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8205.1010 FORM OF PETITIONS. - R o

Subpart 1 Applicahility. This part apphes to any pét‘lt‘lon' requ1reda for any election
m this state, mcluding nominating petitions, recall” petitions, ‘and proposed recall
petitions. e ’

Subp 2. General form requirements. Petitions must .be prepared in,accordance
with items Atol

A A, pet1t10n must be prepared on paper no larger than 8- 1/2 1nches w1de and
14 inches long The signer’s oath and the signature lines must be on the same side of
the paper.
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B The language on the pet1t10n must be prlnted In as large as possrble but, no
smaller than 8-pomt type.
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C. Each petmon page must have a short title descr1b1ng the purpose of: the
petition . -
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D Each petrtlon page must have a statement summarrzlng the purpose of the
petition. . L o -

< [N Lt
E If the purpose of 'the petltlon 1s 'to put a que’stlon on the ballot, each
petition page may have a: statement of 75 words or less summarlzrng thenballot
question. ‘ IR S

F Each pet1t10n page must have a signer’s oath 1n 12‘pomnt bold type If the
form of the signer’s oath 1s not specrfred by statute,' the following oath must be used “I
swear (or affirm) that I know the contents and' purpose of thrs petltlon and 'that I
s1gned this petmon only once and of tny own free will >

G Each petrtron page must include the followrng statement 1mmed1ately
above the signature lines “All mformation must be filled 1n by person(s) signing the
petition unless disability prevents the person(s) from doing so.’

H Each petition page must have no more ithan 20 signature: lines The
signature lines must be consecutively numbered Each Signature line, must have space
for the date of signature, a signature, ‘and each signatory’s year of birth, printed furst,
middlé, and last name, dnd 'residence address, mumcrpahty, and county

s e
I' Each petition page. must mclude the followmg statement “All 1nformat10n
on this petition 1s subject to pubhc’ 1nspectron ' !

Statutory Authority: MS s 204B 071, 211C 03, 211C 04, 211C 06 . ) '
History: 25 SR 616 .. v C
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82051020 CIRCULATING PETITIONS. . . .

o
Subpart 1 Applicability. This part applies to any petition required for any -election

m this state, ncluding nominating petitions, recall petitions, and proposed .recall

petitions. oo N T
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Subp 2 Photocopies. Petitioners may circulate photocopies of a sample petition
page T h

Statutory Authority: MSs 204B 071, 211C.03, 211C 04, 211C.06

History: 25 SR 616

8205.1030 SIGNING PETITIONS."

Subpart 1' Applicability. This part applies to any petition required for any election
m this state, including nominating petitions, recall petitions, and proposed recall
petitions .
Subp 2 Requlred information. The person sigmng the petltlon shall complete the
signature date, name, year of birth, and residence address lines on the petition

Subp. 3. Signing by disabled person. A person physxcally unable to complete the
petition may ask another for assistance.

Subp 4 Slgnmg only once. A person may sign a petition only once )
Statutory Authorlty MS s 204B 071, 211C 03; 211C 04, 211C 06 .
History: 25 SR 616

8205.1040 FILING PETITIONS.

Subpart 1. Applicability. This part applies to any petition required for'any €lection
i this state, mcludmg nommatmg petltlons recall petltlons and proposed recall
petitions '

Subp 2 Definition of filmg ofﬁcer As used In th1s part and part 8205 1050, “filing
officer” refersto -+ - RN
A. the county aud1tor if a pet1t1on 1s for an offlce to be voted upon only 1n one
county, or .. foL . -y .
B the secretary of state 1f a petition 1s for an offlce to be voted on 1n more
than one county. N

Subp 3 Filing procedures. The person filing the petition must submlt the entire
petition at one time to the fihng officer The-petitioners may submit the petition by
mail, messenger, or sumilar delivery service. Filing of a petition 1s effective upon receipt
by the filing officer Petition pages must not be altered by anyone except the filing
officer for ver1flcat10n purposes after the petition has been filed.

Subp 4 Recelpt The filing officer must provide the person filing the petition with
a receipt for the petition The receipt must include the type of petition filed; the name,
address, and telephone number of the person submitting the ‘petition, the date on
wh1ch the petition was filed, and the total number of pages 1n the petition submutted.

Statutory Authority: MS 5 204B'071, 211C 03, 211C 04, 211C 06,

Hlstory 25 SR 616 o -

8205.1050 VERIFYING PETITIONS. '~ - .t -

"' Subpart 1 Apphcabnhty This part does, not apply to proposed recall and recall
petitions. The verification processes for proposed recall and recall petitions are located
n parts 8205.2010 and 8205 2120.

‘ Subp 2. Verifying petitions. The flhng officer shall verlfy each petition usmg the
method 1n items A to C
A The filimg officer shall mspect the form of the petition to determine
whether 1t complies with part 8205 1010.
B The filing officer shall mspect the petition to determine whether 1t has
been signed by the required number of signatories and whether the s1gnator1es meet
the-apphicable eligibility requirements

If the petition has not been signed by the required number of qualified signatories,
the filing officer must notify the person who filed the petition:

st

i
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(1) that the petition has not been signed by the required number of
signatories, and L

(2) of the number of additional 51gnatures needed.

_ If the time for c1rculat1ng the petition has not explred, the petitioners may collect
additional signatures and submit them at one time to the filing officer before the
crrculation period expires

C. If the petition satisfies the form requirements m part 8205 1010 and has
been signed by the required number of qualified signatories during the applicable time
period, the filing officer shall notify the person whose name 1s on the petition receipt
that the petition 1s sufficient. ~

Subp 3. Time for verification. The filing officer shall complete the verification of a
petition as soon, as practicable but no later than ten working days after the day on
which the petltlon was filed

Statutory Authority: MS s 204B 071

History: 25 SR 616

¢ ]

§205.2000 FORM OF PROPOSED RECALL PETITION . .

Subpart 1 Applicability of other rules. A proposed recall petition must comply
with parts 8205.1010 to 8205.1040

Subp la Form of proposed recall petition. Proposed recall petitions must be
prepared mn accordance with items AtoC + ¢

A The words “PROPOSED RECALL PETITION” must be pr1nted at the
top of each page of the petition

B Each page of the proposed petltlon must mnclude the following information

(1) the mformation required by anesota Statutes, section 211C.03; and

(2) an oath 1 the following form “I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am
an eligible voter residing 1n the district where the state officer serves or, in the case of a
statewide officer, m the state, I know the purpose and content of the petitidn, and I
signed the petition only once and of my own free will ”

C Separate pet1t1ons must be used to propose the recall of more than one
state officer.

D The secretary of state shall provide sample proposed recall petltlon pages
Subp 2. [Repealed, 25 SR 616]

Subp 3. Submitting the proposed recall petition. The proposed recall petltlon
must be submitted to the secretary of state

The persons submutting the proposed recall petition also shall submit a written
statement designating no more than three consenting signatories of the petition who
will represent all petitioners 1 all matters relating to the recall The secretary shall
provide sample written statements

The petition must be accompamed by a fee of $100 If the f111ng fee 1s paid with a
check, draft, or similar negotiable instrument for which sufficient funds are not
available or that 1s dishonored, the secretary of state shall send notice of the worthless
mstrument to the petitioners via registered mail with return’ recelpt requested The
petitioners have five days from the time the secretary recewves proof of receipt to
provide the secretary of state with sufficient funds. If adequate payment 1s not made,
the secretary of state shall dismiss the proposed petition

Subp 4, Receipt of proposed recall petition. The receipt must mclude the name of
the state officer who 1s the subject of the proposed petition.

Statutory Authority: MS s 204B.071, 211C.03, 211C 04, 211C.06
History: 25 SR 616 " o
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8205.2010 . VERIFYING THE PROPOSED RECALL PETITION.

Subpart 1 Verifying the proposed recall petition. The secretary of state shall
inspect the form of each proposed recall petition to determine whether 1t complies with
the. requirements 1n parts 8205 1010, and 8205 2000, subpart 1 The secretary of. state
shall inspect each proposed recall petition to determine whether 1t has been signed by
at least 25 persons eligible to vote 1n the district where the state officer subject to the
proposed recall petition serves or, in the case of a statewide officer, withm the state.
The secretary of state ‘shall 'verify that the address-given by each signatory 1s in the
district served by the state officer subject to the proposed recall petition and that the
birth date given by each signatory establishiés that the signatory was at least 18 years old
when the petition was signed

If the secretary of state determuines that less than 25 eligible voters have signed a
proposed recall ‘petition, the secretary of state shall imniediately distniss the petition
and send written notice to the person submtting the petition

If the secretary of state determines that the proposed recall petition 1s sufficient,
the secretary shall immediately send written notice to the state officer subject to the
proposed recall petition and the petitioners and shall forward the proposed petltron to
the clerk of the appellate courts

Subp 2. Time for verification. The secretary of state shall complete the verification
of a proposed recall petition no later than three working days after the day on which
the petition was filed

Statutory Authority: MS s 204B 071 211 C 03, 211C 04, 211C 06

History: 25 SR 616 v Pt

!

8205.2100 ISSUING THE RECALL PETITION.
' [For text of subpart 1, see M R]
Subp 2. [Repealed, 25 SR 616]
, Statutory Authority: MS s 204B 071; 211C 03, 211C 04, 211C 06
Hlstory 25 SR 616 N

8205.2110 FORM OF RECALL PETITION.

Subpart 1. Applicability of other rules. A recall petltlon must comply with parts
8205.1010 to 8205 1040.

Subp 1a Form of recall petition. Recall petltrons must be prepared 1in accordance
with items A and B.

A The words “RECALL PETITION” must be prmted at the top of each
page of the petition

B. Each page 1n the petition must include the following information

1

(1) the mformation requiréd by Mmnesota Statutes, section 211C 03, and

(2) an oath m the following form “I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am
an eligible voter residing 1n the district where the state officer serves or, in the case of a
statewide officer, ' the state; I know the purpose and content of the petition; and I
signed the petition only once and of my own free will.”

C 'A separate petition muist be used for the recall of each étate officer
Subp 2. [Repealed, 25 SR 616] .

+Subp 3 Submitting the petmon The completed petition must be filed with: the
secretary of state B

Subp. 4 Receipt of recall petition. The receipt must mclude the name of the state
officer who 1s the subject of the petition !

Statutory Authority: MS s 204B.071, 211C 03, 211C 04; 211C.06
History: 25 SR 616 ‘ .
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8205.2120 VERIFYING THE RECALL PETITION.

Subpart 1 Verifying the recall petition. The secretary of state shall verify each
recall petition by the following method

A The secretary of state shall mspect the form of the recall petition to
determine whether 1t comples with the requirements 1n parts 8205.1010 and 8205 2110,
subpart 1 '

B. The secretary of state shall inspect each petmon to determine whether 1t
was filed within 90 days after the date of 1ssuance. If the secretary of state determines
that the petition was not filed within 90 days after the date of 1ssuance, the secretary
shall dismiss the petition and notify the petitioners of the reason for dismissal

C The secretary of state shall mnspect each petition to determine whether 1t
has been signed by a number of persons eligible to vote m the district served by the
state officer subject to the recall petition that 1s equal to at least 25 percent of the
number of votes cast at the most recent general election for the office held by the state
officer subject to the recall petition If the petition has not been signed by the required
number of eligible voters and-the 90-day time limt has expired during the verification
process, the secretary shall dismiss the petition and notify the petitioners of the reason
for the dismissal. If the petition has not been signed by the required number of eligible
voters but the 90-day time Limit has not expired, the secretary shall notify the
petitioners:

(1) that the 'petltlonl has not been signed by the reqﬁued number of
voters,

(2) of the number of additional signatures needed,
(3) that the 90-day time limit has not expired,
(4) of the number of days left m the 90-day time lmut, and

(5) that the.petitioners may provide the secretary with the required
number of additional signatures before the 90-day time it expires

If the petitioners do not provide the necessary number of additional signatures during
the 90-day time limit, the secretary shall dismuss the petition and notify the petitioners
If the petitioners provide the necessary number of required signatures w1thm the
90-day time limut, the secretary shall continue the verification process.

D The secretary of state shall use a random sampling technique to verify that
the persons signing the petition are eligible voters.

(1) If a member of the house of representatives or senate 1s the subject of
the recall petition, the sample size must be 650 signatures

(2) If the governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state auditor,
state treasurer, or attorney general, or a supreme court, court of appeals, or district
court judge 1s the subject of the recall petition, the sample size must be 2,000
signatures.

(3) The secretary shall consecutively number every completed signature
line on the petition The signature lines on the petition that correspond to the random
numbers generated constitute the sample for the verification process.

(4) The secretary of state shall verify that the address gven by each
signatory i the sample 1s in the district served by the state officer subject to the recall
petition and that the birth date given by each signatory in the sample establishes that
the signatory was at least 18 years old when the petition was signed Signatures from
persons determined by the secretary to be ineligible to vote must not be counted.

(5) The secretary shall determine what percentage of the signatories m
the sample are eligible voters

(6) The secretary shall multiply the total number of petition signatories
by the percentage of signatories determined to be eligible voters mn the sample to
determine how many of the signatories on the petition are deemed to be eligible voters

Copyright © 2001 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
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(7) If the statistical sampling shows the number of signatories deemed to
be eligible voters 1s less than 100 percent of the required number and the 90-day time
lmut has expired during the verification process, the secretary shall dismiss the petition
and notify the petitioners of the reasons for the dismissal.

(8) If the statistical sampling shows the number of signatories deemed to
be eligible voters 1s less than 100 percent of the required number but the 90-day time
limit has not expired during the verification process, the secretary shall notify the
petitioners

(a) that the petltlon has not been signed by the required number of
eligible voters,

(b) of the number of additional signatures needed, v

(c) that the 90-day time limit has not expired,
(d) of the number of days left m the 90-day time limut, and

(e) that the:petitioners may provide the secretary with the requlred
number of additional signatures before the 90-day time Limit expires

If the petitioners do not provide the secretary with additional signatures durmg the
90-day time limt, the secretary shall dismiss the petition and notify the petitioners. If
the petitioners provide the secretary with additional signatures, the secretary shall
reverify the petition using the procedure described 1n subpart 1.

E. If the secretary of state determines that the petition satisfies the form
requirements 1 parts 8205 1010 and 8205.2110, subpart 1, the petition has been filed
within the 90-day time limut, that the petition has been signed by the required number
of signatories, and that the statistical sampling shows the number of signatories who are
eligible voters 1s 100 percent or greater of the required number, the secretary shall
certify the petition and immediately send written notlce to the governor, the petition-
ers, and the state officer subject to the petition

Subp 2 Time for verification. The secretary of state shall'complete the verification
of a petition no later than ten working days after the day on whlch the petmon was
filed ..

Statutory Authority: MS s 204B 071, 211C 03, 211 C 04, 211C 06
History: 25 SR 616
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