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260.01 DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of sections 260.01 to 260.34 the term 
"dependent child" means a child who is illegitimate; or whose parents, for good 
cause, desire to be relieved of his care and custody; or who is without a parent 
or lawful guardian able to adequately provide for his support, training, and 
education, and is unable to maintain himself by lawful employment, except such 
children as are herein defined as "neglected" or "delinquent." The term "neg­
lected child" means a child who is abandoned by both parents, or if one parent 
is dead, by the survivor, or by his guardian; or who is found living with vicious 
or disreputable persons, or whose home, by reason of improvidence, neglect, cruelty, 
or depravity on the part of the parents, guardian, or other person in whose care 
he may be, is an unfit place for such child; or whose parents or guardian neglect 
and refuse, when able to do so, to provide medical, surgical, or other remedial 
care necessary for his health or well-being; or who because of erratic, unstable, 
or abnormal conduct appears to be emotionally disturbed and is, therefore, in 
need of psychiatric study, care, and treatment, and whose parents or guardian 
are unwilling or unable to provide him with such necessary care and treatment; 
or, when such child is so defective in mind as to require the custodial care and 
training of the state school for the feebleminded, neglect and refuse to make 
application for his admission to the institution; or who, being under the age of 
12 years, is found begging, peddling, or selling any articles or singing or play­
ing any musical instrument upon the street, or giving any public entertainment, 
or who accompanies or is used in aid of any person so doing. The term "delinquent 
child" means a child who violates any law of this state or any city or village 
ordinance; or who is habitually truant or incorrigible; or who knowingly associates 
with vicious or immoral persons; or who without just cause and without the consent 
of his parents, guardian, or other custodian absents himself from his home or place 
of abode, or who knowingly visits any place which exists, or where his presence is 
permitted, in violation of law; or who habitually uses obscene, profane, or indecent 
language; or who is guilty of lewd or immoral conduct involving another person. 
The word "association" means any corporation which includes in its purpose the 
care or disposition of children coming within the meaning of sections 260.01 to 
260.34. 

[1917 C 397 8 1; 1927 C 192 a 1; 19^9 c 39 S 11 (8636) 
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260.02 DISTRICT COURT, PROBATE COURT; JURISDICTION. The district 
court in counties now or hereafter having a population of more than 100,000 shall 
have original and exclusive jurisdiction of all cases coming within the terms of sec­
tions 260.01 to 260.34. In all trials in the district court under these sections, except 
as hereinafter provided, any person interested therein may demand a jury, or a 
judge of his own motion may order a jury to try the case. In counties now or here­
after having a population of not more than 100,000 the probate court shall have jur­
isdiction over the appointment of guardians of dependent, neglected, or delinquent 
children for the purpose of these sections. The jurisdiction of both the district and 
probate courts over cases of dependency, neglect, and delinquency arising there­
under shall extend to all persons resident or found within the territorial limits of 
the court, although the evidentiary facts showing such dependency, neglect, or 
delinquency may have occurred outside such territorial limits. 

Sections 260.01 to 260.34 shall apply to children under the age of 18 years, except 
as therein provided. 

When jurisdiction shall have been obtained by the court in the case of any child 
such child shall continue for the purposes of these sections under the jurisdiction 
of the court until he becomes 21 years of age unless discharged prior thereto by the 
court. 

11917 c. 397 s. 2; 1927 c. 192 s. 2; 1931 c. 250 s. 1; 1933 c. 18k; 191,1 c. 110 a. 1; 
191,5 c. 517 S. 11 (8637) 

- 260.03 JUVENILE COURT JUDGES. Subdivision 1. In counties having more 
than 45,000 inhabitants, except the fourth judicial district and the counties in the 
seventh judicial district, the judges of the district court shall, at such times as they 
shall determine, designate one of their number whose duty it shall be to hear all 
cases arising under sections 260.01 to 260.12 and 260.13 to 260.34, unless absent or 
disabled, in which case another judge shall be temporarily assigned for these pur­
poses; and such designation shall be for a period of one year unless otherwise 
ordered. The judge of the juvenile court so designated shall devote his first service 
and all necessary time to the business of the juvenile court and this work shall 
have precedence over all his other court work. When deemed advisable the district 
judges may designate two judges for the purposes and subject to the provisions 
specified in this section. . A special court room, to be designated as the juvenile 
court room, shall be provided for the hearing of such cases, and the findings of 
the court shall be entered in books to be kept for that purpose, and known as the 
"juvenile record," and the court may for convenience be called the juvenile court 
of the appropriate county. The title of proceedings in the juvenile court, excepting 
prosecutions under sections 260.27 and 260.28, shall be substantially as follows: 

Juvenile Court, County of 
In the Matter of 

as a dependent (or neglected or delinquent, as the case may be) child. 
Subd. 2. In the fourth judicial district all cases arising under section 260.01 

to 260.12 and 260.13 to 260.34 shall be heard by a judge of the district court, who 
shall bear the title "District Court Judge, Juvenile Court Division." Candidates 
for such position at any primary or general election shall be designated on the 
ballots as "District Court Judge, Juvenile Court Division;" and if appointed shall 
also be so designated. Such judge shall have charge of the juvenile court in his 
district, and shall hear and determine all matters brought before said juvenile 
court, and shall perform all other duties of the judge of said court under the laws 
of the state, and the performance of said duties shall take precedence over all 
other work. In case of the absence or sickness or other disability of such judge pre­
venting him from the performance of his duties, the judges of the district court 
of such district may designate or assign one of the other judges of the district 
court to perform the duties of such judge during his absence or disability. Vacancies 
in such office shall be filled in like manner as is now or shall be provided by law 
for the filling of vacancies.in the office of other judges of the district court. The 
judge of such court may be designated in writing by the Governor to the regular 
or ordinary duties of a judge of the district court without such designation affect­
ing the term of office to which such person was elected. 

11917 c 397 s 3; 1927 c 192 s 3; 1931 c 250 s 2; 191,1 c 110 s 2; 1951 c 31,2 s 11 (8638) 
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260.04 CLERK TO ASSIGN DEPUTY; SALARD2S. The clerk of the district 
court shall assign a deputy, subject to the approval of the judge of the juvenile 
court, who shall have special charge of the duties to be performed by the clerk in 
connection with the juvenile court and whose duty it shall be to keep all books and 
records thereof, to issue summons and process, to attend to correspondence in con­
nection with the court, and in general to perform such duties in the administration 
of the business of the court, whether or not herein specifically enumerated, as the 
judge may direct. Such deputy may be specially appointed for the purposes speci­
fied herein, in addition to other deputies provided for by law. In counties where 
more than one judge of the juvenile court has been designated a deputy clerk may 
be assigned for each. In counties having not less than 150,000 population the 
salary of the deputy clerk assigned pursuant to this section shall be $1,800 per 
annum. When not engaged in the duties pertaining to the juvenile court the 
deputy shall do such work in the clerk's office as the clerk may direct. When such 
deputy is absent the clerk or another deputy may perform the duties herein speci­
fied. The clerk may from time to time change the assignment of such deputy with 
the approval of the judge. When no assignment of a deputy has been made pur­
suant to this section the clerk of the district court shall perform the duties herein 
specified. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 4] (86S9) 
260.05 BAILIFF, SALARY; RAMSEY COUNTY. In all counties having more 

than 300,000, and less than 450,000 inhabitants, a bailiff of the juvenile court may be 
appointed by the judge of the court. He shall serve four years unless removed by 
the judge for cause and shall be in attendance at all sessions of the court, make and 
serve all summons, writs, warrants, and processes issued out of the court and 
perform such other duties as may be directed by the judge. He shall have all the 
authority of a deputy sheriff and when his services are not required by the juvenile 
court, he may, with the consent of the court, be called upon by the sheriff to serve 
as such deputy. In case of his absence, the sheriff shall, upon request of the judge, 
assign a deputy to perform his duties. The bailiff shall receive the salary fixed by 
the Board of County Commissioners, which sum shall include all expenses incurred 
by him in the performance of his duties within the county. 

[1917 c 397 s 5; 192,7 c 1,20 S 6; 1929 c 1,05 s 1; 191,9 C 51, S n (861,0) 

260.06 PROBATE COURT AS JUVENILE COURT; RECORD; APPEAL. In 
counties of not more than 100,000 population the judge of probate shall provide 
himself with a suitable book at the expense of the county in which he shall enter 
minutes of all proceedings of the court in each case; he need not record any evidence 
taken except as it shall seem to him proper and necessary and he shall record 
therein all orders, decrees, and judgments made by this court except non-appealable 
orders. The reasons for appointing a guardian shall be entered therein and any 
parent or the attorney for any child may appeal from the final disposition of the 
guardianship mat ter by complying with the law regulating appeals from probate 
courts. When acting under the provisions of sections 260.01 to 260.34 the probate 
court may for convenience be called the juvenile court of the appropriate county. 

A final order of commitment in any case of dependency, neglect or delinquency, 
shall be an appealable order which, on appeal, shall be treated and considered the 
same as an order appointing a general guardian, and shall be tried by a jury, unless 
a jury is waived by the appellant. On an appeal to the supreme court from a final 
order of committment in district court such order shall be treated and considered 
the same as an order involving merits or a final order affecting a substantial right 
in a special proceeding. 

•The parent or attorney for any child so committed may appeal from such order 
of commitment by complying with the laws regulating appeals from probate and 
district courts. 

Whenever it is necessary for a child to be present the district court may order 
that the child and an authorized attendant shall be present at a fixed time and place 
for the hearing on the appeal. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 6; 1931 c. 250 s. 3; 1931 c. 82 s. 1; 1933 c. 201, s. 1; 191,1 c. 110 s. S; 
191,5 c. 517 s. 2] (861,1) 

260.065 JUVENILE COURT JUDGES, ANNUAL CONFERENCE. Subdivi 
sion 1. Purpose of conference. For the purpose of promoting economy and effi­
ciency in the enforcement of laws relating to children and particularly of the laws 
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relating to defective, delinquent, dependent and neglected children, the president 
of the association of juvenile court judges may at such time and place as he deems 
advisable call an annual conference of all judges acting as judge of juvenile court. 

Subd. 2. Expenses paid by counties. The necessary expenses of the judges 
attending such conference shall be paid by their respective counties. The expenses 
incurred for attending said conference, in addition to travel expense, shall not 
exceed $25. 

Subd. 3. County board to audit claims for expenses in attending conference. 
The county board of each county shall audit and, if found correct, allow duly 
itemized and verified claims of the juvenile judge for travel and other necessary 
expenses incurred and paid by him in attending the annual conference called by the 
president of the association of juvenile court judges. 

11953 c 456 s IS] 
260.07 WHO MAY FILE PETITION; REQUISITES. Any reputable person 

including any agent of the director of social welfare or the state industrial com­
mission having knowledge of a child in this state who appears to be either depen­
dent, neglected, or delinquent may file with the juvenile court in the county where 
the child is or in the county of its residence a verified petition setting forth the facts 
of the alleged dependency, neglect, or delinquency. The petition shall also set forth 
the name and residence of each parent, if known, and if both are dead or the resi­
dence unknown, then the name and residence of the legal guardian, or if there be 
none, or if his residence is unknown then the name and residence of some near 
relative, if there be one and his residence is known. I t shall be sufficient if the 
petition is on information and belief. 

{Ex. 1937 c. 79 s. 1} (8642-1) 
260.08 CUSTODY PROCEEDINGS. Upon the presentation of the petition if it 

appears that a child may be dependent, neglected, or delinquent and that it is for 
the best interests of the child that the matter be heard in said county, the petition 
shall be filed and a date set for hearing thereon. A summons may be issued by 
the judge or clerk of the court requiring the person having custody or control 
of the child, or with whom the child may be, to appear with the child at a place 
and time stated in the summons, which time shall be not less than 24 hours after 
service. Such place may be in the county-seat of the county, or in any other city 
or village in the county, at the discretion of the court. It shall be sufficient to 
confer jurisdiction if service is made at any time before the day fixed in the 
summons for the return thereof; but in such case the court if so requested shall 
not proceed with the hearing earlier than the second day after the service. The 
summons shall be served as provided by law for the service of summons in civil 
actions, and may be served by a probation officer. The parents of the child, if 
living, and their residence is known, or its legal guardian, if one there be, or if 
there be neither parent nor guardian, or if his residence is not known, then a 
grandparent, sister, brother, uncle, or aunt of legal age if there be one and his 
residence is known, shall be notified of the proceedings. If satisfied that personal 
service cannot be made the court shall order three weeks published notice to be 
given, the last publication to be at least ten days before the time set for hearing. 
In all cases of dependency or neglect the notification shall also include a statement 
that in the event the court makes a final order of commitment the child shall be 
subject to adoption and, in case of proceedings to adopt the child, no notice need 
be given the parents. In any case the judge may appoint some suitable person 
to act in behalf of the child. Except in counties containing a city of the first class 
if the petition presented is made by a person other than a representative of the 
department of public welfare or county welfare board, notice as provided by the 
court shall be given to the county welfare board. Where the person to be notified, 
other than a member of the county welfare board or its staff, resides within the 
county, service of notice shall be the same as service of the summons, but in any 
other case service of notice shall be made in such manner as the court may direct. 
If the person summoned as herein provided shall fail without reasonable cause 
to appear and abide the order of the court or bring the child, he may be proceeded 
against as in case of contempt of court. In case the summons cannot be served 
or the party served fails to obey the same, and in any case when it shall be made 
to appear to the court that such summons will be ineffectual, or that the welfare 
of the child requires that he shall be brought forthwith into the custody of the 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1953



2167 DEPENDENT, NEGLECTED, DELINQUENT CHILDREN 260.11 

court, a warrant may be issued by the court, either against the parent or guardian 
or the person having custody of the child or with whom the child may be, or against 
the child himself. On the date set for the hearing and on the re turn of the sum­
mons if any has been issued or other process, or on the appearance of the child 
with or without summons or other process in person before the court, and on the 
return of the service of notice, if there be any person to be notified, or a personal 
appearance or written consent to the proceedings of the person or persons, if any 
to be notified, or as soon thereafter as may be, the court shall proceed to hear 
the case, and may proceed in a summary manner. 

In all such proceedings in counties having less than 150,000 population the 
county attorney shall appear for the petitioner. The child shall have the right to 
appear and be represented by counsel and, if unable to provide counsel, the court 
may appoint counsel for him. The counsel shall receive from the general revenue 
fund of the county reasonable compensation for each day actually employed, in 
court or actually consumed in preparing for the hearing as is allowed by the court. 

In all such proceedings the county welfare board shall upon the request of the 
judge of the juvenile court or the county attorney, cause an investigation to be 
made relative to the child and the child's family. In all such proceedings, such 
child may be released into the custody of the parent, guardian, or custodian. 

IEX19S7 c 79 s 2; 191ft c 158 s 1; 19Jf5 c 517 s 3; 1951 c 221, s 1; 1953 c 158 s 1; 1953 
c219s 1] (861,3-1) 

260.09 PROBATION OFFICERS; DUTD3S; COMPENSATION. The court shall 
have authority to appoint one or more persons of good character to serve as proba­
tion offlcers during the pleasure of the court. Such probation offlcers shall act under 
the orders of the court in reference to any child committed to their care, and in the 
performance of their duties shall have the general powers of a peace officer; and. it 
shall be their duty to make such investigations with regard to any child as may be 
required by the court before, during or after the trial or hearing, and to furnish 
to the court such information and assistance as may be required; to take charge 
of any child before, during or after trial or hearing when so directed by the court, 
and to keep such records and to make such reports to the court as the court may 
order. Probation offlcers heretofore or hereafter appointed under the provisions of 
sections 636.01 to 636.06 shall be subject to the orders of the court in reference to all 
matters covered by the provisions of sections 260.01 to 260.34. In counties of more 
than 100,000 population, a majority of the judges of the district court may direct 
the payment of such salary to probation offlcers as may be approved by the county 
board. In other counties probation offlcers shall receive the same fees as constables 
for similar services, including all travel, and in addition thereto such salary as may 
be fixed by the judge and approved by the county board. 

In all counties where regular probation offlcers are not provided by the county 
board, the county welfare board may on request of the judge of juvenile court pro­
vide a probation officer and provide funds and fix the salary therefor to direct and 
supervise any child placed on probation by the court. Two or more counties through 
their county boards may combine to provide a common probation officer for the 
several counties. 

U917 c. 397 S. 9; 1933 c. 20k s. 1; 191,5 c. 517 s. 4] (861,1,) 
260.10 EXPERT ASSISTANCE. In any county of more than 150,000 population 

the court may establish a department of the juvenile probation system of such county 
for the physical and mental diagnosis of cases of children who are believed to be 
physically or mentally diseased or defective, and may appoint as special probation 
offlcers a competent nurse and a duly qualified physician, whose salaries shall be 
fixed by the judge with the approval of the county board. In any county under 
150,000 population when the juvenile court has obtained jurisdiction of a dependent, 
neglected, or delinquent child the court may require that a physical or mental 
examination, or both, be made of such child by a duly qualified physician or mental 
examiner. 

11917 c. 397 a. 10; 191,1 c. 158 s. 7] (861,5) 
260.11 COMMITMENT; NOTICE. When any child shall be found to be depen­

dent or neglected within the meaning of sections 260.01 to 260.34 the court may make 
an order committing the child to the care of the commissioner of public welfare, or to 
the care of some reputable citizens of good moral character, or to the care of some 
association willing to receive it, embracing in its objects the purpose of caring for 
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or obtaining homes for dependent or neglected children, which association shall 
have been accredited as provided by law. In appropriate cases the child may be left 
with the parents subject to such remedial supervision as the court may direct. The 
court may continue the hearing from time to time without making an order of final 
commitment, as above provided for, and may make an order placing the child in the 
temporary care or custody of the county welfare board or an association accredited 
as provided by law. The court may, when the health or condition of the child shall 
require it, authorize the county welfare board to provide special medical or remedial 
care or treatment for the child, including care in a public or private hospital, if 
necessary, at the expense of the county. In no case shall a dependent child be taken 
from its parents without their consent unless, after diligent effort has been made to 
avoid such separation, the same shall be found needful in order to prevent serious 
detriment to the welfare of such child. Before making an order of final commitment 
to the commissioner of public welfare, provided for by this section, the court shall 
consider such evidence, report, or recommendation as the county welfare board may 
make concerning the case. Upon making an order of commitment to the commis­
sioner of public welfare, the judge or clerk shall mail or deliver a copy thereof to 
the commissioner of public welfare, and the child shall be delivered by order of 
the court to the county welfare board, as the representative of the commissioner 
of public welfare, to be cared for as directed by the commissioner of public welfare. 
If the child is committed to the guardianship of an association, accredited by 
law to receive children for care and place them in private homes, the child shall 
be transported at the expense of the county by order of the court to the place 
designated by such association for the care of the child. The parent or attorney 
for any such child committed may petition the juvenile court which made the 
commitment for the discharge of the child. 

IEX1937 c 79 s 3; 1941 c 158 s 2; 1945 c 517 s 5; 1947 c 81 s 11 (8646-1) 
260.12 GUARDIANSHIP, ADOPTION. In any case where the court shall 

award a dependent or neglected child to the care of the commissioner of public 
welfare, or of any association or individual in accordance with the provisions of 
sections 260.01 to 260.34, the child shall, unless otherwise ordered, become a ward, 
and be subject to the guardianship of the commissioner of public welfare or of the 
association or individual to whose care he is committed; but such guardianship 
shall not include the guardianship of any estate of the child, except as provided in 
section 260.17. The commissioner of public welfare, association, or individual shall 
have authority to place such child in a family home and may be made a party to 
any proceedings for the legal adoption of the child, and may, by his or its attorney 
or representative, appear in any court where such proceedings are pending and 
consent to such adoption. 

In every case where an order for final commitment is made, the clerk of court 
shall notify the parents by registered mail, if their address is known, and if un­
known by such notice as the court shall prescribe, of the fact of such final com­
mitment and that said parents will not be entitled to notice of any subsequent 
adoption proceeding. 

Proof of such mailing of notice or other notice as the court shall prescribe shall 
be filed in the dependency or neglect proceedings in juvenile court. 

11917 c 397 s 12; 1941 c 158 s 3; 1951 c 223 s i] (8647) 
260.125 [Renumbered 242.01 to 242.37] 
260.13 COURT; POWERS AS TO COMMITMENT, PAROLE, DISCHARGE. 

In the case of a delinquent child the court may continue the hearing from time to 
time and may place the child in the care or custody of a probation officer, and may 
allow the child to remain in his own home, subject to the visitation of the probation 
officer, such child to report to the probation officer as often as may be required, 
and subject to be returned to the court for further or other proceedings whenever 
such action may appear to be necessary; or the court may cause the child to be 
placed in a suitable family home, subject to the friendly supervision of a probation 
officer and the further order of the court; or it may authorize the child to be 
boarded out in some suitable family home, in case provision is made by voluntary 
contribution or otherwise for the payment of board of such child, until suitable 
provision may be made for the child in a home without such payment. Otherwise, 
and unless disposition of a delinquent child is made pursuant to section 260.125, 
subdivision 14, a child found delinquent shall be committed by the court to the 
youth conservation commission or to an institution established by law or incorpo-
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rated under the laws of this state that may care for delinquent children, or to any 
place provided by the town or county, suitable to the care of such children, but the 
court shall not commit a delinquent child to the State Training School for Boys or 
the Minnesota Home School for Girls. In appropriate cases the court may commit 
the child to the care and custody of some association that will receive it, embracing 
in its objects the care of neglected or dependent children. In no cases shall a child 
be held under any such commitment beyond the age of 21 years. A child com­
mitted to such an institution or association shall be subject to the control of the 
board of managers thereof. 

(.1917 c 397 s 13; 1927 c 192 s 5; 19Jt5 c 517 s 6; 191,7 c 595 s 2; 1951 C 1,59 s 3) (861,8) 

260.14 COUNTY HOME SCHOOLS. In counties of over 33,000 population the 
county board shall have authority to purchase, lease, erect, equip, and maintain 
a county home school for boys and girls, or a separate home school for boys and a 
separate home school for girls, and the same may, with the approval of the district 
court judges, be a separate institution, or it may be established and operated in 
connection with any other organized charitable or educational institution; but the 
plans, location, equipment, and operation of the county home school shall in all cases 
have the approval of the judges of the district court. There shall be a superintendent 
or matron, or both, appointed for such home, who shall be probation officers of the 
juvenile court, and shall be appointed and removed by the district judges. The 
salaries of the superintendent, matron, and other employees shall be fixed by the 
judges of the district court, subject to the approval of the county board. The 
juvenile court may place in the home school, for a period of not more than six 
months under any order, any child coming before the court, and any child who is 
placed in such home school may be released therefrom by order of the court at any 
time. A delinquent child may be committed during the pleasure of the court to any 
county home school, or any orphans' home conducted by a charitable institution, 
where the inmates are taught the branches of study usually pursued in the public 
schools and where agriculture, horticulture, gardening, or domestic science is 
studied or carried on by the inmates thereof; but in no case shall such child be 
detained beyond his majority. The county board of each county to which this sec­
tion applies is hereby authorized, empowered, and required to provide the necessary 
funds to make all needful appropriations to carry out the provisions of this section. 
The board of education, commissioner of education, or other persons having charge 
of the public schools in any city of the first or second class in a county where a 
county home school is maintained pursuant to the provisions of this -section shall 
have authority to furnish all necessary instructors, school books, and school sup­
plies for the boys and girls placed in any such home school. 

[1917 c. 397 s.. 11,) (861,9) 

260.15 EXISTING HOME SCHOOLS CONTINUED. All juvenile detention 
homes, farms, and industrial schools heretofore established under the provisions 
of Laws 1905, Chapter 285, section 5, as amended by Laws 1907, Chapter 172, and 
Laws 1911, Chapter 353, or Laws 1913, Chapter 83, or Laws 1915, Chapter 228, are 
hereby declared to be county home schools within the meaning of sections 260.01 
to 260.34 and all the provisions of those sections relating to county home schools 
shall apply thereto. 

(1917 c. 397 S. 15) (8650) 

260.16 GUARDIANS FOR DELINQUENTS IN PROBATE COURT. When any 
child is found delinquent in a probate court the court may appoint the commissioner 
of public welfare to be the guardian of such child, or any institution or association 
incorporated under the laws of this state that may care for delinquent children and 
become their guardian, or any suitable city, county, or state institution. The provi­
sions of section 260.13 relative to the control, parole, and discharge of delinquent 
children committed by district courts shall apply to delinquent children placed 
under guardianship by probate courts. In all cases girls committed to the state 
home school for girls shall be accompanied to the school by a woman. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 16) (8651) 

260.17 PROPERTY OF CHILD USED FOR CHILD'S EDUCATION. If any 
child placed under guardianship by a juvenile court pursuant to the provisions of 
sections 260.01 to 260.34 has any property, the income thereof shall, unless more 
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than is necessary, be applied to the education of such child; and upon cause shown 
to the court having jurisdiction of the estate of such child the principal or any part 
thereof may be used for the same purpose. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 17; 19U c. 158 s. 8] (8652) 
260.18 INFORMATION WITH COMMITMENT. When a juvenile court shall 

commit a child to a state institution or to the guardianship of the director of social 
welfare there shall be delivered with the order of commitment a copy of the findings 
and order of the court relative to such child and a brief statement of such particulars 
of the case as the commissioner of public welfare may require. 

U917 C. 397 S. 181 (8653) 
260.19 EVIDENCE IN DELINQUENCY CASES PROTECTED. Any disposi­

tion of a child dealt with for delinquency under sections 260.01 to 260.34, or any 
evidence given in such cause, shall not in any civil, criminal, or other cause or pro­
ceeding in any court be lawful or proper evidence against such child for any pur­
pose; provided, that nothing in this section shall be construed to relate to subsequent 
proceedings in a juvenile court. 

11917 C. 397 S. 191 (8651t) 
260.20 RELIGIOUS BELIEF OF PARENTS. The court in committing any 

child, or appointing a guardian for him under the provisions of sections 260.01 to 
260.34, shall place him so far as it deems practicable in the care and custody of 
some individual holding the same religious belief as the parents of the child, or 
with some association which is controlled by persons of like religious faith with 
the parents. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 201 (8655) 
260.21 CRIMTNAIL, PROCEEDINGS. The adjudication of a juvenile court that 

a child is delinquent shall in no case be deemed a conviction of crime; but the 
court may in its discretion cause any alleged delinquent child of the age of 12 years 
or over to be proceeded against in accordance with the laws that may be in force 
governing the commission of and punishment for crimes and misdemeanors, or 
for the violation of municipal ordinances, by an order directing the county attorney 
to institute such prosecution as may be appropriate. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 21; 1945 c. 517 s. 7] (8656) 
260.22 TRANSFER OF CASES. Subdivision 1. Transfer from municipal or 

justice court. When any minor is arraigned upon a criminal charge before a judge 
of the municipal court or justice of the peace otherwise than upon an order trans­
ferring the case from a juvenile court the judge or justice shall inquire concerning 
the age of such minor and, if it satisfactorily appears that he is under the age of 
18 years, the case shall forthwith be transferred to the juvenile court of the county. 
Such transfer shall be effected by filing with the judge or clerk of the juvenile 
court a certificate showing the name, age, and residence of the child, the names 
and addresses of his parents or guardian, if known, the specific charge upon which 
he has been arraigned, and the name and residence of the complainant. 

The certificate shall have the effect of a petition filed in the juvenile court; but 
the judge of the court may in his discretion direct the filing of a new petition, which 
shall supersede such certificate. The judge of the municipal court or the justice 
shall have power to commit such child to appropriate custody, when deemed 
advisable, for a period of not more than one week and to fix reasonable bail, upon 
furnishing which the child shall be returned to the custody of his parents or 
guardian to respond to such proceedings as shall be had in the juvenile court. 

Subd., 2. Transfer to another county. The judge in charge of the juvenile 
court in any county may transfer any case to another county when it appears that 
the child resides in such other county and the convenience of witnesses or the 
interest of such child will be best served by such transfer. Such transfer shall be 
made by forwarding to the clerk of the juvenile court of the county to which the 
case is transferred a certified copy of all papers filed, together with an order of 
transfer. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 22; 1927 c. 192 s. 6] (8657) 
260.23 ARREST; WARRANTS. Nothing in sections 260.01 to 260.34 shall be 

construed to forbid the arrest of any person with or without warrant as is now or 
hereafter may be provided by law or to forbid the issue of warrants by magistrates 
as so provided. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 231 (8658) 
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260.24 PRIVACY OF HEARINGS AND RECORDS. Upon the trial or hearing 
of cases arising under sections 260.01 to 260.34 the court shall exclude the general 
public from the room wherein such trial or hearing is had, admitting only such 
persons as may have a direct interest in the case, witnesses, officers of the court 
and accredited persons interested in the study of social conditions. The records 
of all cases may be withheld from indiscriminate public inspection at the discretion 
of the court; but such records shall a t all times be open to the inspection of any 
child to whom the same relates, and to his parents and guardian. For the purposes 
of this section the records of juvenile probation officers and county home schools 
shall be deemed records of the court. This section shall not be deemed to apply to 
prosecutions under sections 260.27 and 260.28. 

[1917 c. 397 S. 241 (8659) 
260.25 SUPPORT BY PARENTS. In any case in which the juvenile court of a 

county having a population of over 40,000, except those of the seventh judicial 
district, shall find a child dependent, neglected, or delinquent, it may, in the same 
or a subsequent proceeding, upon the parents of the child or either of them being 
duly summoned or voluntarily appearing, proceed to inquire into the ability of 
such parent or parents to support the child or contribute to his support, and if the 
court shall find such parent or parents able to support the child or contribute 
thereto, the court may enter such order or decree as shall be according to equity 
in the premises and enforce the same by execution or in any way in which a court 
of equity may enforce its orders or decrees. 

[1917 C. 397 8. 25; 1938 C. 204 S. 1] (8660) 
260.26 UNLAWFUL REMOVAL OF CHILD. Any unlawful removal, at tempt 

to remove or interference with a child committed by a juvenile court to the custody 
or guardianship of any institution, association, or individual is hereby declared 
to be contempt of court and punishable accordingly. 

[1917 C. 397 s. 261 (8661) 
260.27 CONTRD3UTING TO NEGLECT OR DELINQUENCY. Any person 

who by act, word or omission encourages, causes or contributes to the neglect or 
delinquency of a child, and such act, word or omission is not by other provisions 
of law declared to be a felony, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

[1917 c 397 s 27; 1927 c 192 s 7; 1953 c 436 S 11 (8662) 
260.28 JURISDICTION. In counties having a population of over 33,000 the 

juvenile court shall have jurisdiction of the offenses described in section 260.27. 
Prosecutions hereunder shall be begun by complaint duly verified and filed in the 
juvenile court of the county. If the defendant is found guilty, the court may impose 
conditions upon him and so long as he shall comply therewith to the satisfaction 
of the court the sentence imposed may be suspended. 

[1917 C. 397 s. 281 (8663) 
260.29 EXPENSES PAYABLE BY COUNTY. In counties having a population 

of less than 50,000, the expenses in probate courts acting as juvenile court for the 
proceedings of dependent, neglected, and delinquent children including the care of 
children when in the custody of the court and during continuance when not with 
the parents, medical and hospital care that may be necessary at the hearing or while 
the child is in the custody of the court, the fees and necessary mileage, not to exceed 
five cents per mile, of witnesses and of officers serving notices and subpoenas ordered 
by the court, the expenses for travel and board incurred by the probate judge when 
holding court in places.other than the county seat, shall be paid by the county upon 
the certificate of the probate judge; and judges of probate acting as judge of juvenile 
court in such proceedings shall receive an annual salary for such service equal to 
$25 for each 1,000 inhabitants, or fraction thereof within said county according to 
the then last preceding federal or state census. Such salary shall be paid monthly 
in the same manner as the regular salary of such probate judges. 

[Exl9S7 c 79 s 4; 1941 C 158 s 4; 1947 C 287 s 11 (8664-1) 
260.30 FINDINGS; CERTD7ICATION. In any proceeding relating to a depen­

dent, neglected, or delinquent child, if it appears that the child has a legal settle­
ment in another county, the court may continue the case and forward to the clerk 
of the juvenile court of the county in which it appears the child has a legal settle­
ment a certified copy of all papers filed, together with an order of transfer of the 
case to the county of legal settlement. When the judge of the juvenile court of the 
county to which the case has been transferred denies that such child has a legal 
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settlement in his county, he shall send such order of transfer with his statement 
of facts as to settlement of the child to the director of social welfare, who shall 
immediately investigate and determine the question of legal settlement and certify 
his findings to the juvenile judge of each of such counties. Such decision shall be 
final and complied with unless, within 30 days thereafter, action is taken in the 
district court as provided in sections 261.08 and 261.09. 

When the legal settlement of the child has been determined the judge of the 
juvenile court of the county of legal settlement shall proceed to hear and deter­
mine the disposition of the case. The judge may accept the findings of the juvenile 
court where the petition was filed or he may in his discretion direct the filing of a 
new petition and hear the case de novo. 

[Ex. 1937 c. 79 s. 5; 191ft C. 158 S. 5] (8664-2) 
260.31 CERTD7ICATION OF REJECTION OF CLAIM BY COUNTY AUDITOR; 

DETERMINATION. When it has been determined that the legal settlement of such 
child is in another county by the admission of the juvenile court judge of such 
county or by the director of social welfare or the district court, the necessary costs 
and expenses of such proceedings, together with the cost of caring for such child 
during continuances when not with the parents, shall be certified by the court to the 
auditor of the county in which the proceedings are held, who shall certify the same 
to the auditor of the county where the child is found to have a legal settlement and 
paid as other claims against the county. 

[Ex. 19S7 C. 79 S. 6; 1941 C. 158 s. 6] (8661,-S) 
260.32 SALARIES. All salaries required to be paid under the provisions of 

sections 260.01 to 260.34 shall be paid by the county in equal monthly instalments 
and all authorized fees and expense money shall be paid by the county upon proper 
certification by the judge. 

11917 c. 397 s. 301 (8665) 
260.33 LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION. Sections 260.01 to 260.34 shall be liberally 

construed to the end that their purpose may be carried out. In all proceedings 
arising under their provisions the court shall act upon the principle that to the 
child concerned there is due from the state the protection and correction which he 
needs under the circumstances disclosed in the case; and when it is necessary to 
provide for him elsewhere than with his parents his care, custody, and discipline 
shall approximate as nearly as may be that which ought to be given by his parents; 
and in all cases where it can properly be done he shall be placed in an approved 
family home and become a member of the family by legal adoption or otherwise. 

[1917 c. 397 s. 32] (8667) 
260.34 LAWS NOT AFFECTED. Nothing contained in sections 260.01 to 

260.34 shall be construed to repeal any of the provisions of sections 484.53, 636.01 
to 636.06, or Laws 1915, Chapter 3. 

11917 c. 397 s. S4H (8669) 
260.35 TESTS, EXAMINATIONS. Thereafter it shall be the duty of the com­

missioner of public welfare through the bureau of child welfare and county welfare 
boards to arrange for such tests, examinations, and investigations as are necessary 
for the proper diagnosis, classification, treatment, care and disposition of the 
child as necessity and the best interests of the child shall from time to time require. 
When it appears that a dependent or neglected child is sound of mind, free from 
disease, and suitable for placement in a foster home for care or adoption, the 
commissioner may so place him or delegate such duties to a child-placing agency 
accredited as provided by law, or authorize his care in the county by and under 
the supervision of the county welfare board. 

[1941 c. 159 s. 2] 
260.36 SPECIAL PROVISIONS IN CERTAIN CASES. When the commissioner 

of public welfare shall find that a child committed to his guardianship as a depend­
ent or neglected child is handicapped physically or whose mentality has not been 
satisfactorily determined or who is affected by habits, ailments, or handicaps that 
produce erratic and unstable conduct, and is not suitable or desirable for place­
ment in a home for permanent care or adoption, the commissioner of public welfare 
shall make special provision for his care and treatment designed to fit him, if 
possible, for such placement or to become self-supporting. The facilities of the com­
missioner of public welfare and all state institutions, the Minnesota general hospital, 
and the child guidance clinic of its psychopathic department, as well as the facilities 
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available through reputable clinics, private child-caring agencies, and foster board­
ing homes, accredited as provided by law, may be used as the particular needs of 
the child may demand. When it appears that the child is suitable for permanent 
placement or adoption, the commissioner of public welfare shall cause him to be 
placed as provided in section 260.35. If the commissioner of public welfare is satis­
fied that the child is feebleminded he may bring him before the probate court of 
the county where he is found or the county of his legal settlement for examination 
and commitment as provided by law. 

UH1 c. 159 s. S] 
260.37 GUARDIANSHIP CEASES UPON MAJORITY. When a child is no 

longer a minor, as provided by law, the guardianship of the commissioner of public 
welfare shall cease. If he is not self-supporting he shall be returned to the county 
of his legal settlement for care by the authorities charged with poor relief. A child, 
of the age of 14 years, not adopted but placed in a satisfactory foster home, may 
with the foster parents ' consent, join with the commissioner of public welfare in 
a petition to the court having jurisdiction of such child, praying that such foster 
parents be appointed guardian of such child and for the discharge of the commis­
sioner of public welfare as such guardian. 

[1941 c. 159 s. 41 
260.38 COST, PAYMENT. In addition to the usual care and services given by 

public and private agencies, the necessary cost incurred by the commissioner of 
public welfare in providing care for such child shall be paid by the county com­
mitting such child which, subject to uniform regulations established by the commis­
sioner of public welfare, may receive a reimbursement not exceeding one half of 
such costs from funds made available for this purpose by the legislature. Where 
such child is eligible to receive a grant of aid to dependent children, his needs 
shall be met through aid to dependent children. 

11941 c 159 s 5; 1947 c 81 s 2; 1953 c 54 s 11 
260.39 DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS RECOVERED FOR ASSISTANCE FUR­

NISHED. When any amount shall be recovered from any source for assistance 
furnished under the provisions of sections 260.01 to 260.38, there shall be paid into 
the treasury of the state or county in the proportion in which they have respec­
tively contributed toward the total assistance paid. 

11953 c95 s 11 
260.41 MINNESOTA STATE CHILDREN'S CENTER. There is hereby estab­

lished the Minnesota State Children's Center, hereinafter referred to as the Center, 
which shall be a receiving home and treatment center for the purpose of giving 
special care and treatment to dependent or neglected children, and which shall be 
located in the county of Ramsey. 

U953 c 101 s 11 
260.42 CONTROL, MANAGEMENT. The Center shall be under the general 

control and management of the commissioner of public welfare. 
V1953 c 701 s 21 
260.43 SUPERINTENDENT. The commissioner of public welfare shall appoint 

the superintendent of the Center, who shall be the chief executive officer thereof. 
11953 c 701s 31 
260.44 PERSONS ADMITTED. There shall be admitted to the Center only 

children who have been committed as dependent or neglected children to the com­
missioner of public welfare, or who have been placed under the temporary custody 
of a county welfare board by court order, or who have been committed to an asso­
ciation accredited by law to receive and place children; and, whom the commissioner 
of public welfare shall determine may benefit from the care, training, and treatment 
provided at the Center. 

11953 c 701 s 41 
260.45 COSTS, PAYMENT. The costs of care, excluding clothing, medical, and 

other personal needs, for children committed as dependent or neglected to the com­
missioner of public welfare and for children who have been placed under temporary 
custody of a county welfare board by court order shall be paid one half by the 
state and one half by the county of commitment. Clothing, medical, and other 
personal needs shall be paid by the county of commitment for children committed 
as dependent or neglected to the commissioner of public welfare, subject to reim­
bursement of the state's share of costs as set forth in sections 260.38 and 260.39. 
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Clothing, medical, and other personal needs shall be paid for by the county of 
commitment for children under temporary custody of county welfare boards. The 
full costs of care for children committed to an association accredited by law to 
receive and place children shall be paid to the state in advance by such association. 

11953 c 701 s 5] . 

260.46 ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR USE AS CENTER. The commissioner 
of public welfare is authorized to acquire by purchase with the approval of the 
governor, gift, or condemnation, a suitable tract of land in Ramsey county for the 
construction of the Center, not to exceed four acres in area. With the approval 
of the governor, the commissioner of public welfare shall have the custody and 
control of any specific part of the land of any public institution not needed by such 
institution to be used as a site for the Center. 

[1953 c 701 s 6] 
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