
Rule 7. District Committee Investigation

(a) Assignment; assistance. The District Chair may investigate or assign investigation of the
complaint to one or more of the Committee's members, and may request the Director's assistance
in making the investigation. The investigation may be conducted by means of written and telephonic
communication and personal interviews.

(b) Report. The investigator's report and recommendations shall be submitted for review and
approval to the District Chair, the Chair's designee or to a committee designated for this purpose
by the District Chair, prior to its submission to the Director. The report shall include a
recommendation that the Director:

(1) Determine that discipline is not warranted;

(2) Issue an admonition;

(3) Refer the matter to a Panel; or

(4) Investigate the matter further.

If the report recommends discipline not warranted or admonition, the investigator shall include
in the report a draft letter of disposition in a format prescribed by the Director.

(c) Time. The investigation shall be completed and the report made promptly and, in any event
within 90 days after the District Committee received the complaint, unless good cause exists. If the
report is not made within 90 days, the District Chair or the Chair's designee within that time shall
notify the Director of the reasons for the delay. If a District Committee has a pattern of responding
substantially beyond the 90-day limitation, the Director shall advise the Board and the Chair shall
seek to remedy the matter through the President of the appropriate District Bar Association.

(d) Removal. The Director may at any time and for any reason remove a complaint from a
District Committee's consideration by notifying the District Chair of the removal.

(e) Notice to complainant. The Director shall keep the complainant advised of the progress of
the proceedings.

(Amended effective July 1, 1986; amended effective July 1, 1987; amended effective January 1,
1989; amended effective March 1, 1991; amended effective August 1, 1999.)
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