSTATE COOPERATION 

3.29 COMMISSION ON INTERSTATE COOPERATION. Subdivision 1. Senate 
committee. There is hereby established a standing committee of the senate of this 
state, to be officially known as the senate committee on interstate cooperation, and to 
consist of five senators. The members and the chairman of this committee shall be 
designated in the same manner as is customary in the case of the members and chair­
men of other standing committees of the senate. In addition to the regular members, 
the president of the senate shall be ex officio an honorary non-voting member of this 
committee. 

Subd. 2. House committee. There is hereby established a similar standing com­
mittee of the house of representatives of this state, to be officially known as the house 
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committee on interstate cooperation, and to consist of five members of the house of 
representatives. The members and the chairman of this committee shall be designated 
in the manner as is customary in the case of the members and chairmen of other 
standing committees of the house of representatives. In addition to the regular mem­
bers the speaker of the house of representatives shall be ex officio an honorary non­
voting member of this committee. 

Subd. 3. Governor's committee. There is hereby established a committee of ad­
ministrative officials and employees of this state, to be officially known as the gover­
nor's committee on interstate cooperation, and to consist of five members. Its mem­
bers shall be the budget director or the corresponding official of this state, ex officio; 
the attorney general, ex officio; the chief of the staff of the state planning board or the 
corresponding official of this state, ex officio; and two other administrative officials or 
employees to be designated by the governor. If there is uncertainty as to the identity 
of any of the ex officio members of this committee, the governor shall determine the 
question, and his determination and designation shall be conclusive. The governor 
shall appoint one of the five members of this committee as its chairman. In addition to 
the regular members, the governor shall be ex officio an honorary non-voting member 
of this committee. 

Subd. 4. Minnesota commission. There is hereby established the Minnesota 
commission on interstate cooperation, which shall be composed of 15 regular mem­
bers, namely: 

The five members of the senate committee on interstate cooperation; 
The five members of the house committee on interstate cooperation; and 
The five members of the governor's committee on interstate cooperation. 
The governor, the president of the senate, and the speaker of the house of repre­

sentatives shall be, ex officio, honorary non-voting members of this commission. The 
chairman shall be elected by the members of this commission. 

Subd. 5. Senate council and house council of American legislators. The standing 
committee of the senate and the standing committee of the house of representatives 
shall function during the regular sessions of the legislature and also during the interim 
periods between the sessions during the term of their respective offices and until their 
successors are designated by the president of the senate and the speaker of the house, 
respectively; and they shall, respectively, constitute for this state the senate council 
and the house council of the American legislators' association. The incumbency of 
each administrative member of this commission shall extend until the first day of Feb­
ruary next following his appointment, and thereafter until his successor is appointed. 

Subd. 6. Functions of commission. It shall be the function of this commission: 
(1) To carry forward the participation of this state as a member of the council of 

state governments; 
(2) To encourage and assist the legislative, executive, administrative, and judicial 

officials and employees of this state to develop and maintain friendly contact by corre­
spondence, by conference, and otherwise, with officials and employees of the other 
states, of the federal government, and of local units of government; 

(3) To endeavor to advance cooperation between this state and other units of 
government whenever it seems advisable to do so by formulating proposals for, and 
by facilitating: 

(a) The adoption of compacts; 
(b) The enactment of uniform or reciprocal statutes; 
(c) The adoption of uniform or reciprocal administrative rules and regulations; 
(d) The informal cooperation of governmental offices with one another; 
(e) The personal cooperation of governmental officials and employees with one 

another, individually; 
(f) The interchange and clearance of research and information; and 
(g) Any other suitable process. 
(4) To do all such acts as will in the opinion of the commission enable this state 

to do its part, or more than its part, in forming a more perfect union among the vari­
ous governments in the United States and in developing the council of state govern­
ments for that purpose. 
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Subd. 7. Powers and duties. The commission on interstate cooperation shall es­
tablish such delegations and committees as it deems advisable, in order that they may 
confer and formulate proposals concerning effective means to secure interstate har­
mony, and may perform other functions for the commission in obedience to its deci­
sions. Subject to the approval of the commission, the member or members of each 
such delegation or committee shall be appointed by the chairman of the commission. 
State officials or employees who are not members of the commission on interstate co­
operation may be appointed as members of any such delegation or committee, but pri­
vate citizens holding no governmental position in this state shall not be eligible. The 
commission may provide such other rules as it considers appropriate concerning the 
membership and the functioning of any such delegation or committee. The commis­
sion may provide for advisory boards for itself and for its various delegations and 
committees, and may authorize private citizens to serve on such boards. 

Subd. 8. Reports; expenses. The commission shall report to the governor and to 
the legislature on November 15, in each even numbered year, and at such other times 
as it deems appropriate. Its members and the members of all delegations and commit­
tees which it establishes shall serve without compensation for such service, but they 
shall be paid their necessary expenses in carrying out their obligations under this 
chapter. The commission may employ a secretary and a stenographer; it may incur 
such other expenses as may be necessary for the proper performance of its duties; 
and it may, by contributions to the council of state governments, participate with 
other states in maintaining the council's district and central secretariats, and its other 
governmental services. 

Subd. 9. Informal titles. The committees and the commission established by this 
section shall be informally known, respectively, as the senate cooperation committee, 
the house cooperation committee, the governor's cooperation committee, and the Min­
nesota cooperation commission. 

Subd. 10. Council of state governments; governmental agency. The council of 
state governments is hereby declared to be a joint governmental agency of this state 
and of the other states which cooperate through it. 

Subd. 11. Secretary of state; duties. The secretary of state shall forthwith com­
municate the text of this measure to the governor, to the senate, and to the house of 
representatives, of each of the other states of the Union, and shall advise each legisla­
ture which has not already done so that it is hereby memorialized to enact a law simi­
lar to this measure, thus establishing a similar commission, and thus joining with this 
state in the common cause of reducing the burdens which are imposed upon the citi­
zens of every state by governmental confusion, competition and conflict. 

[ 1937 c 315 s 1-11; 1963 c 409 s 1; 1969 c 540 s 2 ] (53-61 to 53-71) 

LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

3.30 LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY COMMISSION. Subdivision 1. Appropriation; 
transfers. There is hereby authorized one general contingent appropriation for each 
year of the biennium in such amount as the legislature may deem sufficient. There is 
further authorized such additional special contingent appropriations as the legislature 
may deem necessary. Transfers from such appropriations to the appropriations of the 
various departments and agencies may be made by the commissioner of finance sub­
ject to the following provisions: 

(a) Transfers may be authorized by the commissioner of finance not exceeding 
$5,000 for the same purpose for any quarterly period; 

(b) Transfers exceeding $5,000 but not exceeding $10,000 may be authorized by 
the commissioner of finance with the approval of the governor; 

(c) Transfers exceeding $10,000 may be authorized by the governor; provided, 
that no such transfer shall be made until the governor has consulted the legislative ad­
visory commission hereinafter provided for and such commission has made its recom­
mendation thereon. Such recommendation shall be advisory only. Failure or refusal of 
the commission to make a recommendation promptly shall be deemed a negative rec­
ommendation. 

The commissioner of finance shall return to the appropriate contingent account 
any funds transferred under this subdivision that the commissioner determines are not 
needed. 
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Subd. 2. Members; duties. The chairman of the senate committee on taxes and 
tax laws, the chairman of the senate committee on finance, the chairman of the house 
committee on taxes and tax laws, and the chairman of the house committee on appro­
priations shall constitute the legislative advisory commission. The governor shall pre­
side over the meetings of the commission but shall not be a member thereof. If any of 
the legislative members elect not to serve on the commission, the house of which they 
are members, if in session, shall select some other member for such vacancy. If the 
legislature is not in session, vacancies in the legislative membership of the commis­
sion shall be filled by the last speaker of the house or, if he be not available, by the 
last chairman of the house rules committee, in case of a house vacancy, and by the 
last senate committee on committees or other appointing authority designated by the 
senate rules in case of a senate vacancy. The commissioner of finance shall act as sec­
retary of the commission and shall keep a permanent record and minutes of its pro­
ceedings, which shall be public records. The commissioner of finance shall transmit, 
under the provisions of section 3.195, a report to the next legislature of all actions of 
said commission. The members of the commission shall receive traveling and subsist­
ence expenses in attending meetings of the commission. The commission shall meet 
from time to time upon the call of the governor or upon the call of the secretary at 
the request of three or more of its members. 

Subd. 2a. [ Repealed, 1976 c 231 s 34 ] 
Subd. 3. Limitations. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to 

prevent the appropriation of separate contingent funds to the governor and the attor­
ney general, or to limit the use of said funds as otherwise authorized by law. 

Subd. 4. Public relief advisory committee; abolition. The Minnesota public relief 
advisory committee is abolished, and its powers and duties are transferred to the leg­
islative advisory commission. 

[ 1943 c 594 s 1; 1971 c 713 s 1,2; Exl971 c 48 s 3; 1973 c 492 s 4 subd 2, s 14; 
1975 c 271 s 6; 1976 c 149 s 1; 1976 c 231 s 1 ] 

LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 
3.301 [ Repealed, 1973 c 598 s 5 ] 

3.302 LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY. Subdivision 1. A legislative ref­
erence library is established under the jurisdiction and control of the legislative coor­
dinating commission. 

Subd. 2. The legislative reference library shall collect, index, and make available 
in suitable form information relative to governmental and legislative subjects which 
will aid members of the legislature in the performance of their duties in an efficient 
and economical manner. It shall maintain an adequate collection of public documents 
of Minnesota and other states and may enter into loan agreements with other librar­
ies. 

Subd. 3. The legislative reference library is a depository of all documents pub­
lished by the state and shall receive such materials automatically without cost. As 
used in this chapter, "document" shall include any publication issued by the state, 
constitutional officers, departments, commissions, councils, bureaus, research centers, 
societies, or other agencies supported by state funds, or any publication prepared for 
the state by private individuals or organizations and issued in print, including all 
forms of duplicating other than by the use of carbon paper, considered to be of inter­
est or value to the legislative reference library. Intraoffice or interoffice memos and 
forms and information concerning only the internal operation of an agency are not in­
cluded. 

Subd. 4. The legislative reference library may utilize the materials assembled to 
prepare studies and reports providing pertinent information regarding subjects which 
are or may become items of concern to members of the legislature and where war­
ranted publish such studies and reports. 

[ 1969 c 1130 s 2; 1973 c 598 s 3; 1975 c 271 s 6; 1976 c 30 s 2 ] 

3.3025 DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY. Subdivision 1. 
The legislative coordinating commission shall appoint a director of the legislative ref­
erence library who is qualified to perform the duties imposed upon the office at an an­
nual salary which it shall fix unless otherwise provided for by law. The director of the 
legislative reference library shall serve at the pleasure of the commission and shall be 
reimbursed for any necessary travel expenses. 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1976



3.303 LEGISLATURE 72 

Subd. 2. Subject to the approval of the legislative coordinating commission, the 
director of the legislative reference library shall employ and may fix the compensation 
of technical research, clerical, and stenographic assistants as necessary to expedi­
tiously and efficiently discharge the duties imposed upon the office and shall procure 
the necessary furniture and supplies. 

Subd. 3. The legislative reference library shall be kept open during the time pro­
vided by law for other state offices. When the legislature is in session the office shall 
be kept open at the hours most convenient to members of the legislature. 

[ 1975 c 252 s 1; 1975 c 271 s 6 ] 

3.303 LEGISLATIVE COORDINATING COMMISSION; CREATION AND OR­
GANIZATION. Subdivision 1. A legislative commission is hereby created to be known 
as the legislative coordinating commission, designated herein as the "commission", to 
coordinate the legislative activities of the senate and the house of representatives. 

Subd. 2. The membership of the commission shall consist of the majority leader 
of the senate, the president of the senate, two senators appointed by the majority 
leader, the minority leader of the senate, and one senator appointed by the minority 
leader; and the majority leader of the house of representatives, the speaker of the 
house of representatives, two representatives appointed by the speaker, the minority 
leader of the house of representatives, and one representative appointed by the minor­
ity leader. Each member shall serve until a successor is named during a regular ses­
sion following his appointment. A vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term in the 
same manner as the original appointment. 

Subd. 3. The president of the senate and the speaker of the house shall alternate 
annually as chairman of the commission. 

Subd. 4. The members of the commission shall serve without compensation but 
shall be reimbursed in the same manner as members of standing committees of the 
senate and the house of representatives. 

[ 1973 c 598 s 1; 1975 c 271 s6] 

3.304 OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH. Subdivision 1. Revisor and leg­
islative reference library; jurisdiction of legislative coordinating commission. The leg­
islative coordinating commission may establish under its jurisdiction and control an 
office of legislative research, and may include within such office the office of revisor 
of statutes and the legislative reference library. The commission may appoint, set sala­
ries for, and delegate authority to, such personnel as it deems necessary to perform 
the functions required. 

Subd. 2. Employees in unclassified service. All employees under the jurisdiction 
and control of the legislative coordinating commission are employees of the legislature 
in the unclassified service of the state. 

Subd. 3. State agencies to cooperate with legislative coordinating commission. 
The legislative coordinating commission may call upon any agency of the state or po­
litical subdivision thereof for such data as may be available, and such agencies shall 
cooperate with the commission to the fullest possible extent. 

Subd. 4. [ Repealed, 1975 c 252 s 10 ] 
Subd. 5. Expenses of legislative coordinating commission. One-half the expenses 

of the legislative coordinating commission not including the expenses of the office of 
the revisor of statutes and the legislative reference library, as determined by the com­
mission, shall be allocated from the legislative expense fund of each house of the leg­
islature to a legislative research account. The expenses of the commission other than 
the expenses of the office of the revisor of statutes and the legislative reference li­
brary, shall be paid from the legislative research account upon vouchers signed by the 
chairman of the commission. 

Subd. 6. [ Repealed, 1975 c 252 s 10 ] 
Subd. 7. [ Repealed, 1975 c 252 s 10 ] 
[ 1973 c 598 s 2; 1974 c 404 s 1,2; 1975 c 252 s 2-5; 1975 c 271 s 6 ] 
3.31 t Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 
3.32 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 
3.33 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4. subd 6 ] 
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3.34 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 

3.35 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 

3.36 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 

3.37 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 

3.38 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 
3.39 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1130 s 4 subd 6 ] 
3.40 [ Expired ] 
3.41 [ Repealed, 1951 c 37 s 1 ] 
3.42 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.421 [ Repealed, 1973 c 660 s 1 ] 
3.43 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.431 [ Repealed, 1973 c 660 s 1 ] 
3.44 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.441 [ Repealed, 1973 c 660 s 1 ] 
3.45 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 

' 3.451 [ Repealed, 1973 c 660 s 1 ] 
3.46 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.461 [ Repealed, 1973 c 660 s 1 ] 
3.47 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.471 [ Repealed, 1973 c 660 s 1 ] 

STATE GOVERNMENT BUILDING NEEDS 

3.472 ABOLITION OF LEGISLATIVE BUILDINGS COMMISSION; TRANSFER 
OF FUNCTIONS. Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding the requirements of any law, on Au­
gust 1, 1973, no administrators shall be required to consult with the legislative build­
ings commission, which is hereby abolished. 

Subd. 2. All functions, powers and duties heretofore imposed upon, vested in and 
exercised by the legislative buildings commission are hereby transferred to, imposed 
upon and vested in the chairmen of the Minnesota house of representatives appropria­
tions committee and the Minnesota senate finance committee. Such functions, powers 
and duties shall be exercised jointly by said chairmen, who may delegate such powers 
and duties to chairmen of appropriate subcommittees. 

Subd. 3. The committee chairmen referred to in subdivision 2 shall be deemed 
and held to constitute a continuation of the legislative buildings commission as to 
matters within the commission's jurisdiction, and not a new authority, for purpose of 
succession to all rights, powers, duties and obligations of the commission as consti­
tuted at the time of the transfer of functions, with the same force and effect as if such 
functions, powers and duties had not been assigned or transferred. 

Subd. 4. Any proceeding, court action, prosecution or other business or matter 
undertaken or commenced prior to August 1, 1973 by the legislative buildings com­
mission may be conducted and completed by the committee chairmen referred to in 
subdivision 2. 

Subd. 5. The legislative buildings commission shall transfer and deliver to the 
committee chairmen referred to in subdivision 2 all property of every description 
within its control. Said chairmen are hereby authorized to take possession of such 
property. 

[ 1973 c 660s 2] 
3.48 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.49 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.50 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.51 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.52 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
3.53 [ Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
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3.54 
3.55 
3.56 
3.57 
3.58 
3.59 
3.60 
3.61 
3.62 
3.63 
3.64 
3.65 
3.66 
3.67 
3.68 
3.69 
3.70 
3.71 
3.72 
3.73 
3.731 
3.7311 

Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Expired, 1953 c 749 s 26 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
Repealed, 1969 c 886 s 8 ] 
[ Repealed, 1971 c 962 s 12 subd 3 ] 
[ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 

SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS 

3.732 SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS. Subdivision 1. As used in this section and 
section 3.736 the terms defined in this section- have the meanings given them. 

(1) "State" means each of its departments, boards, commissions, officers in the 
executive branch financed in whole or in part with moneys appropriated by the legis­
lature and includes but is not limited to the University of Minnesota, state universi­
ties, community colleges, state hospitals, state penal institutions, and other state agen­
cies. It does not include a city, town, county, school district, or other body corporate 
and politic. 

(2) "Employee of the state" means all officers or employees of the state or of 
any of the aforesaid enumerated agencies thereof, members of the national guard, or 
persons acting on behalf of such enumerated agencies in an official capacity, tempo­
rarily or permanently, with or without compensation, but does not include an indepen­
dent contractor. 

(3) "Scope of his office or employment" means that the employee was acting on 
behalf of the state in the performance of duties or tasks lawfully assigned to him by 
competent authority. 

Subd. 2. The head of each department or agency of the state, or his designee, 
acting on behalf of the state, shall attempt to determine, adjust and settle, at any 
time, any claim for money damages of $2,500 or less against the state for injury to or 
loss of property or personal injury or death caused by an act or omission of any em­
ployee of the state while acting within the scope of his office or employment, under 
circumstances where the state, if a private person, would be liable to the claimant. 
Any such settlement shall be final and conclusive on all officers of the state, except 
where procured by fraud. The acceptance by the claimant of any such settlement shall 
be final and conclusive on the claimant and shall constitute a complete release of any 
claim against the state and against the employee of the state whose act or omission 
gave rise to the claim, by reason of the same subject matter. 

Subd. 3. No settlement made under the provisions of this section shall be valid 
unless it is supported by a claim in writing, and is approved in writing by the attorney 
general as to its form and legality. The claim shall be in such form as the attorney 
general may prescribe. 
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Subd. 4. Claims settled under this section shall be paid by the affected state de­
partment or agency only from within the limits of its appropriation for the purposes 
specified in this section. Each department or agency shall report all settlements made 
under the terms of this section to the state legislature annually. 

Subd. 5. Nothing in this section is to be construed as to deny a claimant who is 
not paid pursuant to the provisions hereof from bringing an action at law in the 
courts of this state. 

[ 1971 c 962 s 13; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 349 s 2; 1974 c 557 s 8-10; 1975 c 
271 s 6; 1975 c 321 s 2; 1976 c 331 s 30-32 ] 

3.735 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 

3.736 TORT CLAIMS. Subdivision 1. General rule. The state will pay compen­
sation for injury to or loss of property or personal injury or death caused by an act or 
omission of any employee of the state while acting within the scope of his office or 
employment, under circumstances where the state, if a private person, would be liable 
to the claimant. 

Subd. 2. Procedure. Claims of various kinds shall be considered and paid only 
in accordance with the statutory procedures provided. Where there is no other appli­
cable statute, a claim shall be brought pursuant to this section as a civil action in the 
courts of the state. 

Subd. 3. Exclusions. Without intent to preclude the courts from finding addi­
tional cases where the state and its employees should not, in equity and good con­
science, pay compensation for personal injuries or property losses, the legislature de­
clares that the state and its employees are not liable for the following losses: 

(a) Any loss caused by an act or omission of a state employee exercising due 
care in the execution of a valid or invalid statute or regulation; 

(b) Any loss caused by the performance or failure to perform a discretionary 
duty, whether or not the discretion is abused; 

(c) Any loss in connection with the assessment and collection of taxes; 
(d) Any loss caused by snow or ice conditions on any highway or other public 

place, except when the condition is affirmatively caused by the negligent acts of a 
state employee; 

(e) Any loss caused by wild animals in their natural state; 
(f) Any loss other than injury to or loss of property or personal injury or death; 
(g) Any loss caused by the condition of unimproved real property owned by the 

state, which means land that the state has not improved, and appurtenances, fixtures 
and attachments to land that the state has neither affixed nor improved; 

(h) Any loss arising from the construction, operation, or maintenance of the out­
door recreation system, as defined in section 86A.04, or from the clearing of land, re­
moval of refuse, and creation of trails or paths without artificial surfaces, except that 
the state is liable for conduct that would entitle a trespasser to damages against a pri­
vate person. 

(i) Any loss of benefits or compensation due under a program of public assis­
tance or public welfare, except where state compensation for loss is expressly re­
quired by federal law in order for the state to receive federal grants-in-aid; 

0) Any loss based on the failure of any person to meet the standards needed for 
a license, permit, or other authorization issued by the state or its agents; 

(k) Any loss based on the usual care and treatment, or lack of care and treat­
ment, of any person at a state hospital or state corrections facility where reasonable 
use of available appropriations has been made to provide care; 

(1) Any loss, damage, or destruction of property of a patient or inmate of a state 
institution. 

The state will not pay punitive damages. 
Subd. 4. Limits. The total liability of the state and its employees acting within 

the scope of their employment on any tort claim shall not exceed: 
(a) $100,000 when the claim is one for death by wrongful act or omission and 

$100,000 to any claimant in any other case. 
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(b) $500,000 for any number of claims arising out of a single occurrence. If the 
amount awarded to or settled upon multiple claimants exceeds $500,000, any party 
may apply to any district court to apportion to each claimant his proper share of the 
$500,000. The share apportioned each claimant shall be in the proportion that the ra­
tio of the award or settlement made to him bears to the aggregate awards and settle­
ments for all claims arising out of the occurrence. 

The limitation imposed by this subdivision on individual claimants includes dam­
ages claimed for loss of services or loss of support arising out of the same tort. 

Subd. 5. Notice required. Except as provided in subdivision 6, every person, 
whether plaintiff, defendant or third party plaintiff or defendant, who claims compen­
sation from the state or a state employee acting within the scope of his employment 
for or on account of any loss or injury shall present to the attorney general of the 
state or, in the case of a claim against the university of Minnesota, to the person des­
ignated by the regents of the university as the university attorney, and any state em­
ployee from whom the claimant will seek compensation, within 180 days after the al­
leged loss or injury is discovered, a notice stating the time, place and circumstances 
thereof, the names of any state employees known to be involved, and the amount of 
compensation or other relief demanded. Actual notice of sufficient facts to reasonably 
put the state or its insurer on notice of a possible claim complies with the notice re­
quirements of this section. Failure to state the amount of compensation or other relief 
demanded does not invalidate the notice, but the claimant shall furnish full informa­
tion available regarding the nature and extent of the injuries and damages within 15 
days after demand by the state. The time for giving the notice does not include the 
time during which the person injured is incapacitated by the injury from giving the 
notice. 

Subd. 6. Claims for wrongful death; notice. When the claim is one for death by 
wrongful act or omission, the notice may be presented by the personal representative, 
surviving spouse, or next of kin, or the consular officer of the foreign country of 
which the deceased was a citizen, within one year after the alleged injury or loss re­
sulting in the death. If the person for whose death the claim is made has presented a 
notice that would have been sufficient had he lived, an action for wrongful death may 
be brought without any additional notice. 

Subd. 7. Payment. A state agency, including any entity defined as part of the 
state in section 3.732, subdivision 1, clause (1), incurring a tort claim judgment or set­
tlement obligation or whose employees acting within the scope of their employment 
incur the obligation may seek payment from money appropriated for this purpose by 
submitting a written request to the commissioner of finance. The request shall contain 
a description of the tort claim precipitating the request, specify the amount of the ob­
ligation and be accompanied by copies of judgments, settlement agreements or other 
documentation relevant to the obligation for which the agency is seeking payment. 
Upon receipt of the request and review of the claim, the commissioner of finance shall 
transfer money necessary to pay the obligation to the agency. On January 1 and July 
1 of each year, the commissioner of finance shall transmit to the legislature and to the 
chairmen of the house appropriations and senate finance committees copies of all re­
quests in the preceding six months together with a report on the transfers made with 
respect to each request. Payment shall be made only upon receipt of a written release 
by the claimant in a form approved by the attorney general, or the person designated 
as the university attorney, as the case may be. 

No attachment or execution shall issue against the state. 
Subd. 8. Liability insurance. A state agency, including any entity defined as a 

part of the state in section 3.732, subdivision 1, clause (1), may procure insurance 
against liability of the agency and its employees for damages resulting from the torts 
of the agency and its employees. The procurement of this insurance constitutes a 
waiver of the defense of governmental immunity to the extent of the liability stated in 
the policy but has no effect on the liability of the agency and its employees beyond 
the coverage so provided. 

Subd. 9. Indemnification. The state shall defend, save harmless, and indemnify 
any state employee against any tort claim or demand, whether groundless or other­
wise, arising out of an alleged act or omission if the employee provides complete dis­
closure and cooperation in the defense of the claim or demand and if, except for 
elected employees, the employee's appointing authority certifies that the employee 
was acting within the scope of his employment. This determination may be overruled 
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by the attorney general. This subdivision does not apply in case of malfeasance in of­
fice or willful or wanton neglect of duty. 

Subd. 10. Judgment as bar. The judgment in an action under this section is a 
complete bar to any action by the claimant, by reason of the same subject matter, 
against the state employee whose act or omission gave rise to the claim. 

Subd. 11. Statute of limitation. The statute of limitations for all tort claims 
brought against the state shall be as set forth in chapter 541 and other applicable 
laws. 

[ 1976c331 s 33 ] 
3.74 [ Expired ] 
3.741 [ Expired ] 
3.742 [ Expired ] 
3.743 [ Expired ] 
3.744 [ Expired ] 
3.745 [ Expired ] 
3.746 [ Expired ] 
3.747 [ Expired ] 
3.748 [ Expired ] 
3.75 [ Repealed, 1969 c 1066 s 19 subd 2 ] 

3.751 CONTRACT CLAIMS. Subdivision 1. When a controversy arises out of 
any contract for work, services, or the delivery of goods entered into by any state 
agency through established procedure, in respect to which controversy a person to the 
contract would be entitled to redress against the state, in a court of appropriate juris­
diction, if the state were suable, and when no claim against the state has been made 
in a bill pending in the legislature for the same redress against it, the state hereby 
waives immunity from suit in connection with such controversy and confers jurisdic­
tion on the district court to hear and determine any such controversy in the manner 
provided for the trial of causes in the district court. Only a party to the contract may 
bring action against the state. 

Subd. 2. No action shall be maintained unless commenced within 90 days after 
the plaintiff has been furnished by the state with a final estimate under his contract, 
or, at the election of the plaintiff, within six months after the work provided for under 
his contract is completed. 

Subd. 3. The action may be brought in the district court of the county in which 
the cause of action or some part thereof arose, or in the district court of Ramsey 
county. The action shall be commenced by filing a complaint with the clerk of court, 
and serving a summons and copy of the complaint upon the attorney general at the 
state capitol. The state shall have 40 days from the date of such service within which 
to serve an answer upon the plaintiff. The action shall proceed in the district court as 
other actions at law. 

Subd. 4. An appeal from any final order or judgment in such action may be 
taken to the supreme court in the same manner as appeals in ordinary civil actions. 

Subd. 5. This section does not apply to controversies arising out of any contract 
for the construction or repair of a state trunk highway. 

t 1961 c 453 s 4; 1975 c 271 s 6; 1976 c 331 s 34 ] 
3.752 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.753 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 

3.754 BUDGET REQUESTS; PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT CLAIMS. All state 
departments and agencies including the state university board and the state board for 
community colleges shall include in their budget requests the amounts necessary to 
reimburse counties and municipalities for claims involving assessments for improve­
ments benefiting state owned property located in their communities. 

[ 1973 c 349 s 2; 1974 c 557 s 14; 1975 c 321 s 2 ] 

3.755 DAMAGE BY ESCAPING INMATES. The department of corrections and 
the department of public welfare are directed to pay all claims involving property 
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damage, not covered by insurance, resulting from actions of escaping inmates or runa­
way patients occurring while perfecting their escape, provided that the departments 
have verified the reasonableness of the amounts claimed. Upon the approval of the 
commissioner of public welfare or the commissioner of corrections as to the institu­
tions under their respective control, the superintendent of any such institution may 
pay out of the current expense appropriation of the institution to any employee 
thereof the amount of any property damage sustained by the employee, not in excess 
of $250, by reason or as a result of action of any patient or inmate of the institution. 

[ 1974 c 557 s 12; 1976 c 163 s 1 ] 
3.76 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.77 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.78 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.79 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.80 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.81 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.82 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 
3.83 [ Repealed, 1976 c 331 s 42 ] 

3.84 MISDEMEANOR. A person who knowingly and wilfully presents, or at­
tempts to present, a false or fraudulent claim; or a state officer who knowingly and 
wilfully participates, or assists, in the preparation or presentation of a false or fraudu­
lent claim is guilty of a misdemeanor. If a person convicted of such offense is a state 
officer, he also forfeits his office. 

[ 1957 c 899 s 19] 

PUBLIC RETIREMENT COMMISSION 

3.85 LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON PENSIONS AND RETIREMENT. Subdi­
vision 1. Creation. A permanent commission to continually study and investigate 
public retirement systems is hereby created. 

Subd. 2. Powers. The name of the commission is the legislative commission on 
pensions and retirement. The commission shall make a continuing study.and investi­
gation of retirement benefit plans applicable to non-federal government employees in 
this state. The powers and duties of the commission include, but are not limited to the 
following: 

(a) The study of retirement benefit plans applicable to non-federal government 
employees in the state of Minnesota, including federal plans available to such employ­
ees; 

(b) the making of recommendations within the scope of the study, including at­
tention to financing of the various pension funds and financing of accrued liabilities; 

(c) the consideration of all aspects of pension planning and operation and the 
making of recommendations designed to establish and maintain sound pension policy 
as to all funds; 

(d) the filing of a report at least biennially to each session of the legislature; 
(e) the analyzing of each item of proposed pension and retirement legislation, in­

cluding amendments thereon, with particular reference to analysis as to cost, actuarial 
soundness, and adherence to sound pension policy, and the reporting of its findings to 
the legislature; 

(f) the creation and maintenance of a library for reference concerning pension 
and retirement matters, including information as to laws and systems in other states; 
and 

(g) to study, analyze, and have prepared reports in regard to subjects certified to 
the commission for such study. 

Subd. 3. Membership. The commission consists of five members of the senate 
to be appointed by the committee on committees and five members of the house of 
representatives to be appointed by the speaker. The first members of this commission 
shall be selected to serve for a term expiring on January 15 of the next succeeding 
regular session of the legislature and until their successors are appointed. Subsequent 
members of the commission shall be appointed at the commencement of each regular 
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session of the legislature for a two year term beginning January 16 of the year of such 
regular session. Vacancies on the commission occurring while the legislature is in ses­
sion shall be filled in the same manner as original appointments to the commission. If 
the legislature is not in session, vacancies in the membership of the commission shall 
be filled by the last senate committee on committees or other appointing authority 
designated by the senate rules in case of a senate vacancy, and by the last speaker of 
the house, or if he be not available, by the last chairman of the house rules committee 
in case of a house vacancy. 

Subd. 4. Office, meetings, officers. The commission shall maintain an office in 
the capitol group of buildings in space which the commissioner of administration shall 
provide. The commission shall hold meetings at such times and places as it may desig­
nate. It shall select a chairman, a vice chairman and such other officers from its mem­
bership as it may deem necessary. 

Subd. 5. Staff. The commission may employ such professional, clerical, and 
technical assistants as it deems necessary in order to perform the duties herein pre­
scribed. 

Subd. 6. Assistance of other agencies. The commission may request information 
from any state officer or agency in order to assist in carrying out the terms of this 
section and such officer or agency is authorized and directed to promptly furnish any 
data requested. 

Subd. 7. Legislative bills furnished. The secretary of the senate and the chief 
clerk of the house shall provide the commission with a copy of each bill introduced in 
the legislature concerning retirement and pensions. 

Subd. 8. Expenses, reimbursement. The members of the commission and its as­
sistants shall be reimbursed for all expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the 
performance of their duties hereunder. Reimbursement for expenses incurred shall be 
made pursuant to the rules governing state employees. 

Subd. 9. Expenses and reports. Expenses of the commission shall be approved 
by the chairman or such other member as the rules of the commission may provide 
and the expenses shall then be paid in the same manner as other state expenses are 
paid. A general summary or statement of expenses incurred by the commission and 
paid shall be made to the legislature by November 15 of each even numbered year. 

Subd. 10. Effective date. This section is effective May 1, 1967. 
[ 1967 c549s 1-6; 1969 c 399 s 1; 1971 c 818 s 1,2; 1974 c 406 s 53; 1975 c 271 s 

6) 
3.87 [ Repealed, 1974 c 470 s 43 ] 
3.88 [ Repealed, 1974 c 470 s 43 ] 
3.89 [ Repealed, 1974 c 470 s 43 ] 
3.90 [ Repealed, 1974 c 470 s 43 ] 
3.91 [ Repealed, 1974 c 470 s 43 ] 
3.92 [ Repealed, 1974 c 470 s 43 ] 

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE LEGISLATURE 

3.921 STANDING COMMITTEES AS INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEES. Subdi­
vision 1. Each standing committee or subcommittee existing in the senate and house 
of representatives is continued during the intervals between sessions of the legislature 
to make studies and investigations within the general jurisdiction of each such com­
mittee, as directed by the committee on rules and administration of the senate and the 
committee on rules and legislative administration of the house of representatives, or 
as otherwise prescribed by resolution duly adopted or by law. 

Subd. 2. Vacancies in any such committee or subcommittee during such intervals 
shall be filled by the last elected speaker of the house of representatives as to house 
committees and by the last elected senate committee on committees as to senate com­
mittees. 

Subd. 3. Any standing committee of the senate that requires an appropriation of 
funds to defray expenses of its operations during the interim shall prepare a budget, 
which budget shall be submitted to the senate committee on rules and administration 
for its approval. No funds shall be expended by such standing committee without 
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prior approval of the senate committee on rules and administration. Any standing 
committee of the house of representatives that requires an appropriation of funds to 
defray expenses of its operations during the interim shall prepare a budget, which 
budget shall be submitted to the rules committee of the house of representatives for 
its approval. No funds shall be expended by such standing committee without prior 
approval of the rules committee of the house of representatives. 

Subd. 4. The expenses of any such committee shall be paid upon the certification 
to the commissioner of finanace of the amount thereof. Payment of such expenses is 
hereby directed from any direct appropriation therefor to the legislature or either 
branch thereof. 

[ 1963 c 887 s 1; 1973 c 492 s 14; 1973 c 720 s 69 ] 

INDIAN AFFAIRS BOARD 

3.922 INDIAN AFFAIRS INTERTRIBAL BOARD. Subdivision 1. Creation, 
membership. There is created a state Indian affairs intertribal board to consist of the 
following ex-officio members: The governor or a member of his official staff desig­
nated by him, the commissioner of education, the commissioner of public welfare, the 
commissioner of natural resources, the commissioner of human rights, the commis­
sioner of economic development, the commissioner of corrections, the executive direc­
tor of the Minnesota housing finance agency, the commissioner of iron range re­
sources and rehabilitation, and the commissioner of health each of whom may 
designate a member of his staff to serve in his place, three members of the state 
house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives, and 
three members of the state senate appointed by the committee on committees of the 
senate. Voting members of the board shall be: the duly elected tribal chairmen of the 
Fond du Lac reservation business committee; the Grand Portage reservation business 
committee; the Mille Lacs reservation business committee; the White Earth reserva­
tion business committee; the Bois Forte (Nett Lake) reservation business committee; 
the Leech Lake reservation business committee; the Red Lake tribal council; the Up­
per Sioux board of trustees; the Lower Sioux tribal council; the Shakopee-
Mdewankanton general council; the Prairie Island tribal council; and two members to 
be selected pursuant to subdivision 2. The chairmen of the above Indian committees, 
trusts, or councils may designate in writing a member who shall have been elected at 
large to an office in the committee, trust, or council, to serve in his place. Board mem­
bers appointed to represent the state house of representatives, the state senate or 
tribal governments shall no longer serve on the board at such time as they are no 
longer members of the bodies which they represent, and upon such circumstances, 
their offices shall be vacant. A member who is a designee of a tribal chairman shall 
cease to be a member at the end of the term of the tribal chairman who designated 
him. Ex-officio members of their designees on the board shall not be voting members 
of the board. 

Subd. 2. Additional members. Two members of the board shall be elected at 
large by Indian residents of Minnesota who (1) are legal members and eligible voters 
of a federally recognized tribe in accordance with the criteria of said tribe and (2) are 
not members of any federally recognized tribe with a reservation in Minnesota. The 
election of at large members shall be in a manner prescribed by the secretary of state 
with the first such election for at large members to take place at a reasonable time, 
but no later than April 14, 1977. The manner of election, certification, and contest 
shall, insofar as reasonably possible, be consistent with procedures employed in gen­
eral elections in the state so as to insure a fair election and ready access to the elec­
tion process by eligible voters. The voting procedure shall include voting by absentee 
ballot. A person shall be eligible to serve as an at large member of the board if at the 
time of the election he is a qualified voter within the requirements of the Minnesota 
Constitution, Article VII and a member of a federally recognized tribe that does not 
have a reservation in Minnesota. The at large election described herein shall be certi­
fied and regulated by the secretary of state. The term for at large members shall be 
two years and until a successor is elected and qualified. 

Subd. 3. Compensation; expenses. Compensation of nonlegislator members shall 
be as provided for other administrative boards in chapter 15. Expenses of the board 
shall be approved by two of any three members of the board designated by the board 
and shall then be paid in the same manner as other state expenses are paid. The com­
missioner of finance shall be informed in writing by the executive secretary of the 
names of the persons authorized to approve expenses. 
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Subd. 4. Meetings. Meetings may be called by the chairman or at the written 
request of five members of the board. A majority of the voting members of the board 
constitutes a quorum. 

Subd. 5. Officers, personnel. The board shall annually elect a chairman and 
such other officers as it may deem necessary. The chairman shall have the authority 
to appoint subcommittees necessary to fulfill the duties of the board. It shall also em­
ploy, and prescribe the duties of such clerks, employees, and agents as it deems nec­
essary. The chairman shall be an ex-officio member of the state board of human 
rights. The appropriations and other funds of this board are subject to the provisions 
of chapter 16. The board shall maintain its primary office in Bemidji and shall also 
maintain personnel and office space in St. Paul. 

Subd. 6. Duties. The primary duties of the board shall be to: 
(1) Clarify for the legislature and state agencies the nature of tribal governments, 

the relationship of tribal governments to the Indian people of Minnesota; 
(2) Assist the secretary of state in establishing an election of at large members of 

the board; 
(3) Make recommendations to members of the legislature on desired and needed 

legislation for the benefit of the statewide Indian community and communicate to the 
members of the legislature when legislation has or will have an adverse effect on the 
statewide Indian community; 

(4) Provide, through the elected apparatus of the board, an effective conduit for 
programs, proposals and projects to the legislature submitted by tribal governments, 
organizations, committees, groups or individuals; 

(5) Provide a continuing dialogue with members of the appropriate tribal govern­
ments in order to improve their knowledge of the legislative process, state agencies 
and governmental due process; 

(6) Assist in establishing Indian advisory councils in cooperation with state agen­
cies delivering services to the Indian community; 

(7) Assist state agencies in defining what groups, organizations, committees, 
councils or individuals are eligible for delivery of their respective services; 

(8) Assist in providing resources, tribal and other, in the delivery of services to 
the statewide Indian community; 

(9) Act as a liaison between local, state and national units of government in the 
delivery of services to the Indian population of Minnesota; 

(10) Assist state agencies in the implementation and updating of studies of ser­
vices delivered to the Indian community; 

(11) Provide, for the benefit of all levels of state government, a continuing liaison 
between those governmental bodies and duly elected tribal governments and officials; 

(12) Interreact with private organizations involved with Indian concerns in the 
development and implementation of programs designed to assist Indian people, insofar 
as they affect state agencies and departments; and 

(13) Act as an intermediary, when requested and if necessary between Indian in­
terests and state agencies and departments when questions, problems or conflicts ex­
ist or arise. 

Subd. 7. State officials and departments; cooperation. In carrying out these ob­
jectives and to ascertain Indian needs the board shall have the right to confer with 
state officials and other governmental units, and to have access to such records as are 
necessary to obtain needed information. The board also shall have the right to call 
upon various state departments for such technical advice and service as are needed to 
fulfill the purposes of the board. 

Subd. 8. Advisory council. There is created an advisory council on urban Indi­
ans to advise the board on the unique problems and concerns of Minnesota Indians 
who are residing in urban areas of the state. The council shall be appointed by the 
board and shall consist of five Indians residing in the vicinity of Minneapolis, St. Paul 
and Duluth. At least one member of the council shall be a resident of each of the 
aforementioned cities. The council shall expire, and the terms, compensation and re­
moval of members shall be as provided in section 15.059. 
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Subd. 9. Annual report. The board shall make an annual report to the governor 
and the legislature on its activities, its findings, and its recommendations prior to No­
vember 15 in each year. 

[ 1963 c 888 s 2 subd 2-4,6-8; 1965 c 888 s 7 subd 1,3; 1967 c 299 s 9; Exl967 c 
55 s 1,2; 1969 c 540 s 3; 1969 c 975 s 17; 1969 c 1005 s 1,2; 1969 c 1129 art 3 s 1; 1974 
c 539 s 1; 1975 c 54 s 1; 1975 c 271 s 6; 1976 c 314 s 1 ] 

NOTE: Laws 1965, Chapter 888, Section 8, Subdivision 3 reads in part as follows: 

"Subd. 3. (a) Commissions referred to in this act may subpoena witnesses and records. In case of the refusal 
by any person to comply with any subpoena issued hereunder or to testify to any matter regarding which he may be 
lawfully interrogated, the district court of any county, on application of the commission, may issue an order requiring 
the person to comply with the subpoena and to testify. Any failure to obey the order of the court may be punished 
by the court as a contempt thereof." 

NOTE: Laws 1976, Chapter 134, Section 2, also amended section 3.922, subdivision 2, to read as follows: 

"Subd. 2. TERMS, COMPENSATION, REMOVAL, VACANCIES. To ensure a continuity of work, the initial ap­
pointments shall be: One of the three members selected from the Indian tribes shall be for a term of one year, one 
thereof for a term of two years, and one thereof for a term of three years, and two of the members selected from 
the cities shall be for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of three years, and until 
their successors are appointed and qualified. Appointments for succeeding terms shall all be for four years, and until 
their successors are appointed and qualified. The compensation of members in respect to commission members other 
than legislator and ex-officio members shall be as provided in section 1." 

Laws 1976, Chapter 134, Section 79, also repealed section 3.922, subdivision 3. 

3.923 [ Repealed, 1973 c 377 s 1 ] 

COUNCIL ON QUALITY EDUCATION 

3.924 ESTABLISHMENT. Subdivision 1. Membership, terms. There is hereby 
created a council on quality education consisting of 17 persons. The members of such 
council shall be appointed as follows: 

(1) One member shall be appointed by the Minnesota education association; 
(2) One member shall be appointed by the Minnesota federation of teachers; 
(3) One member shall be appointed by the Minnesota school board association; 
(4) One member shall be appointed by the Minnesota state advisory council for 

vocational education; 
(5) One member shall be appointed by the state university board; 
(6) One member shall be appointed by the state board for community colleges; 
(7) One member shall be appointed by the regents of the University of Minne­

sota; 
(8) One member shall be appointed by the private college council; 
(9) One member from each congressional district and one member at large, shall 

be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate, none of 
whom shall be officers, employees or board members of state educational institutions, 
departments, agencies or boards. 

Subd. 2. Terms, compensation, removal, vacancies. The membership terms, 
compensation, removal of members and filling of vacancies shall be as provided for in 
section 15.0575. 

[ Exl971 c 31 art 15 s 1; 1973 c 349 s 2; 1975 c 321 s 2; 1975 c 432 s 5; 1976 c 
134 s 3] 

3.925 PURPOSE. The legislature of the state of Minnesota expresses concern 
over the future of elementary and secondary education in this state, its ability to meet 
the educational needs of the public school students, the professional growth and satis­
faction of school staffs, the effectiveness and efficiency of present schools and their 
learning processes, continuing pupil unit cost escalation and the resulting financial cri­
sis which this brings about. New approaches to the learning process, better utilization 
of professional staff and community resources, different requirements as to course of­
ferings, course content, grading, graduation and school attendance must be researched 
and developed. It is believed that revised programs, innovations, new attitudes about 
learning and the public schools' responsibilities can be effectively achieved if such re­
search and development are performed at the local school level by the school's staff 
and with involvement by the students and their community. Although funds spent 
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now for such purposes can produce substantial educational and cost benefits in the 
future, such capital type funds are seldom available within any single school district's 
budget. 

The purpose of the council on quality education is, therefore, to encourage, pro­
mote and aid such research and development in elementary and secondary schools, to 
evaluate the results of such programs and disseminate information about same 
throughout the state. 

To these ends, the council through the state board of education shall establish a 
venture fund from which grants or loans may be made in accordance with section 
3.926. Such grants or loans shall be made in support of research and development 
programs relating to the problems and objectives heretofore described which shall in­
clude but not be limited to: 

(1) Effective utilization of community personnel and resources. 
(2) Developing model personnel policies and procedures, and new staffing con­

cepts such as differentiated staffing. 
(3) Assessment and evaluation of education programs. 
(4) Developing a management and unit of instructional objectives design which 

will provide accountability by relating time and dollars to the amount of learning pro­
duced. 

(5) Determining responsibilities to be assumed by the schools exclusively or con­
currently with other agencies or individuals. 

(6) Effective dissemination of educational information. 
(7) Developing new knowledge about learning and teaching. 
(8) Developing model educational programs as alternatives to existing educa­

tional practices and curricula. 
(9) Model programs and innovations to increase equality of educational 

opportunities. 
(10) Research and testing of hew concepts of educational efficiency, effectiveness 

and cost benefits. 
The council shall not be limited to supporting innovations, programs or proce­

dures supplementary to existing school structures and programs but may assist en­
tirely new schools or concepts such as open schools, informal schools and the like. It 
is the legislature's intent that any supported program shall hold promise of both edu­
cational and cost benefits and that the costs and improvements in learning effective­
ness introduced thereby shall be measured and related. The council shall make a re­
port by November 15 of each even numbered year to the legislature concerning all 
proposals received and the dispositions made thereof by the council and the state 
board of education. 

[ Exl971 c 31 art 15 s 2; 1974 c 406 s 55 ] 

3.926 PROPOSALS. Subdivision 1. Requirements. The board of any local 
school district or any group of such boards may develop a proposal for a grant or loan 
in support of a research and development program of the kind described in section 
3.925. Every such proposal shall include: 

(1) a statement of the objectives of the program, and the procedures for achiev­
ing the objectives; 

(2) a description of the evaluation procedures for measuring the effectiveness of 
the program; 

(3) provision for such fiscal control and fund accounting procedures as are nec­
essary to assure proper disbursement and accounting for funds paid to the applicant; 

(4) provision for administration of the program by the local school district, or in 
cooperation with other school districts, educational institutions, or local agencies un­
der the supervision of the local school district; and 

(5) a description of the involvement of local school staff, students, and members 
of the community in planning and implementing the program. 

Subd. 2. Procedure. Every program proposal shall be submitted to the council 
created by section 3.924, not less than three months before the planned commence­
ment of the program. The council shall recommend approval or disapproval, or shall 
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modify and then recommend such modification with respect to every proposal submit­
ted to it. The council shall also recommend the amount and type of grant to be made 
in support of the proposed program in the light of the then currently available moneys 
in the venture fund, which information shall be provided to the council by the state 
board of education. The council shall also recommend what rules and regulations, if 
any, shall be suspended or modified in order to implement the proposal. Only such 
proposals as are recommended for approval shall be transmitted by the council to the 
state board, and all such proposals shall be approved and funded from the venture 
fund by the state board as recommended by the council unless the state board, within 
30 days of receipt of a proposal from the council, shall make other disposition of the 
proposal by formal board action. One half of each grant recommended by the council 
and funded by the state board may be deemed an interest free loan to be repaid over a 
five year period. 

[ Exl971 c 31 art 15 s 3; 1974 c 553 s 1 ] 

3.927 STATE BOARD AND COMMISSIONER. The state board of education 
shall develop and promulgate such additional recommendatory guidelines as may be 
appropriate for the furtherance of sections 3.924 to 3.927 and the development and 
implementation of the programs contemplated herein, for its benefit and the benefit of 
the council and applicants. The commissioner of education shall make available to the 
council at its request such staff as the council deems necessary to perform its func­
tions. The council may also employ or contract for the services of outside consultants, 
and as much of the annual appropriation to the state department of education, made 
by Extra Session Laws 1971, Chapter 31, Article 15, Section 5, as is necessary, shall 
be made available to the council for this purpose. 

[ Exl971 c 31 art 15 s 4; 1976 c 134 s 4 ] 

3.9271 EARLY CHILDHOOD IDENTIFICATION AND EDUCATION PRO­
GRAMS. Subdivision 1. For the 1975-1976 and 1976-1977 school years, the council on 
quality education shall make grants to no fewer than ten pilot early childhood identifi­
cation and education programs. Early childhood identification and education programs 
are programs for children before kindergarten and below age six which may include 
the following: identification of potential barriers to learning, education of parents on 
child development, libraries of educational materials, family services, education for 
parenthood programs in secondary schools, in-center activity, home-based programs, 
and referral services. 

Notwithstanding section 3.926, subdivision 2, every early childhood identification 
and education program proposal shall be submitted to the council on quality educa­
tion not less than six weeks before the planned commencement of the program. These 
programs or grants shall be as equally distributed as possible among districts in cities 
of the first class, in suburbs, and outside the seven county metropolitan area. Each pi­
lot program shall serve one elementary school attendance area in the local school dis­
trict. 

The council on quality education shall prescribe the form and manner of applica­
tion and shall determine the participating pilot programs. In the determination of pilot 
programs, programs shall be given preference for their ability to coordinate their ser­
vices with existing programs and other governmental agencies. The council on quality 
education shall report on the programs annually to the committees on education of 
the senate and house of representatives. 

Subd. 2. Each district providing pilot programs shall establish and maintain an 
account separate from all other district accounts for the receipt and disbursement of 
all funds related to these early childhood identification and education programs. 

Subd. 3. A school district providing early childhood identification and education 
programs shall be eligible to receive funds for these programs from other government 
agencies and from private sources when such funds are available. 

Subd. 4. A district may charge reasonable fees for early childhood identification 
and education services; however, a district shall waive the charge or fee if any pupil, 
his parent or guardian is unable to pay it. 

[ 1974 c 521 s 2; 1975 c 432 s 6 ] 

3.9272 ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD IDENTIFICATION 
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS. The council on quality education shall appoint an ad­
visory committee on early childhood identification and education programs. 

[ 1974 c 521 s3] 
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3.9273 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION; DUTIES. The state board of educa­
tion shall provide service to the pilot programs by: 

(1) Applying for funds which are, or may become, available under federal pro­
grams pertaining to child development, including funds for administration, demonstra­
tion projects, training, technical assistance, planning, and evaluation; 

(2) Making maximum use of existing information services to inform the public 
concerning comprehensive early childhood development; 

(3) Providing professional and technical assistance. 
[ 1974 C521 s4] 

3.9274 ADVISORY COMMITTEES. Each pilot program shall provide for an ad­
visory committee selected from the attendance area by the local board of education. A 
majority of the members of this committee shall be parents participating in the pro­
gram. The committee shall report to the council on quality education, the local school 
board, and the district community school advisory council if this council has been es­
tablished in the district. 

[ 1974 c521 s5] 

3.9275 VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION. All participation by parents and chil­
dren in these early childhood identification and education programs shall be voluntary, 
and shall not preclude participation in any other state or local program. All pilot pro­
grams shall provide services to all qualified children, regardless of race, religion or 
ethnic background, and no such programs shall be used in whole or in part for reli­
gious worship or instruction. 

[ 1974 c521 s6] 

CONTINUITY OF THE LEGISLATURE 

3.93 DEFINITIONS. As used in sections 3.93 to 3.96 "attack" means any action 
or series of actions taken by an enemy of the United States resulting in substantial 
damage or injury to persons or property in this state whether through sabotage, 
bombs, missiles, shellfire, or atomic, radiological, chemical, bacteriological, or biologi­
cal means. 

[ 1961 c572s 1] 

3.94 PLACE OF SESSION. Whenever, in the event of an attack, or a finding by 
the executive council that an attack may be imminent, the governor deems the place 
of the legislative session then prescribed to be unsafe, he may change it to any other 
place within or without the state which he deems safe and convenient. 

[ 1961 c 572 s 2] 

3.95 SPECIAL SESSION IN EVENT OF ATTACK. In the event of an attack, if 
the legislature is not then in session, the governor shall convene a special session 
thereof, as soon as practicable, and in no case later than 30 days following the incep­
tion of the attack. If the governor fails to issue such a call, the legislature, on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday after the expiration of 30 days following the date of 
the inception of the attack, shall convene without call at the place where the governor 
then maintains his official office. 

[ 1961 c 572 s 3] 

3.96 QUORUM AND VOTE REQUIREMENTS. In the event of an attack the 
quorum requirement for the legislature shall be a majority of the members of each 
house who convene for the session. Where the affirmative vote of a specified propor­
tion of members of the legislature would otherwise be required for approval of a bill, 
resolution, or for any other action, the same proportion of those members of each 
house convening at the session shall be sufficient. 

[ 1961 c 572 s 4] 

3.965 LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO REVIEW ADMINISTRATIVE RULES. 
Subdivision 1. Composition; meetings. A legislative commission for review of admin­
istrative rules defined pursuant to sections 15.0411 to 15.0422, consisting of five sena-
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tors appointed by the committee on committees of the senate and five representatives 
appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives shall be appointed. The com­
mission shall meet at the call of its chairman or upon a call signed by two of its mem­
bers or signed by five members of the legislature. The legislative commission chair­
manship shall alternate between the two houses of the legislature every two years. 

Subd. 2. Review of rules by commission. The commission shall promote 
adequate and proper rules by agencies and an understanding upon the part of the 
public respecting them. It may hold public hearings to investigate complaints with re­
spect to rules if it considers the complaints meritorious and worthy of attention and 
may, on the basis of the testimony received at the public hearings, suspend any rule 
complained of by the affirmative vote of at least six members provided the provisions 
of subdivision 4 have been met. If any rule is suspended, the commission shall as soon 
as possible place before the legislature, at the next year's session, a bill to repeal the 
suspended rule. If the bill is defeated, or fails of enactment in that year's session, the 
rule shall stand and the commission may not suspend it again. If the bill becomes law, 
the rule is repealed and shall not be enacted again unless a law specifically authorizes 
the adoption of that rule. The commission shall make a biennial report to the legisla­
ture and governor of its activities and include therein its recommendations. 

Subd. 3. Public hearings by state departments. By a vote of a majority of its 
members, the commission may request any department issuing rules to hold a public 
hearing in respect to recommendations made pursuant to subdivision 2. The depart­
ment shall give notice as provided in section 15.0412, subdivision 4 of a hearing 
thereon, to be conducted in accordance with section 15.0412. The hearing shall be held 
not more than 60 days after receipt of the request. 

Subd. 4. Review by standing committees. Before the commission suspends any 
rule, it shall request the speaker of the house and the president of the senate to refer 
the question of suspension of the given rule or rules to the appropriate committee or 
committees of the respective houses for the committees' recommendation. No suspen­
sion shall take effect until the recommendation is received, or 60 days after referral. 
However, the recommendation shall be advisory only. 

[ 1974 c 355 s 69; 1975 c 271 s 6 ] 

LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMISSION 

3.97 AUDIT POLICY; CREATION OF COMMISSION; TRANSFER OF FUNC­
TIONS OF PUBLIC EXAMINER. Subdivision 1. Continuous legislative review of the 
effect of grant-in-aid programs, the spending of public funds and their financing at all 
levels of government is required in the public interest to enable the enactment of ap­
propriate legislation. 

Subd. 2. A legislative commission to be known as the legislative audit commis­
sion, designated herein as "the commission" is hereby created. The commission shall 
consist of the majority leader of the senate and the president of the senate, or their re­
spective designees; the chairman of the senate committee on taxes or his designee, 
who shall be a member of the senate tax committee; the chairman of the senate com­
mittee on governmental operations or his designee, who shall be a member of the gov­
ernmental operations committee; the chairman of the senate committee on finance or 
his designee, who shall be a member of the senate finance committee; and three mem­
bers of the senate appointed by the senate minority leader; the speaker of the house 
and the chairman of the house committee on rules, or their respective designees; the 
chairman of the house committee on taxes or his designee, who shall be a member of 
the house tax committee; the chairman of the house committee on governmental oper­
ations or his designee, who shall be a member of the house governmental operations 
committee; the chairman of the house appropriations committee or his designee, who 
shall be a member of the house appropriations committee; and three members of the 
house appointed by the house minority leader. The appointed members of the commis­
sion shall serve for a term commencing upon appointment and expiring at the opening 
of the next regular session of the legislature in the odd numbered year and until a suc­
cessor is appointed. A vacancy in the membership of the commission shall be filled for 
the unexpired term in such a manner as to preserve the representation established by 
this subdivision. 

The commission shall elect its chairman and such other officers as it may deter­
mine necessary. It shall meet at the call of the chairman or at the call of its executive 
secretary. The members of the commission shall serve without compensation but shall 
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be reimbursed for their reasonable expenses as members of the legislature. The com­
mission may exercise the powers prescribed by section 3.153. 

Subd. 3. The department of public examiner is transferred from the executive to 
the legislative branch. 

Subd. 4. Until the expiration of his term the incumbent public examiner upon the 
effective date of this section shall continue in the legislative branch but as the legisla­
tive auditor. Thereafter, the commission shall appoint a legislative auditor. The legisla­
tive auditor is the executive secretary of the commission. After the expiration of the 
term of the incumbent public examiner the legislative auditor shall serve at the plea­
sure of the commission until May 1, 1977. Thereafter, the legislative auditor shall be 
appointed by the commission for a six year term. He shall serve in the unclassified 
service. He shall not at any time while in office hold any other public office. The legis­
lative auditor appointed on May 2, 1977, shall not be removed from his office before 
the expiration of his term of service except for cause after public hearing. 

Subd. 5. The legislative auditor shall establish a financial audits division and a 
program evaluation division to fulfill the duties prescribed in this section. Each divi­
sion shall be supervised by a deputy auditor, appointed by the legislative auditor, with 
the approval of the commission, for a term coterminous with the legislative auditor's 
term. The deputy auditors may be removed before the expiration of their terms only 
for cause. The legislative auditor and deputy auditors may each appoint a confidential 
secretary to serve at his pleasure. The commission shall fix the salaries of the deputy 
auditors and confidential secretaries. The deputy auditors may perform and exercise 
the powers, duties and responsibilities imposed by law on the legislative auditor when 
authorized so to do by the legislative auditor. The deputy auditors and the confidential 
secretaries shall serve in the unclassified civil service, but all other employees of the 
legislative auditor shall be in the classified civil service. 

Subd. 6. All the powers, duties and responsibilities of the department of public 
examiner relating to the state of Minnesota, its departments and agencies as described 
in Minnesota Statutes 1971, Section 215.03, and any other law concerning powers, 
duties and responsibilities of the public examiner not otherwise dealt with by Laws 
1973, Chapter 492 are hereby transferred to the legislative auditor. Nothing in this 
subdivision shall be deemed to supersede the powers conferred upon the commis­
sioner of finance under section 16A.055. 

Subd. 7. In addition to the legislative auditing duties concerning state financial 
matters, the legislative auditor shall also exercise and perform such duties as may be 
prescribed by rule or regulation of the legislature or either body thereof or by the 
commission. The legislative auditor shall review department policies and evaluate pro­
jects or programs requested by the commission. Any standing legislative committee 
having legislative jurisdiction may request the commission to review projects or pro­
grams. 

Subd. 8. The legislature may provide by rule or regulation such testimonial pow­
ers as are conferred by law on legislative standing commissions or committees on the 
legislative auditor. 

[ 1973 c 492 s 12; 1973 c 720 s 76 subd 2; 1975 c 204 s 90] 

LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 

3.971 POWERS AND DUTIES OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR. Subdivision 1. To 
perform financial audits the legislative auditor shall post-audit and make a complete 
examination and verification of all accounts, records, inventories, vouchers, receipts, 
funds, securities, and other assets of all state departments, boards, commissions, and 
other state agencies at least once a year, if funds and personnel permit, and oftener if 
deemed necessary or as directed by the legislature or the legislative audit commission. 
Audits may include detailed checking of every transaction or test checking as the leg­
islative auditor deems best. The books of the state treasurer and commissioner of fi­
nance may be examined monthly. The legislative auditor shall see that all provisions 
of law respecting the appropriate and economic use of public funds are complied with 
by all departments and agencies of the state government. 

A copy of all post-audits, reports and results of examinations made by the legis­
lative auditor shall be deposited with the legislative reference library. 
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Subd. 2. To perform program evaluation, the legislative auditor shall determine 
the degree to which the activities and programs entered into or funded by the state 
are accomplishing their goals and objectives, including an evaluation of goals and ob­
jectives, measurement of program results and effectiveness, alternative means of 
achieving the same results, and efficiency in the allocation of resources. 

[ 1925 c 426 art 3 s 10; 1939 c 431 art 4 s 2,9; 1949 c 33 s 1; 1973 c 492 s 27; 
1975 c 204 s 91 ] (53-13,3286-9,3286-16) 

3.972 DUTIES AS TO STATE AGENCIES AND SEMI-STATE AGENCIES. The 
legislative auditor shall make a constant audit of all financial affairs of all depart­
ments and agencies of the state, and of the financial records and transactions of pub­
lic boards, associations, and societies supported, wholly or in part, by state funds. 
Once in each year, if funds and personnel permit, without previous notice, he shall 
visit each of such state departments and agencies, associations or societies and, so far 
as practicable, inspect such agencies, thoroughly examine the books and accounts 
thereof, verifying the funds, securities and other assets, check the items of receipts 
and disbursements with the voucher records thereof, ascertain the character of the of­
ficial bonds for the officers thereof and the financial ability of the bondsmen, inspect 
the sources of revenue thereof, the use and disposition of state appropriations and 
property, investigate the methods of purchase and sale, the character of contracts on 
public account, ascertain proper custody and depository for the funds and securities 
thereof, verify the inventory of public property and other assets held in trust, and as­
certain that all financial transactions and operations involving the public funds and 
property of the state comply with the spirit and purpose of the law, are sound by 
modern standards of financial management and are for the best protection of the pub­
lic interest. 

[ 1913 c 555 s 3; 1949 c 33 s 2; 1973 c 492 s 28 ] (3276) 

3.973 STATE TREASURER; AUDIT. At least once each year, and at such other 
times as he may deem appropriate, without previous notice to the state treasurer, the 
legislative auditor shall examine and audit the accounts, books, and vouchers of the 
state treasurer, ascertain the amounts of the several funds which should be in the 
treasury, count the sums actually on hand, and make a record of the facts found. On 
or before the third day of each regular session the legislative auditor shall report to 
the legislature the results of such examinations and his doings in the premises. He 
shall also witness and attest the transfer of books, accounts, vouchers, and funds from 
the out-going treasurer to his successor in office, verify the official record of all re­
deemed bonds, certificates of indebtedness, and interest coupons issued by the state; 
and, from time to time, shall cause to be destroyed all such obligations which shall 
have been redeemed for at least one year. A notation shall be made by the treasurer 
in his records of all such obligations destroyed and the legislative auditor shall certify 
to the correctness thereof. A copy of each such legislative auditor's certificate shall be 
filed with the state auditor and treasurer. 

[ 1925 c 150 s 1; 1953 c 14 s 1; 1961 c 586 s 1; 1973 c 492 s 12 subd 6 ] (96) 

3.974 TO FILE WRITTEN REPORTS. The legislative auditor shall file a written 
report covering his audits with the department, agency, society, or association con­
cerned, and the legislative audit commission for its consideration and action. 

Such audit reports shall set forth: 
(1) Whether all funds have been expended for the purposes authorized in the ap­

propriations therefor; 
(2) Whether all receipts have been accounted for and paid into the state treasury 

as required by law; 
(3) All illegal and unbusinesslike practices, if any; 
(4) Assessment of the financial control practices used in the agency, measure­

ment of performance and recommendations for improved effectiveness; and 
(5) Such other data, information, and recommendations as the legislative auditor 

may deem advisable and necessary. 
[ 1939 c 431 art 4 s 3; 1973 c 492 s 29 ] (3286-10) 

3.975 DUTIES WHEN VIOLATIONS ARE DISCOVERED. If any such legisla­
tive auditor's examinations shall disclose malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in 
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office on the part of any officer or employee, a copy of such report shall be signed 
and verified, and it shall be the duty of the legislative auditor to file such report with 
the legislative audit commission and the attorney general. It shall be the duty of the 
attorney general to institute and prosecute such civil proceedings against such delin­
quent officer or employee, or upon his official bond, or both, as may be appropriate to 
secure to the state the recovery of any funds or other assets misappropriated, and he 
shall cause such criminal proceedings to be instituted by the proper authorities as the 
evidence may warrant. 

[ 1939 c 431 art 4 s 4; 1973 c 492 s 30 ] (3286-11) 

3.976 INFORMATION COLLECTED FROM LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. The 
state auditor, or his designated agent, shall collect annually from all city, county, and 
other local units of government, information as to the assessment of property, collec­
tion of taxes, receipts from licenses and other sources, the expenditure of public funds 
for all purposes, borrowing, debts, principal and interest payments on debts, and such 
other information as may be needful. The data shall be supplied upon blanks pre­
scribed by the state auditor, and all public officials so called upon shall fill out prop­
erly and return promptly all blanks so transmitted. The state auditor or his assistants, 
may examine local records in order to complete or verify the information. Copies of 
all reports so received shall be forwarded by the state auditor to the legislative audi­
tor. 

[ 1939 C 431 art 4 s 5; 1943 c 435 s 1; 1973 c 123 art 5 s 7; 1973 c 492 s 31 ] 
(3286-12) 

3.977 ANNUAL REPORT. The state auditor shall make and file, annually, in 
his office a summary report of the information collected, with such compilations and 
analyses and interpretations as may be deemed helpful. Copies of such report may be 
made and distributed to interested persons and governmental units. A copy of the re­
port shall be forwarded to the legislative auditor. 

[ 1939 c 431 art 4 s 6; 1945 c 338 s 1; 1973 c 492 s 32 ] (3286-13) 

3.978 LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR; SUBPOENA POWERS; PENALTIES. In all 
matters relating to his official duties, the legislative auditor shall have the powers pos­
sessed by courts of law to issue and have subpoenas served. All public officials and 
their respective deputies and employees, and all corporations, firms, and individuals 
having business involving the receipt, disbursement, or custody of public funds shall 
at all times afford reasonable facilities for examinations by the legislative auditor, 
make returns and reports to the legislative auditor as he may require, attend and an­
swer under oath his lawful inquiries, produce and exhibit all books, accounts, docu­
ments, and property as he may desire to inspect, and in all things aid him in the per­
formance of his duties. If a person refuses or neglects to obey any lawful direction of 
the legislative auditor, his deputy or his assistants, or withholds any information, 
book, record, paper or other document called for by the legislative auditor for the pur­
pose of examination, after having been lawfully required by order or subpoena, upon 
application by the auditor, a judge of the district court in the county where the order 
or subpoena was made returnable shall compel obedience or punish disobedience as 
for contempt, as in the case of a similar order or subpoena issued by the court. If a 
person swears falsely concerning any matter stated under oath he is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. 

[ 1974 c 118 s 1 ] 

3.98 FISCAL NOTES. Subdivision 1. The head or chief administrative officer of 
each department or agency of the state government shall prepare a fiscal note at the 
request of the chairman of the standing committee to which a bill has been referred, 
or the chairman of the house appropriations committee, or the chairman of the senate 
committee on finance. 

Subd. 2. The fiscal note, where possible, shall: (1) cite the effect in dollar 
amounts; (2) cite the statutory provisions affected; (3) estimate the increase or de­
crease in revenues or expenditures; (4) include the costs which may be absorbed with­
out additional funds; and (5) specify the long range implication if any. The fiscal note 
may comment on technical or mechanical defects in the bill but shall express no opin­
ions concerning the merits of the proposal. 
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Subd. 3. A copy of the fiscal note shall be delivered to the chairman of the com­
mittee of appropriations of the house of representatives, the chairman of the commit­
tee of finance of the senate, the chairman of the standing committee to which the bill 
has been referred, to the chief author of the bill and to the commissioner of adminis­
tration. 

Subd. 4. The commissioner of administration shall prescribe a uniform procedure 
to govern the departments and agencies of the state in complying with the require­
ments of this section. 

[ 1974 c 355 s 34 ] 
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