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to submit. Neither mistake as to the complainant’s age nor consent to the act by 
the complainant is a defense. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 609.345, is amended to read: 
609.345 CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCI‘ IN THE FOURTH DE- 

GREE. 
A person is guilty of criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree and may 

be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than five years, or to payment of a 
fine of not more than $10,000, or both, if he engages in sexual contact with 
another person and if any of the following circumstances exists: 

(a) The complainant is under 13 years of age and the actor is no more 
than 36 months older than the complainant. Neither mistake as to the complain- 
ant’s age or consent to the act by the complainant is a defense. In a prosecution 
under this clause, the state is not required to prove that the sexual contact was 
coerced; or 

(b) The complainant is at least 13 but less than 16 years of age and the 
actor is more than 48 months older than the complainant or in a position of 
authority over the complainant and uses this authority to cause the complainant 
to submit. In any such case, it shall be an affirmative defense which must be 
proved by a preponderance of the evidence that the actor believes the complain- 
ant to be 16 years of age or older; or

A 

(c) The actor uses force or coercion to accomplish the sexual contact; or 

(d) The actor knows or has reason to know that the complainant is 

mentally defective impaired, mentally incapacitated, or physically helpless; or 

(e) The complainant is at least 16 but less than 18 years of age and the 
actor is more than 48 months older than the complainant and in a position of 
authority over the complainant, and uses this authority to cause the complainant 
to submit. Neither, mistake as to the complainant’s age nor consent to the act by 
the complainant is a defense. 

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Sections _1_ to _8_ are effective August L 1985, ail apply Q crimes 

committed on or after that date. 
Approved April 19, 1198-5 

CHAPTER 25 — S.F.No. 635 
An act relating to advertising devices; allowing “star city” signs on interstate 

highways; amending Minnesota Statutes 1984, sections 173.02, subdivisions 2 and 6; and 
173.13, subdivision 4; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 173. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 173.02, subdivision 2, is 

amended to read: 
Subd. 2. “Advertising device” means any billboard, sign, notice, poster, 

display, or other device visible to and primarily intended to advertise and inform 
or to attract or which does attract the attention of operators and occupants of 
motor vehicles and shall include any structure erected primarily for use in 
connection with the display of any such device and all lighting or other 
attachments used in connection therewith except “star city” signs erected under 
section 4. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 173.02, subdivision 6, is amend- 
ed to read: - - 

Subd. 6. Directional and other official signs and notices shall mean: 

(a) “Official signs and notices” mean signs and notices erected and 
maintained by public officers or public agencies within their territorial jurisdic- 
tion and pursuant to and in accordance with direction or authorization contained 
in federal or state law for the purposes of carrying out an official duty or 
responsibility. Historical markers authorized by state law and erected by state or 
local governmental agencies or nonprofit historical societies and % c_ity §ign_s 
erected under section 5 may be considered official signs. 

(b) “Public utility signs” mean warning signs, notices, or markers which 
are customarily erected and maintained by publicly or privately owned public 
utilities, as essential to their operations. 

(c) “Service club and religious notices” mean signs and notices, not 
exceeding eight square feet in advertising area, whose erection is authorized by 
law, relating to meetings and location of nonprofit service clubs or charitable 
associations, or religious services. 

(d) “Directional signs” means signs containing directional information 
about public places owned or operated by federal, state, or local governments or 
their agencies, publicly or privately owned natural phenomena, historic, cultural, 
scientific, educational, and religious sites, and areas of natural scenic beauty or 
naturally suited for outdoor recreation, deemed to be in the interest of the 
traveling public. To qualify for directional signs, privately owned attractions 
must be nationally or regionally known, and of outstanding interest to the 
traveling public. 

(c) All definitions in this subdivision are intended to be in conformity with 
the national standards for directional and other official signs. 

Sec. 3., Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 173.13, subdivision 4, is amend- 
ed to read: 
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Subd. 4. The annual fee for each such permit or renewal thereof shall be 
as follows: 

(1) If the advertising area of the advertising device does not exceed 50 
square feet, the fee shall be $20. 

(2) If the advertising area exceeds 50 square feet but does not exceed 300 
square feet, the fee shall be $40. 

(3) If the advertising area exceeds 300 square feet, the fee shall be $80. 

(4) No fee shall be charged for a permit for official signs and notices as 
they are defined in section 173.022 except th_at g f‘e_e may b_e charged Q 3 @ c_ity E erected under section 3. 

Sec. 4. [173.085] STAR CITY SIGNS. 
Subdivision 1. AUTHORITY TO ERECT. gt) 5 lesser populated statu- 

to_ry gp‘ home §_l_1_l_e_ charter pf Minnesota t_hit @ received instruction a_r1_d 

expertise from t_hp department pf energy and economic development Q attracting @ retaining businesses Q ]:_l1_§ c_ity yd subseguently @ _b3:e_n designatedfl 
annually recertified a_s a gag gpy Q economic‘ development py tl_1a_t_; department 
r_n_ay _e_1;_ept st_ag c_ity ggpg ppgi payment pf a [cg reguired under section § t_o pl_1_e 

department o_f transportation. 93 may pp erected a_t El approach Q thp 
pity within E right-of-way pf Q interstate pg other highway ’tl1_a.t passes inside 

{[32 Notwithstanding _t_l1g provisions o_f paragraph gab a lesser populated 
statutory 9; E charter c_ity Q1a_t_ 1_ia_s pp official s_igp Q ap adjacent g pf 
pp approach pf Q interstate highway passing through g 11‘ t_lp:_ gty § o_f t_l§ 
effective die pf pip section _m_ay replace E gigp 111 p E c_ity ggp pp_o_n 
payment pf a_t fig reguired under section g ‘Q Q: department pf transportation. 

Subd. 2._._ SIGN STANDARDS. Llw department pf transportation §l1a_ll 
design a_mi_ manufacture E st_ar c_ity sigp t_o specifications n_ot contrary t_o other 
federal pg s_ta§ highway s_igp standards apd substantially similar t_o thoseE 
c_ity s_ign_s approved @ display Q gap highways g pf t11_e effective dite o_f gig 
section. 

Approved April 19, 1985 

CHAPTER 26 — S.F.N0. 679 
An act relating to natural resources; providing for annual timber harvest public 

informational meetings; amending Minnesota Statutes 1984, section 90.041, subdivision 4. 
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