
Rule 13. Medical Records​

(a) Medical Records - Defined.  For purposes of these rules, "medical records" are records​
and reports prepared by medical, healthcare, and/or scientific professionals that relate to the past,​
present, or future physical or mental health or condition of an individual including, but not limited​
to, medical histories, examinations, diagnoses and treatment, pre-petition screening reports, court-​
appointed examiner's reports prepared pursuant to Rule 12 of these rules, and any other records​
designated by the presiding judge as medical records for purposes of this rule.​

(b) Access to Respondent's Medical Records. The county attorney, respondent, respondent's​
attorney, court-appointed examiner, guardian ad litem, substitute decision-maker, and their agents​
and experts retained by them shall have access to all of the respondent's medical records and the​
reports of the court-appointed examiners. The records and reports may not be disclosed to any other​
person without court authorization or the respondent's signed consent. Except for a preliminary​
hearing, each party shall disclose to the other party or parties as soon as possible in advance of the​
hearing which of the respondent's medical records the party intends to introduce at the hearing. In​
judicial appeal panel proceedings, such disclosure shall be no later than three business days before​
a scheduled hearing or as provided in the panel's scheduling order.​

(Amended effective September 18, 2013; amended effective July 1, 2015; amended effective​
October 1, 2016.)​

Advisory Committee Comment - 2015 Amendments​

Rule 13(b) is language retained, substantially unchanged, from the former Rule 13. The only​
modification concerns the elimination of a specified time frame for the disclosure of all medical​
records that parties intend to introduce at the hearing. The advisory committee believes that parties​
should continue to aspire to meet the former 24-hour deadline whenever possible, but recognizes​
that frequently, in practice, attorneys and parties do not receive respondent's medical records until​
immediately before the hearing. Accordingly, the disclosures should be made as soon as possible​
after receiving the records.​

The amendments to Rule 13 are not intended to modify or limit the right of a respondent to​
request a protective order excluding from examiner review medical records which are not relevant​
or germane to the present mental and/or physical condition of the respondent in accordance with​
the procedures established in In re D.M.C., 331 N.W.2d 236 (Minn. 1983).​
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