
CHAPTER 7503
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

DRIVER AND VEHICLE SERVICES DIVISION

7503 0100 
7503 0800 
7503 1250 
7503 1300

7503.0100 DEFINITIONS.
[For text ofsubps 1 to 3, see M R.]

Subp 4 Cancellation and denial. “Cancellation and denial” is the commissioner’s 
withdrawal of a person’s driver’s license and privilege to drive m Minnesota pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes, section 169.121,171.04, subdivision 1, clause (5), (9), or (10), 171 13, 
subdivision 4, or 171.14.

Subp 5. Chemical dependency treatment. “Chemical dependency treatment” is 
treatment for.chemical dependency as specified in part 7503.1700, subpart 2, item A, in a. 

A program licensed or approved by the state of Mmnesota;
B. comparable program licensed or approved by another state,
C hospital-based treatment program, or
D. alternative treatment program preapproved by the commissioner of pubhc safe

ty.'
[For text ofsubps 5a to 9, see M  R.]

Subp. 10. Special review notice. “Special review notice” means the notice given to the 
driver and the acknowledgment received from a dnver under part 7503.1250.

[For text ofsubps 11 and 12, see M.R.]
Statutory Authority: MS s 14.06; 169.128; 171.165; 299A.01 
History: 22 SR 1103

7503.0800 REVOCATION PERIODS.
[For text o f subps 1 to 6, see M R ]

Subp 7 Terminating revocation after assessment action completed. The commis
sioner shall terminate a revocation penod in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 
169.123, subdivision 10 The amount of the termination must be 30 days or the length of time 
remaining m the revocation penod, whichever is shorter. Termination of the revocation peri
od under Minnesota Statutes, section 169.123, subdivision 10, does not apply to persons with 
more than one alcohol- or controlled-substance-related incident on record or to persons 
who have outstanding licensure requirements. Termination of the revocation period applies 
only in the following circumstances

[For text o f items A and B, see M  R.J 
Statutory Authority: MS s 14.06, 169128; 171.165, 299A.01 
History: 22 SR 1103

7503.1250 SPECIAL REVIEW NOTICE.
When a person incurs two alcohol- or controlled-substance-related incidents within 

five years or has three or more incidents on record, the commissioner shall require the person 
to complete, sign, and return a special review notice form

A The special review notice must be sent by first class mail.
B The special review notice must require the dnver to attest that the dnver under

stands that an alcohol- or controlled-substance-related incident not currently on the driver’s
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51 INCIDENTS FOR LICENSE REVOCATION 7503.1700

Mmnesota dnving record may result in the cancellation and demal of dnving pnvileges in 
Mmnesota

Statutory Authority: MS s 14.06; 169128, 171.165, 299A.01 
History: 22 SR 1103

7503.1300 LICENSE CANCELLATION AND DENIAL.
r Subpart 1 Failure to return completed special review notice form. The commis

sioner shall cancel and deny the dnver’s license and dnving privilege of any person who fails 
to complete, sign, and return the special review notice form as descnbed m part 7503 1250 

[For text of subps 2 and 3, see MR.]
Statutory Authority: MS s 14 06, 169.128; 171.165; 299A.01 
History: 22 SR 1103

7503.1600 REINSTATEMENT FOLLOWING CANCELLATION.
The commissioner shall deny the application for a dnver’s license, including the ap

plication for a limited license, to a person whose license has been canceled, unless.
A. no revocation or suspension of the person’s dnver’s license or dnvmg privilege 

is outstanding,
B the person has completed, signed, and returned the special review notice form,

and
C if the incident is the third alcohol- or controlled-substance-related incident 

withm a five-year penod, or the third incident on record and a special review notice form was 
completed, signed, and returned within ten years of the third incident, or if the person has four 
or more of these incidents on record, the person has completed rehabilitation

Reinstatements following rehabilitation must be conditioned upon contmued absti
nence from the use of alcohol and controlled substances.

Statutory Authority: MS s 14 06, 169128, 171.165; 299A 01 
History: 22 SR 1103

7503.1700 REHABILITATION.
Subpart 1 When applicable. A person must complete rehabilitation whenever

A the person’s dnver’s license or dnving privileges have been canceled and de
nied following involvement in three or more alcohol- or controlled-substance-related inci
dents withm five years,

B a third alcohol— or controlled-substance-related incident occurs within ten 
years from the date the person completed, signed, and returned the required special review 
notice form; or

C there are four or more incidents on record.
Subp 2. Rehabilitation requirements. To complete rehabilitation, a person must.

A. successfully complete chemical dependency treatment following the last docu
mented date of the use of alcohol or a controlled substance and submit evidence to the com
missioner of chemical dependency treatment that satisfies the following requirements

(1) the chemical dependency treatment must be m a program that requires ab
stinence;

(2) for an individual’s initial treatment, primary chemical dependency treat
ment for a minimum of 48 hours of individual, group, or family counseling must be success
fully completed,

(3) for an individual’s second or subsequent treatment, relapse chemical de
pendency treatment for a minimum of 24 hours of mdividual, group, or family counseling 
must be successfully completed and is acceptable only when pnmary treatment has previous
ly been successfully completed, and

(4) the chemical dependency treatment may mclude aftercare, which is addi
tional treatment not to exceed 180 calendar days, prescnbed by a treatment program for the 
successful rehabilitation of the individual, other than the primary treatment or relapse treat
ment, and which may mclude the abstinence-based support specified in item B,
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7503.1700 INCIDENTS FOR LICENSE REVOCATION 52

B participate m a generally recognized support group based on ongoing absti
nence, at least once a week for 12 consecutive weeks immediately before submitting tci the 
commissioner evidence showing compliance with the rehabilitation requirements,

[For text of items C and D, see M.R ]
Subp 2a Variance to amount of treatment. The commissioner may grant a vanance 

from the durational amounts of chemical dependency treatment set forth in subpart 2, item A, 
subitems (2) and (3), and item B. Vanances must be requested by the person to whom the 
treatment applies and approved on an individual basis

Subp 2b Variance procedure. The individual requesting the vanance shall submit the 
variance request in wnting to the commissioner The request must contain:

A the specific language in the rule or rules from which the vanance is requested,
B. the reasons why the rule cannot be met, and
C a descnption ofthe alternative treatment that will be taken to ensure a compara

ble degree of protection to the public safety if the vanance is granted
Subp 2c Variance criteria; conditions. The commissioner shall grant a vanance re

quest if
A the request was made as prescnbed in subpart 2b,
B. the vanance will have no potential adverse effect on public safety,
C the alternative treatment to be taken, is equivalent to or supenor to that pre

scribed in the applicable rule;
D. stnct compliance with the applicable rule will impose an undue burden on the

applicant,
E the vanance has only future effect; and 
F the vanance does not vary a statutory standard 

Subp. 2d Notice of decision. The commissioner shall notify the individual in wntmg 
of the commissioner’s decision to grant or deny the vanance

A If the vanance is granted, the notice must specify the penod of time for which 
the vanance will be effective and the alternative treatment and conditions the applicant must 
meet.

B The com m issioner shall deny the vanance request i f  the com m issioner deter
m ines that the cn ten a  in subpart 2b or 2c  are not m et

C If the vanance is denied, the demal notice shall specify the reasons for the denial 
and indicate that the individual may request a review of the commissioner’s decision by the 
chemical abuse review panel established under part 7503 2200.

D Alternative measures or conditions attached to the vanance have the force and 
effect of the applicable rule

E If the party violates the alternative measures or conditions attached to the van
ance, the party is subject to the enforcement actions and penalties attached to the applicable 
law or rule

F The individual to whom a vanance has been issued shall notify the commission
er m wntmg withm 30 days of a matenal change m the conditions on which the vanance was 
granted.

Subp. 3 Evidence of chemical dependency treatment. Evidence of chemical depen
dency treatment submitted to the commissioner consists of wntten matenal supplied by the 
treating program It must mclude

A the last reported date of use of alcohol or a controlled substance,
B. the starting and ending dates of pnmary treatment or relapse treatment,
C the number of program hours for pnmary treatment or relapse treatment,
D venfication of successful completion of all treatment, includmg pnmary treat

ment or relapse treatment and aftercare if required by the treatment program, and
E. a discharge summary with a prognosis and any recommended aftercare pro

gram. If the prognosis is notfavorable or if the person fails to complete an aftercare program 
recommended by the treating program, the commissioner shall reinstate the person’s dnver’s
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53 INCIDENTS FOR LICENSE REVOCATION 7503.2200

license and driving privilege only following completion of an abstinence penod of one year 
m addition to the abstinence penods prescnbed m subpart 5

[For text of subp 4, see M R ]
Subp 4a Removing restriction following rehabilitation. A person who is licensed 

after the successful completion of a first rehabilitation may request that the restriction be re
moved from the dnver’s license and from the computer records that are disclosed to any per
sons or agencies outside the dnver and vehicle services division, Department of public Safe
ty, with the exception of law enforcement and court-related personnel, after the following 
requirements are met

A. a minimum of five years has elapsed since the completion of rehabilitation,
B. the person appears personally at the department’s dnver evaluation office m 

Saint Paul or schedules an appearance at other offices throughout the state to make the re
quest, and

C the person completes an application and pays a duplicate fee as required by 
Mmnesota Statutes, section 171 06

The removal of the restnction does not in any way affect the abstinence requirement of 
license reinstatement

Subp 5 Abstinence periods. Evidence of abstinence furnished by the person must 
substantiate a penod of abstinence as provided m this chapter Rehabilitation is not complete 
if the commissioner has sufficient cause to believe that the person has not abstained from the 
use of alcohol or a controlled substance for the penod claimed 

The required penod of documented abstinence is -
A for a person who has not previously undergone rehabilitation, one year,
B for a person who has once completed rehabilitation, three years, or 
C for a person who has completed rehabilitation two or more times, six years 

If the person is incarcerated or lives in a controlled environment, such as a halfway 
house, the length of time the person is under these conditions counts as half-time towards 
completion of the abstinence penods required in items A to C A minimum of six months 
must be spent in an uncontrolled environment immediately before submitting evidence to the 
commissioner showing compliance with all rehabilitation requirements 

[For text ofsubps 6 and 7, see M R ]
Subp 8 Fraudulent documentation. If a person submits fraudulent documentation of 

rehabilitation, the commissioner shall reinstate the person’s dnver’s license and dnving pnv- 
llege only following completion of all rehabilitation requirements and a cancellation penod 
of one year m addition to the abstinence penods prescnbed in subpart 5 Fraudulent docu
mentation of rehabilitation is the deliberate submission of information that is false or mis
leading and includes falsified attendance or treatment records, falsified records showing in
correct abstinence penods, or other altered and incorrect records or documents

Subp 9 Additional offense. If a person required to complete rehabilitation under sub
part 1 has any additional alcohol or controlled-substance incidents before beginning or com
pleting rehabilitation, the commissioner shall reinstate the person’s dnver’s license and dnv- 
mg pnvilege only after completion of all rehabilitation requirements and an abstinence pen
od of one year in addition to the abstinence penods prescribed m subpart 5

Statutory Authority: MS s 14 06, 169 128, 171165, 299A 01 
History: 22 SR 1103

7503.2100 [Repealed, 22 SR 1103]

7503.2200 CHEMICAL ABUSE REVIEW PANEL.
Subpart 1 Establishment and composition. A chemical abuse review panel is estab

lished to review the type of chemical dependency treatment imposed by the commissioner or 
accepted by the commissioner. Members of the panel must be certified chemical dependency 
counselors or other health care professionals expenenced m the area of chemical abuse and 
selected by the commissioner based on the recommendation of the Department of Human 
Services
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7503.2200 INCIDENTS FOR LICENSE REVOCATION 54

Subp 2 Procedure. Applications for review by the chemical abuse review panel are 
governed by the following procedures

[For text of items A and B, see M.R.]
C The commissioner may submit written matenals for consideration by the chem

ical abuse review panel These matenals will be supplied'to the applicant if requested. 
[For text of items D and E, see M R. J 

F After receiving the wntten materials, the chemical abuse review panel shall rec
ommend an alternative form of chemical dependency treatment to the commissioner if the 
person establishes that the type of treatment or diagnosis is not appropnate or correct under 
the individual circumstances of that person’s case The chemical abuse review panel shall 
recommend to the commissioner that the type of treatment be changed only if the person esta
blishes that the type of treatment or diagnosis is appropnate or correct under the individual 
circumstances of that person’s case

[For text o f items G to I, see M.R.]
Statutory Authority: MS s 14 06; 169 128, 171165, 299A 01 
History: 22 SR 1103
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