
Rule 25. Required Cooperation

(a) Lawyer's duty. It shall be the duty of any lawyer who is the subject of an investigation or
proceeding under these Rules to cooperate with the District Committee, the Director or the Director's
staff, the Board, or a Panel, by complying with reasonable requests, including requests to:

(1) Furnish designated papers, documents or tangible objects;

(2) Furnish in writing a full and complete explanation covering the matter under
consideration;

(3) Appear for conferences and hearings at the times and places designated;

(4) Execute authorizations and releases necessary to investigate alleged violations of a
conditional admission agreement.

Such requests shall not be disproportionate to the gravity and complexity of the alleged ethical
violations. The District Court of Ramsey County shall have jurisdiction over motions arising from
Rule 25 requests. The lawyer shall be denominated by number or randomly selected initials in any
District Court proceeding. Copies of documents shall be permitted in lieu of the original in all
proceedings under these Rules. The Director shall promptly return the originals to the respondent
after they have been copied.

(b) Grounds of discipline. Violation of this Rule is unprofessional conduct and shall constitute
a ground for discipline; provided, however, that a lawyer's challenge to the Director's requests shall
not constitute lack of cooperation if the challenge is promptly made, is in good faith and is asserted
for a substantial purpose other than delay.

(Added October 16, 1981; amended effective July 1, 1986; amended effective July 1, 1987; amended
effective January 1, 1989; amended effective September 1, 2005.)
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