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FROGS AND TURTLES
6256 0500 ” TAKING.TURTLES « ’ ‘ ' ’ 1, '  g b '  O 6256 0900''( iTURTLE PROPAGATION ’ 1 • >
6256 0600 CLOSED TURTLE SEASONS ' , ,
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625^0500 TAKING TURTLES. ' ; !
' i i 1 .<* j 1 , /. ■ ■ ; [. ('v “ ‘
• ■ 1 Subpart; 1 Scope. This par,t applies to individuals possessing a* turtle- seller’s, turtle 

seller’s-apprentice,’ or recreational turtle Jicense, or an angling, license .The following 
turtle species may be taken: western painted 1 turtle (Chrysemys picta bellu), snapping 
turtle (Chelydra serpentina); and spiny softshell (Apalone spinifera)..A person possessing 
or selling turtles or turtle eggs under .this part must„also .comply, with other state and 
federal laws,that regulate these activities, jj ,■ Jt-, < ,, ,, , i, , .

Subp. 2 Equipment. Turtles may be taken by a .person possessing a turtle seller’s; 
turtle seller’s apprentice, or recreational, turtle license.by means of floating or sub
merged turtle traps, turtle hooks, and other commercial fishmg gear authorized by the 
commissioner. Traps m ust,not exceed five feet m w idth/four, feet m height, and eight 
feet in length - it ■ ■< ■ ■, >. '■ V

w Subp.' 2a., Submerged'turtle'traps: Submerged traps must be constructed of'either 
flexible webbmg or wire Flexible webbmg traps must be of mesh size not less than 
3-1/2 inches, bar- m easure 'or seven inches stretch-measure. W ire-traps must' be of mesh 
size not less than two mches by four inches bar'fneasure and must, have at least' one 
square opening m  the top panel measuring at least four inches on a side-arid'two of the 
same'dimension on each of the side1 panels/near the top o f th e  trap.!-A 'trap must be set 
m water shallow enough so that the top of the trap is at least level with the water 
surface.. ■ • , , - j j s > _ ,i > s . iv ■ - ,

Subp.-2b Floating turtle traps. Floating’traps m ust'have-(l) one or more openings 
above the water surface that measure at least ten inches by four mches; and (2 )>a mesh 
size of not less than one-half inch bar measure . „ ; , jV, , -■ ’ ; .

.Subp. ,3. [Repealed,*28 SR 629] a ■■ . ■
Subp. 4. Operation of turtle trap. Each submerged trap' must 'b e  checked’ arid 

emptied at intervals not exceeding 48> hours and each 'floating'' trap) must be checked 
and' emptied at intervals not exceeding 120 hours. A 'tu rtle  seller'licensee o r 'tu rtle  
seller’s apprentice operating under a- turtle1 seller’s license may not ioperate more 'than 
40'submerged turtle traps. A 'tu rtle  seller’s a p p re n tic e s  not entitled 'to  any traps m 
addition to those of the turtle .seller.. A  recreational turtles licensee .1 may not operate 
m ore .than three turtle traps • s. v * 1 * !- 1 , i1; sv •>, •, 1

Subp 5. Required marking of turtle traps. 11 \
A  When in use, each turtle trap must have affixed orf:it a 'tag  of permanent 

m aterial visible from above, legibly bearing the nairfe, address, and license number of 
the operator. This information must be recorded m an indelible m anner on the tag. 
The tag must be of dimensions not less than-2-i/2’iriches-in'length by five-eighths inch 
inijvidth., i mi _ i ,7 , i • . ‘ fs,

’ - ' B.' The commissioner shall issue 40 siibmergedjturtle trap identification"tags to 
a turtle* seller'hcensee and three' recreational'tu rtle  "trap identification tags to ' a 
recreational turtle licensee'. Tags must be attached'to submerged and recreational !traps 
at all times. Lost tags must be reported within 48 hours to the local conservation''officer 
or the commercial .fisheries program consultant. The,' commissioner may reissue tags 
upon request. :• i, ,r , tJ, - - . , ' r 1 -1 . .
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6256.0500 FROGS AND TURTLES 178

Subp 6  Turtles taken incidental to other operations. Turtles listed in subpart 1 
that are taken incidental to other commercial fishmg operations may be possessed, 
transported, and sold, provided the operator is a holder of a turtle seller’s hcense

Subp 7 Required reporting by turtle seller; record keeping.
A  A  holder of a turtle seller’s license must submit reports, on forms provided 

by the commissioner, to the address identified on the form by the tenth day of each 
m onth for the preceding month for the months of March through November, whether 
or not any equipment was used to take turtles.

B. In the report required in item A, the hcensee must record daily operations, 
mcludmg separate entries for each water body The records must mclude water body 
location, equipment used, numbers and 'pounds of each species of turtles taken, 
numbers of each species of turtles released at that water body, and other mformation 
about the operation as specified on the form provided by the commissioner. The 
records must be kept current withm 48 hours of the last daily operation

C. A  hcense shall not be renewed until all o f'the  licensee’s monthly reports 
for the previous calendar year are submitted and received at the address identified on 
the form , -. ,

Subp ' 8 . Report on buying turtles for resale. A  hcensee who buys turtles for resale 
or for processmg and resale' must keep' a correct and complete book record of all 
transactions and activities covered m the license, not inconsistent with 'Minnesota 
Statutes, section 97A 425. Copies of the shipping documents for turtles bemg sent out 
of state must be part of and mcluded with the monthly reports required under subpart 
7  - 1 * . ■ ' '•  "

. Subp 9 .Size limits. A  turtle seller, turtle seller’s apprentice, or recreational turtle 
hcensee or a person harvesting turtles under an anghng hcense is restricted .to- taking 
and possessing sizes of turtles as specified m items A  and B The turtle size is 
determined ,by measuring the top shell length (carapace, not mcludmg the curvature) 
from above the neck to above the tail ,

A. Spmy softshells (A spinifera) must be greater than 12 mches in shell length.
B Snapping turtles (Chelydra serpentina) must be greater than 12 mches in

shell length , , . . .
Subp. 10 Turtle nests and eggs.

A  A  person may not collect turtle eggs from natural nests, except under a 
permit issued by the commissioner

B. A  person with a turtle seller’s hcense may not possess or sell turtle eggs, 
except as provided in item C A  person must have an aquatic farm hcense with a turtle 
endorsement or a private fish hatchery hcense with a turtle endorsement t o ,possess or 
sell turtle eggs, as allowed by federal law, or to keep turtles for propagation

C A  person with a turtle seller’s hcense may take the eggs from legally 
harvested gravid turtles and must place the eggs back mto man-made nests m the wild 
withm 48 hours of taking the eggs. _ ,

Statutoiy Authority: MS s 97C.605 
. History: 28 SR 629, 28 SR 1127

6256.0600 CLOSED TURTLE SEASONS.
Subpart 1. Snapping turtles. A  person may not take snapping turtles durmg the 

months of May and June, mcluding persons harvesting turtles for personal use under 
an anghng o r , recreational tu rtle , hcense and persons harvesting turtles under a 
commercial netting, turtle seller’s, .turtle seller’s apprentice, aquatic, farm, or private 
fish hatchery license. _

Subp 2. Spiny softshells. A person shall not take spmy softshells from June 1 to 
July 15, includmg persons harvesting turtles for personal use under an angling 'or
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179 FROGS AND TURTLES 6256.0900

recreational turtle license and persons harvesting turtles under a commercial netting, 
turtle seller’s, turtle seller’s apprentice, aquatic farm, or private fish hatchery hcense

Statutoiy Authority: MS s 97A 045, 97C.605 ■' 5 , *
History: 28 SR 629

6256.0900 TURTLE PROPAGATION.
Subpart 1 Licensee with turtle endorsement. A  person with an aquatic farm 

license with a turtle endorsement or a private fish hatchery hcense with a turtle 
endorsement shall sell, obtain, possess, transport, and propagate turtles and turtle eggs 
accordmg to subparts 2 to 9 '

Subp 2 Turtle endorsement application. A  hcensee who is requestmg a turtle 
endorsement must submit an apphcation, on forms provided by the commissioner, to 
tlie address on the form An apphcation must mclude the species of turtle,' location of 
rearing and incubation facilities, and site diagram with turtle contamment descriptions 
The commissioner shall send applications for«‘a turtle endorsement to other state and 
federal agencies that regulate turtles for review

Subp 3 Application of other law. A  person propagating turtles under this part 
must m eet the requirements ni Mmnesota Statutes, sections 17 46 to 17 4999, and other 
state and federal laws that regulate the possession, processmg, and sale of turtles and 
turtle eggs

Subp 4 Out-of-state sources. Turtles and turtle eggs may not be obtamed outside 
of the state unless the commissioner approves the species and source. The commission
er may apply more stringent requirements to turtles and eggs or sources of turtles and 
eggs from outside the state than are apphed to turtles and eggs and sources of turtles 
and eggs from within the state to protect Mmnesota’s natural resources.

Subp 5 Acquisition of brood stock. A  licensee shall apply for a permit to harvest 
adult turtles from the wild for brood stock The commissioner shall issue a permit to 
the hcensee to take from the wild, by use of commercial gear, up to 40 turtles of each 
species requested if.

A. the turtles or gravid turtles are not available for purchase, - ’
B the hcensee does not have a turtle seller’s license,
C the commissioner determmes that wild populations of the requested 

species can sustain the harvest, and
D a permit to harvest turtle brood stock from the wild has not been issued to 

the hcensee for the species requested m the last three years
Game and fish laws and rules .relatmg to daily limits, seasons, and methods apply, 

to the taking of turtles pursuant to. a permit issued under this subpart
Subp 6  Containment. The turtle propagation facility1 must be an artificial pond, or 

other artificial containment structure, that has a system to prevent the escape of turtles 
mto the wild The commissioner shall conduct an mspectiqn of the facility prior to 
licensing to determme comphance with this subpart

Subp 7 Disposal. Disposal of live turtles, turtle offspring, viable eggs, carcasses, 
and eggs that did not hatch must be m comphance with other state and federal laws 
that regulate such disposal

Subp. 8  Inspection and enforcement. Inspection of the facihty and enforcement of 
this part shall be conducted accordmg to Mmnesota Statutes, section 17 4984, subdivi
sion 6 .

Subp 9. Record keeping. Record keeping for the propagation of turtles must 
comply with Mmnesota Statutes, section 17.4984, subdivision 7.

Statutory Authority: MS s 174997
Histoiy: 28 SR 629
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