
Professionalism Aspirations1​

Adopted January 11, 2001​
1A summary form of these Professionalism Aspirations is included at the end of the document.​
This summary version is intended to permit the standards to be posted, included in literature, or​

otherwise made available where the entire text would be cumbersome.​
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Preamble​

We, the judges and lawyers of Minnesota, have a special responsibility for the quality of justice.​
We have taken an oath to conduct ourselves in an upright and courteous manner with fidelity to​
the court and the client, promising no falsehood or deceit. Commensurate with this responsibility​
and unique oath is the obligation to conduct our affairs according to the highest standards of​
professionalism.​

The following standards reflect our commitment to professionalism. They memorialize our​
obligations to each other, our clients and to the people of the State of Minnesota. They are designed​
to raise public confidence in the legal profession and the justice system through the promotion and​
protection of professionalism and civility.​

These standards are not to be used as a basis for litigation, lawyer discipline, or court sanctions.​
Nothing in these standards supersedes or detracts from existing disciplinary codes or alters existing​
standards of conduct against which lawyer negligence may be determined.​
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