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Sections Q, 2 t_ l_3, 1; _1_9_, _2_l £1 E Q effective tl-1_e Qy following final 
enactment. 

Approved June 2, 1987 

CHAPTER 366-H.F.N0. 943 
An act relating to the attorney general; creating a consumer education account; provid- 

ing for its administration,‘ appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 
8.31, subdivisions 2b, 3, and by adding subdivisions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 8.31, subdivision 2b, is amended 

to read: 

Subd. 2b. ASSURANCE OF DISCONTINUANCE. The attorney general 
may accept an assurance of discontinuance of any act or practice the attorney 
general deems to be in violation of the laws referred to in subdivision 1 from 
any person the attorney general alleges is engaging in, or has engaged in, the act 
or practice. The assurance may include a stipulation for the performance, 
provision or payment by the alleged violator of any remedies allowable under 

-3a gig section. Any assurance shall be in writing and shall be filed 
with and subject to the approval of the district court of the county in which the 
alleged violator resides or has a principal place of business or in Ramsey county. 
An assurance shall not be considered an admission of a violation for any pur- 
pose. Failure to comply with the assurance of discontinuance shall be punish- 
able as contempt. 

For the purposes of this subdivision the term “person” has the meaning 
specified in section 325F.68. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 8.31, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. gg CONSUMER EDUCATION ACCOUNT. I_f Q pf compe- 
tfl jurisdiction gnglg ga_t Q. @ recovered under tli section Q _’th_e benefit o_f 
injured persons cannot reasonably Q distributed tp th_e victims, because th_e 
victims cannot readily Q located 95 identified, g because t_l_1e_ gist 

gg‘ distribut- 

ipg tlg money would outweigh fig benefit t_o th_e victims, E ‘ch_e c_o£_t play 
order _th_at tfi money Q Ed ipg Q consumer education account. Q sums 
recovered mist Q deposited _i_p_tp jug % treasugy gig credited t_o_ th_e consum- Q education account. Llle money credited t_o gh_e_ account gy Q expended _Qn_ly Q appropriated @ fig th_e following pumoses: 

§_l_) jtg prepare and distribute educational materials _t_g inform th_e public 
regarding consumer protection laws and consumer rights; 
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Q) 19 underwrite educational seminars 3131 other forms 9_f_‘ educational projects 
fig; _t_h_e benefit Q‘ consumers and businesses; 

Q) t_o contract fig g conduct educational 9; research projects i_n jg fieldg 
consumer protection, Q further 113 purposes pf tl1_e laws referred t_o _i_p subdivi- 
sion _l_‘, and - 

(5) t_o assist fry commissioner 9_f education Q establishing curriculum guide- 
lines Q elementary and secondary schools i_n ’th_e areas p_f consumer protection 
and consumer literacy. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 8.31, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. In addition to the penalties provided by 
law for violation of the laws referred to in subdivision 1, specifically and gener~ 
ally, whether or not injunctive relief is otherwise provided by law, the courts of 
this state are vested with jurisdiction to prevent and restrain violations of those 
laws and, to require the payment of civil penalties, t_o reguire payment ii a 
consumer education account, gn_d tp appoint administrators § provided i_n@ 
gipp 3. On becoming satisfied that any of those laws has been or is being 
violated, or is about to be violated, the attorney general shall be entitled, on 
behalf of the state; (a) to sue for and have injunctive relief in any court of 
competent jurisdiction against any such violation or threatened violation with- 
out abridging the penalties provided by law; and (b) to sue for and recover for 
the state, from any person who is found to have violated any of the laws referred 
to in subdivision 1, a civil penalty, in an amount to be determined by the court, 
not in excess of $25,000. All sums recovered by the attorney general under this 
section shall be deposited in the general fund of the state treasury, @ 
recovered gd deposited pursuant ftp section g must 5 credited 19 a consumer 
education account pp provided i_n section 2.

~ 
Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 8.31, is amended by adding a 

subdivision to read: 

Subd. E ADMINISTRATORS. 115 courts o_f gig state g vested with 
jurisdiction t_o appoint gr; administrator i_n_ actions brought py th_e_ attorney 
general under th_i§ section, E purposes o_f Q) monitoring, maintaining, _o_r wind- 
i_ng pp gh_e affairs pf a business, pr _(_2_) collecting, administering, app distributing 
judgments obtained l_)y tile attorney general f_o_r me benefit gfi persons. Upon mg 
order o_f_a court having jurisdiction E fig matter, reasonable fee; gpgi expenses 
gpay E t_o §l_1e_ administrator pit o_f any sums recovered under t_l;i_§ section g administered py fie administrator. 

Sec. 5. APPROPRIATION. 
$20,000 i_s appropriated from _t_l;e consumer education account Q @ pur- 

poses 9_f tpig pg; tp _b_e available until June 1), 1989. 

Approved June 2, 1987 
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