
Summary Standards​

I. Our Legal System​

A lawyer owes personal dignity, integrity, and independence to the administration of justice. A​
lawyer's conduct should be characterized at all times by personal courtesy and professional integrity​
in the fullest sense of those terms.​

II. Lawyer to Client​

A lawyer owes allegiance, learning, skill, and diligence to a client. As lawyers, we shall employ​
appropriate legal procedures to protect and advance our client's legitimate rights, claims, and​
objectives. In fulfilling our duties to each client, we will be mindful of our obligation to the​
administration of justice, which is a truth-seeking process designed to resolve human and societal​
problems in a rational, peaceful, and efficient manner.​

III. Lawyer to Lawyer​

A lawyer owes courtesy, candor, cooperation, and compliance with all agreements and mutual​
understandings to opposing counsel whether in the conduct of an office practice or in the pursuit​
of litigation. As professionals, ill feelings between clients should not influence our conduct, attitude,​
or demeanor toward opposing counsel. Conduct that may be characterized as uncivil, abrasive,​
abusive, hostile, or obstructive impedes the fundamental goal of resolving disputes rationally,​
peacefully, and efficiently. A lawyer owes the same duty to an opposing party who is pro se.​

IV. Lawyer and Judge​

Lawyers and judges owe each other respect, diligence, punctuality, and protection against unjust​
and improper criticism and attack. Lawyers and judges are equally responsible to protect the dignity​
and independence of the court and the profession.​
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